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NARROW ilARGlN: Ellot Spitzer claimed vlctory In the race for Attorney
General at a press conlerence yestorday. But lawyers for Incumbent Dennls
Vacco contend countlng lrregulirities still leave the glectlon In doubt.

Spitzer Cl aims Victorry ;
Anrl lVo w, the Litigation
BY MARK HAMRLETT

AS ELIOT SPI' IZElt declared viclory
i lr  the race for l i latr.r  Altorrrey' ( ielreral
yesterday, a teanl of veleratr elt :ct iott
lalyern lahorerl hr:hirrrl tlre scerren to

ensure his narrow margin over incum-
bent  Republ ican Derrn is  C.  Vacco
woirld hold.

By'evening, t lenry T. Berger of Fish-
er, Fislrer & Berger was scheduled to

Conllnued on page 4, column 4
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Attolney General Race Heacis to Court
Conl lnuer l  l ro ln pnge l ,  column, l

tneet with attorneys for Mr. !x66e 16l ry . lo  reso lve  d is i repanc ies  on  vo te
ta l l ies  i r r  New york  C i ty  a1111 s111cy
coun t ies .

. 
Althorrgh Nlr.  Spitzer rvas st i l l  nrairr_

11'1,]t^g n nrargin of sl ighrly rnore than
zz ,UUt ,  vo tes ,  long t i rDe e lec t ion  n t to r -
l ley I  l ront:ts .1. Spargo arrd ot l ter larv_
y e r s  I o r  t h e  s t a t e  R e p u b l i c a n
C o n r n r i t t e e  w e r e  c o n t e n , i i n g  r t r a i
<xruul irrg ir .rr:gtr lnr i t ics leave t l tc elcc-
t ion in doulrt

.-Yr: 
Sl l lgo,a sole pracrroner in Easluerrre, N..y.. ,  who woiked for presiclen_

l:: : l  
car]:r lol te Sreve Forbes arrr l  was

l l ' l l f l r l l i " t  in  ger r inR h in r  on  rhe  s ta ter(eput)t. tcan prirnary battot in t  996,
l l lJerdaV reviervcd- rai ly sheers arrJvo t r l rg  n tac l r i l re  nunrberc  a t  One po-
lce  t , t l7 ; l  w i lh  Michae l  A .  Ave l la ,  r le f -t t l y  I o r r r r r r . l  l 0  l l r I  n l . , r l r ,  l t r . l , r r l r l l , . ; i r r
Co r r r r l r i l t e c .

'Scrooge-Like'

, . , ' ' l ' rn  
s i t t ing  l te re  por ing  over  ba l lo tsuxe J.crooge,' ,  Mr. Spargo said. , , l t  ispossible (that) belore 

"we 
are done

1 . e l o l v i n t . . t h e  n r a c h i n e  t a l l i e s  . . .rnere  cou l r l  be  a  sh i t t  o f  thor rsands  o ivotes."

__!u, .y. -Berger, who served ascounsel for Mayor Oavio DinkinslsiJ
l1!! ,?nd.. l9*o.Senalor fom Uart in I
: : . : :T:,^r i"t  pr irnary race in 1992, dis-pirre_o.. l t lat yeslerday. , , l t  is less than2,000," he said, rninutes belore Mr.Jprrzer made his viclory <leclarat iorr
al t l re. olf ices ol Constairt i rre A pari-

l , : l : ,  hj :  taw f irm. Mr. Berger saict rhar
y l r i l : .M!  Vacco 's  a t tonreys  c la i r r red
l l ]" ,1 

Mr: Sgrirzer had t,000 inor. uoi"*rn Irrooklyn than he stroutO traue, i trniwo^ut(| , lot, l raI ler. . .We 
st i f  f  gain i 'S0' inbrooklyn," he said.

Both^sit les wil l  relurn to Stale Su-prcnre Court irr  Manhallan l fonOay iorr'nrtrt on lheir review of thousanO,.s o-f
I .^, l l !"r^l l t jLes ro Jusrice Ttromas W.
l,u_:.{" i .or Alrany, who is "; t t inJ in*ir l ]r"11] by speciat assigrrnre,r i .

ry r r .  JJ ) t tzer  ca l le< l  on  Mr .  Vacco to
:.?jt : : .J" detear and announced rtrat
fr '* . t1y parrner, t_tnyO Consianrine,
I: : , ] !  

h:"d h. is rrarr i i t ion ream. Mr..\plzer.a. lso asked the Attorney Gener_
:j_i:  : ]  

teasr .rppoint membeis ol r i is
: l i l , ,  

,o grrarantee arr , ,orderly 
lrans-r e r '  o n  J a n .  l .

