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Ethics Opinion
Allou;s Criticism
Of TrinlJudge
BY DAIIEL W|SE I

A LAWYER MAy criticize a ludge,s 
:

handling of a trial, but only ,, ina tEm_
perate and dignified manner," the As-
sociation of the Bar of the City of New
York has concluded in an idvisorv
opinion.[nron. I

The ruling wai issued by the associ- I
ation's Committee on Frofessional
and Judicial Ethics in response to an

TEXT OF OPINION - PAGE 2

inquiry from a lawyer, not identified
in the opinion.

The attorney asked if he could ex-
press his views in a professional pub_
lication that a judge, in overseeing a
trial involving one of the lawyer's ili_
ents, had been '.hostile, beiligerent,
aggressive, abusive, intlmidating and
generally intemperate."

The committee's advice comes in
the midst of harsh attacks on several
judges by two of the state's best
known lawyers, Governor pataki and
Mayor Giuliani. yesterday, for in_
stance, Governor pataki calied for the
impeachment of Brooklyn Criminal
Court Judge Lorin Ducliman if the
State Commission on Judicial Conduct
should not act to remove him within
60 days. Judge Duckman has been un-
der fire for reducing the bail of a sus_

Contlnued on page 2, column 3
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Lawyer's Criticisml of Judge permitted
contlnued rrom pase r, cotumn 3 i liliilii",iit 

thc Judsc tor *'"t u,.;;1r,;;rllr- d:y lg at. timer
P,".d'-Ill9a|terbelngre|ear"offi..,.H;"#}::r"theroied;.t;;;";his . girlrriend, i"a-iJi'iln'*rs he : '. onlnrnn ',.. ,:,, , !i ,\ ,^,- ,.rt^lil9:: I :F criticlem, rir!'s 6"",rErrq' -rq ror r€marks he uplnlon .. .., , i..,;: fo11, y$ change of tn. t"iii"v.i"ri.
i?d:_d:T.g the hearlng thst were 

-r--_--- 
Ec 8_6 aftempts to bahnce thesesalo to suSgest a cavalier attitude.to- n^ r__.., competing concerns In the context ofward spousar abuse. The rnqurrer rr.i-li8ry op"rr. jir-diJiii'"ii"u""r.lipr"il;;d;il

,"jijf,fn'H?t'lr,11'lj.':T*l:, ::.'.'"o,jlil:"::1*-1.::-"1,r,!e.r6- 
' 

;;;;s shourd protest eamesuvtee round no birt6 a rawyer's."ri;;' 'esented trre aereriaan-t-r-n 
l.i:i;:lii ilfi:i*li*"Hil*,iffil?r€marks critical ol a iudge, but cau- Injury case. The Jury Jound the Inqulr_. . ti"* ol'tno*" *ho are unsuited forrioned rhar the lawvers be rure ol er,scllentliable,butawardednoa.am- 

iirJ.iljr.n... Adiudicatorv offi-their racrs and proceed rn a digninJ 
i,iil :il:i"::i"|f; T: ::::-1,:_.: ii::fi; beins whouy rree to de_manner. - 
fully concluded and nr

.. The committee, tor instance, urqed pending. The inquhgyi
Inat.lawyers avoid "petty crltlcigis" the ludge commiited sr!h"l.r."',*v91" iifu',;;;O.t;id#$ !lg,Iu"*..o-';1it?':' 

r'rsYea urrt: recelve the support or rhe uai 
|;"'o ut si,. ia"a-uy "-aiiiJ,.ii'riii",Ji. parii"r''"i,.onii,l.i'offilT-1 ff#"j J""":'dtli"lf; W; I il:';ff1,,Y,o"i"i:jllj;tr" rni ori :ff::i'J"t,*:','l"d#,'lig:lT',*r# ;;',iJ;. ruch orncrars pubricry, Iary intemperate .;ffli:iiilit:lT' lljli**,.*-".Jloji-:i1"_,1;i | 1
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fully concluied "nO no "oo.': 
"-" crars' not Deinr wholly lree to de- | ;p"'iging. rr,. i"iiii'"i"rdrii#',if; I lll3,.$":lllP'- T" "',trtrla-t" I I

wonhy or Attenlon 11:.li:i{1,e;il;t-"l"""'ffii1f: , l[#'J,:ij*:^.":ryj*::::"_'r li.rvrrrry er ArrenUon Gc"ft;L]i;;th'"".:::.:.:1T1,,rner,;i proprtatelanguage,ind"uolap-i-

. The tawyer asking for gutdance had u.liiii-i "iii .L#h}'f,:Xr"'8"""^"*:: tv.crltlclsmr,-lotirtiru"tt"i*a lii
lnformed itte cottiittu.'[tifi;ffi tence,anlmur-;ilil'"T:T":i'ji:i'|Pj' htemp€rate'strtements tend to
1:_g,i_*'0,."".1i *itr, ii."iiitl'coil . p-"'"nt, "na h-'"i-'";,l:":fis, l",f'.3.?:3i:"..",;11"13:1"_".ylr-";mtssio" ;n-rulli;i"cffi;:i: *"ilifi inJ-i,i"i".r"i, fi#"":J:*j$'J,",f, gi,,#:",i: "i;!1Ttr"THX,i: I Fhad, decided.agalnst proceedi'ng *iil other. attorneys wittr experlenie be- H;;;\Fiti*iTltilffi;':'.-, l:;[x1"tr;''Jl{11,sono*tinur" iu,i,',iu'o'' *"'"*' t't"';;-";i | [

1"p-" ,*liml:lli i"r,illirr:u".�d$fixj:fn.",l ffifllii,i,l"'$?f'*-:'",ii:: lil;:i,id"Jl'ifi':5:ilL':,1?T.$i?i :ifli??,'#"T-c;;ilil1Tri'i 
rawe*;o;::"'::?Tiiyr$l'*l;

