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ATT: DAVID ROTIDE
METRO

Dear David:

As I spent so \rcfy tong trying without suc@ss, to get you to do a story about the rcadilyvvrifabte
comrption of the two vital $ate agencies to ensuring the integrrty ortit";uJi"ir"y - the New york
state commission on Judicial conduct and the New york state ludicial Nomination - I thoughtyou should see the enclosed Report of CJA.

The conclusion d p.22 gSvea concise l-page summary.

Please pass it on to your editor-who I will call on wednesday, october lg6.

ELENA SASSOWER, CJA

P.s. Enclosed is today's front-page Law Journal story, ,,court ofAppeals
Nominees Grilled by Bar Groulx,'.
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In his two previous Court of

Republicans Richard C
Wesley of the Fourth

Department in IggG and
Albert IW. Rosenblatt of the
Second. Department in 1998.

the ltst of candidates found qualif ied
by the Commission on Judicial Nom-
ination on Oct. 4. Under thelaw, the
Governor must choose from the l ist,
must-wait l5 days before selecting a
candidate and must make a decision
within 30 days. That means he mav
select a new judge as early as Thuri-
day 3nd is required make a decision
by Nov. 3. Then, the nominee is sub-
ject to State Senate confirmation.

Some of the bar evaluations may
not be completed before Thursday,
so the Governor could technicaliy
name a new jurist without input from
major bar groups. However, the Gov-
ernor usually announces his selec-
tion toward the end of the 30-dav
period rather than the beginning ani
is likely to have the bar evaluations
in hand well before he reveals his
choice.

Under consideration are Appellate
Division Justices Victoria A. Graffeo.
a Republican in the Appellate Divi-
sion, Third Department; Richard T.
Andrias, a Democrat serving in the
First Department; Presiding Justice
Susan Phillips Read, a Republican on
the Court of Claims; Democrat Juani_
ta tsing Newton, the Deputy Chief

CorntafAppeals
Nonirua GriIIcd & r"f!,"ii';:::";:; ::tr;"",
ByBmGruQs
BY JOI{I{ CAHEB

ALBANY - Candldates for the
Court of Appeals will be making the
bar association rounds in New York
City Thursday when three statewide
organizatiqns interview contenders
for appointment to the state's high-
est court.

The New York State Bar Associa-
tion, the Women's Bar Association of
the State of New York and the New
York State Trial Lawyers Association
are separately querying candidates
ln the city. A subcommittee of the
City Bar is also conducting inter-
views this week. Following the inter-
v iews,  those groups wi l l  submit  to
Governor Pataki their evaluations of
the seven candidates,

"We are lookin! for judges who
have shown independence, objectiv-
ity, a wil l ingness to uphold the tra-
ditions of an independent iudiciary
and an independent civil justice sys-
tem and protection of litigants'rights
to a fair trial and a fair lawsuit," said
David B. Golomb, president of the
Trial L,awyers Association.

Governor Pataki, following the
practice of his predecessor, Mario M.
Cuomo, is not personally interview-
ing the candidates. However, his
counsel's office is reviewing the nom-
inees and plans to present its f ind-
ings to the Governor before the end
of the week.

The Governor was presented with Continued on page 2, colunin 6
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Candidates Grilled
C.ontinued fro- pagu l, column 4---------

Administrative judge; Administrative
Justices Stephen G. Crane, a Democ_
rat in Manhattan, and Steven W. Fish-
er, a Democrat from eueens; and
former State Bar Association presi
dent James C. Moore, a Republican
and a partner at Harter, Slcrest &
Emery in.Rochester.

The State Bar Association has sub.
committees that are reviewing the
candidates, and a l6-memUer fianeithat is interviewing those on thl list.
l he group wil l then rate the candi_
dates as well-qualified, qualified or
not qualified.

_. A_similar process ls under way at
the City Bar, which will release |t;;"t
lngs on Wednesday, according io
Presldent Evan A. bavis, of Cle"arv-
Gottlieb, Steen & Hamifton. fvrr.-OiviJ
said the candidates will alt Ue tniei-
viewed by subcommittees before the
executive committee makes finJ
determinations.

"We look at the quality of thelr
work, cnaracter, temperament, exDe-
nence, aptitude," Mr. Davis said.

Term of Service
Court ofAppeals judges serve a l+ ,

year term, but are required to retire
at the end of the year in which they r
I939h_ I!. age of 70. They are paii
$151,000 annually.

-The open seat was recently vacat_
{.bV {lAg: Joseph W. Seltacosa, who
.9qr4 in September to become dean
of St..John's Universlty Scfrool of Gw.

rn his two previous Court of Appeals
selections, Governor pataki hi, p;
3o!d Republicans from the Appeiiaie
Divisions- He appointea nic'fr'ara- i:.
w_estey of the Fourth Department in
1996 and A]bert M. Rosenbtatt "iifru
Second Department in 199g.
- Capitol denizens speculate that
Justice Graffeo and Judge n"iO-uiu
the leading contenders-. Both are
women with close ties to Governor
Pataki. Both have "olia n"puilfi"a'n
connections and both live in the Cao_
ital Region, as did Judge BellacoJa
b"!o-t his retirement. p,inait;y asiO-e]
neither the Governor nor anyone
close to the selection process has
commented on the candidates.
. The Senate, which is out of session,
has.no plan to return before tne ent
of the year. However, ttre Cove.noi,i
nominee could serve in an interim
basis unti l confirmation.

The next Court of Appeals vacan_
cy, barring an early retirement oroearn, wii l occur at the end oI 2002-when Judge Howard A. L"fi;;;;;;:
es mandatory retirement age.