, , . .Yr. Spl lgo ignored the request."we are .  s l i l l  cour r t i r rg  ba l lo ts  to  de ter -
lnule who was r ightful ly elected arrd
we expect that question lo l)e re_
solvcd. l l rrorrgh the iudicial proceed-
,18 ,  he  sa i (1 .  "Th is  i s  one o l  the
closest slale.rvide eleci lons we havet tn,! i t11n 

." ' .19 vcars " 
,  ,

Bohlnd thc $conor
-  Mr ,  DGr fc r  l r  fo i r red  l r r  the  Sp l t re r
carnp by Denrocratic State Senator

an<l Senale Mil tori ty learler Mnrt in
Lonnor  a r rd  S tar r l r : y  K .  Sch le in ,  a lso  o lr l sner ,  f i s l le r  &  Bercer .

. .  
, : t t l" t  T. Buley, coinsel ro the NewyorK Ke l )u l ) l i can  Sta le  Conrnr i l tee ,  i s  aveteran o[.scveral stale arrd presiclen-

ua t .cn tn l )a igns .  And wh i te  Mr .  Spargo
antl  Mr. Avel la sat in a warehouse
yjll l l l:".i1 and paper, vr. nurey wasprepar ing  lo  rneet  w i th  Mr .  Berger  to
d i s c u s s  w h i c l r  n u m b e r s  a r e  i nconten t ion .

^ 
Mr, 

.SPargo has represerrled bolh
KepuDticans and Dernocrats <lurinq
nls.tong career as an elect ion tawyei
l l . l , ld 

i le, Derrrocratic Arrorney Gener-ar cand.i( late Karen Burstein in lgg4.
L".: l ' , t  i l ral  ai lorneys on lrot l t  sir les
:r^.1,] ' :  _.yrr"nt birter etecl iorr disPutenave Deen professional.

. ,  
" l 've been orr i l re sarne sitJe wii l trne l l r  per io r l i ca l l y ,  a r r r l  on  l l r i s  o r l r ,  o r rt t te ,  op ; r r rs . i le  s i r l t : , "  he  sa i r l .  , , l i sscr r_

u J U t y ,  t ) ( ) l l t  n l r l r . s  r r r r :  l r x r k l l r g  n l  l l r r ,

same work product, lxrt  there has
oeen grcat cooperal iorr. ' ,

.  
Mr._Constantine headed the Anti-

trust Bureau under former Attontev
Ce.neral Robert Abramr. Str""giy ;riii
cal-of Mr. Vacco's recorcl on iritit^.rt
e n [ o r c e m e n t ,  M r .  C o n s t a n t i n e  r e -vealed yester<lay that he harl been, ior
a l)net t ime, on Mr. Vacco.s transit ion
tea.nr. lol lowlng his elect iolr in lgg4.
,,_' '1 

telt  i l re experience leel ing Dennis
vacco was a.nice guy and I ho e he isa  nrce  gr ry  here . "

. 
As ol.4:30 yeslerr lay alternoon, Mr.

lq' lzer ted Mr. Vacco by 22,626 votes,2,06.5,186 ro 2,042,650. 'Lee Daghiia;,
spokesperson lor the New yor[ Sfate
P"::d^l{ Etecrions, sai<l aPlroximale_
ry  t ) , r ru { ,  pa1ter  ba l lo ls ,  wh ic l t  i r rch l t le
T.l"1, l" l  

arf idavir or emergency bal-rots, have yet to be olrened. Soine ott l tose  ba l lo ts ,  la rge ly  i r ^1r1  \ \ , ^ r t ,  l r r r .
to r .a r r< l  Or re i r la  Cor rn l ie r ,  : l r r .  l , r . rn : ,(  i l , r i l r ' t t r { l ' ( l  l r t r r l  r i l r r y  r i l . v c r  l r r , , , 1 , , . , , , . r 1 .