5:"T:!?,,?""',";,'":",'ffe".sH"".j; iw#*ltiijtt"ri# :'["#g,tl';"t'Lu*"on0",",
i:i:':1ffi".,1t';'li;H*.{..6';;i fi::""ffiilf"111",".:lti..*1,'*ii ilr"ii"i!,1}'",'ililL*iil"iy'.:fl
,,"131 ,il""lll1.li:.:::l[Tti"ffi; ilJL?lu:i'H'"!il,*i:, i"X'"1"; , LT:,[S,il'j1 l['",i'",H,'1,"f,:[
nrs complalnts are "well founded" In 'Iqdbythelegalcbmnunrw.in"wiii.il .lloltTqly maklng false accu-ratlonr;li{il:ijfiti"fiil",#tjil:: tl"fl';",:t'ifly$fti'"'t":jffi li: $ti"*.;;#ilt:}iliiill.;."*::
if.{ld*t$::lii""f:'fl{"fi:s il+11}}"i',]l{ii*ffiiffii"m}!' li.,illr"liio*'Y'""J'�"1d:f:;

[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[[*1,*;,*1r;ln*l'rdi::,iHi*f';:d,'i*tf]i{m',"',::*i:f ifi{*$$$l;?3*:;
;.ft d.wt'*:H:$'i}:1ffiii,fr #trftb{,",,1f;L?i;"i,.};$.jT[x1*,:,,,,,ruf*g+li,
:''i':Tlrilir;:'*':X'i:',::Ux;T*: 1""ll."J.:l'rn":'"","lH,.J:,"i* :. i3i"J11H,fr:::"'fi[.3jJf,i:''*:ffi,ff1':i"ffllii 

" ** Amcndment' '"": ;r';"',j.ilf#Liii,iiir*Ti,i"i$;il"t'iil*froRMrroprNr;il*rt*;1#,{*ilx;itt"r;li,,fi+i,rllf fd;*,gtt
1996-l , ' , , . . . , i . : . ,  0992);cr. I lni tedSiotd-a.-; ; ; . : i ; . ,  r ]sgtothele\retof avtotat ionotthe

roprGr srrra-o-r. ^^--^--,_l I1 q2s -(2<r clr. iees) i;;i#;b:.r:*:.:l.ldrclar .conduct, b"i-rh;ii;
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i.qi:' s'�a'�emen'�s 'on"'n,1, *ffi,3'{3ft}#:i1"ffifilfifi;fi1xi{r".ifi'lltiffi,il1sx
DtoE.?r A tar,vyer may make publtc a22 (l9z),'wherher the reuer ne-i"-'i, x1,..-.Jtt#*:l&T;frtJ':i:T:fi:

lii:ti:if{t{h"n'$:'.'.":#:+i [s:rix"tTjd;,Hi$#h;!:'tsil{r,'$ir"1;h',,1#m{,1il,[fiS'l'i:','"T;,il,il:",1:l'1f,:f';:i:li [rX"',"t"L,::::uon'*'t- domiiiiiee iti"'irlllff;"':il*i!;*lhgi
ll'"flf.:#,i'"0*|,$t$ti.*l,TlilT-yi_$r+irt!,s:l{,i,ffi"?1di,1i,fffl$f,ff1*.ffi5';li4if,.1l,lsTi"'s"fi$lT;
a.ttes:d .,udictar.' dt"";n; ;;lT.;; i.;iilcTrne : lud-ge. Any such statemcnts y
sr,outd-b€-lnrehaed-rUtnprOrtfUre,, 11

,h ia, ,co6p1";ot  ,n.
tFfrhls criticlsmr ardsnouro DFlntehded-lu-mlDr6v!-the i.! rtr rmplulllg'.the1€g{l sydtbtil,lrEc,gilr ,rJFru{F{'ru5.cnucl3ma ard wEll-forlddrllh|qc

ffi;l','"'T#'"made In a digniria; ;5y*:rvJ#:HiJ'tg:i'$*.,*si ii:J:fi_1fft ,ffi,H',::H ff#,jfl I 5,:f,
GoDErDR8-l02rR\.F. .e_r ao ^o 

"  o8nlze.-det lc lencler ' tn tn i i leq;r  i : | t l * l  8tatements.onlywhsnm6t iy6g- |Parr ."oo.' o. r.ioritl, ro *,, *, ,.. 
' 
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eueguo;-T;trff trj1."';:n;i.ftri;fil.,.i?.ll*f 'Fj:iTHl,3:""}.siill:,,xi
_inluatlrtco;';i;;;i l i l.Hiil:i.|I1ewron|y|natemperat.e,Jiri ' iri"j|"""l

May a lawver erhicatr. -,'. .- -*, : 5lectton.o.f Judger. ec a-t, &el fi;i' manner. 
| |uq. May a lar+'yer ethicalty write 

Ersuuol oI luoqet' Ec E l' &6. Thlr ' I Dusl

cre ror a proressional ro,r-'r Sri#- :::l':il3j!1titv. necertattiv- ent"tii - | llcle[oraprolessionallirurna,:rIudcrz-1iqi;'E#'d#fi:'';J''.''"':":i,'.,i;ffi|1"n
l n8apar t i cu la r iudge lorebu l tve-and. r " '_ i ] -u i " . i i i i i l a ry .A t thesame� �
inte.mberateiuoi.i"i.oniiIi;ffifi.:ffiT.;ljf"i"'*l,l*^I^.1|9.^TI"<|'nfr.
f:t $:X$*t*ilif:,*'"'lii i:li' i,!';f,li.,f;fmyji H; ,,'d:tt'"?.1*:l*tTplL-:*-:xe | {y,i
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