
Wasrcursren fu ro nv Teupr.e
STEPHEN MERKEL
CANTOR

N o v e m b e r  7 , 1 _ 9 9 4

Best  Regards,

Cant,or St,ephen Merkel
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Governor Mario Cuomo
Executive Chamber
S taE .e  Cap i ta l
A lbany ,  N .y .  12224

Dear Governor Cuomo,

r am certain that Ehis art icle has come to yourat tent , io?_ly  now.  I  am a lso cer t .a in  t ,hat  you of  a I lpeople wi l l  act  t .o  seek the t ruLh in  th is  unfor tunatescenar io .  r  happen to know th is  ramiry f - ina can atEestto E'heir unparal leled lever or inreti l i ry ana hope youcan f ind t ,he t , ime to ass is t  oor iJ  sa isower in  hersE,ruggle.

I  a lso hearL i ly  hope _ !o- .  your  success in  youre lect ion ef for ts ,  an& r  s-hal r  u" ' "n . " . i ig  v""  when yousucceed .
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Where Do You Go
When ludges Break the Law?

p*o*t rlrE wAy lhe current electoral races are
I  shaping up,  you'd th ink judic ia l  corrupl ion isn, t
an issuc in New york. Oh, rcally?

On June 14,  1991,  a New york Sta lc  cour t
suspendcd an allorney's l icensc to practicc law_
immcdiatcly, in<Jefinitely and unconditionally. The
attorney was suspcndcd with no noticc of .harg"s,
no hearing, no findings of profcssional misconduct
and no rcasons. All lhis violatcs the law and the
court's own explicit rulcs.

Today, more lhan lhrce ycars laler, lhe sus-
pension rcmains in effccl, antl thc court rcfuses even
lo providc a hearing as to the basis of thc suspension.
No appcllalc rcvicw has bccn allowcd.

Can this rcally happcn hcrc in Amcrica? lt
not  only  can,  i t  d id.

Thc uilorncy is l)oris L. Sassowcr, rcnowncd
nationally as a pionccrof cclual righrs anrJ fami Iy law
reform, with a <listinguishcd 35-ycar cur.er ot rhe
bar. Whcn thc court suspen<Jcd hcr, Sassower was
pro bono counscl in a landmark voling righls case.
The case challengcd a potit ical dcal invJving the"cross-endorscmcnl, ' 

of judicial can<Jidates that *as
implcmcntcd at  i  l lcgal ly  conr luctcd nominat ing con-
vcnl ions.

Cross-endorscmcnt is a bartering scheme by
which opposing polit ical parties nominate lhc same
candidates for public office, virtually guaranteeing
lhcir clcction. Thcsc ..no conlest" dcals frcqucntly
involve powcrful judgcships and turn volcrs into a
rubber stamp, subverting thc democratic proccss. In
Ncw York and olher statcs, judicial cross cndorse-
ment is a way of l i fe.

One such dcal was actually pul into writ ing in
1989. Democratic and Republican party bosses dealt
oul sevcn judgeships over a three_year period. ..The
Deal" also includcd a provision lhat one cross-
cndorsed candidale would be ..elecled,, 

lo a l4_vear
judiciat term, then resign eight months after taking
lhe bench in ordcr to be..electccl" to a different, more
patronage-rich judgcship. The result was a musical-
chairs succcssion of ncw jucJicial vacancies for othcr
cross-cndorscd candiclalcs to fi l l .

Doris Sassower fi led a suil to slop lhis. scam,
but, paid a heavy pricc for hcr rolc o, o lu.ti"iotwhistlc-blowcr. Juclgcs who wcrc lhcmsclvcs lhc
products of cross-cntJorscmcnl t lumpcd thc casc.

Other cross-endorsed brelhren on the bench then
viciously retaliated against hcr by suspending hcr
law l iccnse,  pul t ing her  out  of  busincssovcrn ight .

Our stalc law providcs cit izens a remedy to
ensure independcnt rcvicw of governmental mis_
conducl. Sassower pursue<J this remedy by a scpa_
rate lawsuit against the judges who suspen<Jed hcr
liccnsc.

That rcmedy was destroyed by those judges
who, once again, disobeyed thc law _ this time. thc
law prohibit ing a judge from deciding a case lo
which he is a party ancl in which he has an intcrest.
Predictably, lhe judges dismisse<l the case against
themselvcs.

Ncw york's Altorney Gcneral, whosc job
includes dcfcnding state jurJges sued for wrongdo-
ing, arguccl lo our slale's highcst courl lhal tncrc
should bc no appcllatc rcvicw of lhc jurlgcs, scll_
interested dccision in thcir own favor.

lasl monlh, our slatc's highest courl _ on
which cross-endorsed judges sit _ denied Sassowcr
any right of appeal, turning its back on the most basic
lcgal principle that ..no man shall be the judge of his
own causc." In lhc process, thal court gavc i ls latcst
dernonstration that judges and high-ranking state
officials are above the law.

Three years ago this week, Doris Srrro*.,
wrote lo Covcrnor Cuomo asking him to appoint a
special proscculor to investigalc thc documentcd
evidcnce of lawless conduct by judges and the retal_
iatory suspension of her l icensc. He rcfuserl. Now,
all state remcdies have becn cxhausted.

Thcre is sti l l  t ime in the closing days before
lhe election to tJcmand that candidatcs for Govcrnor
and Attorney General adtlress the issue of jutl iciat
corruption, which is real and rampant in this stare.

Where do you go when judges brcak thc law?
You go public.
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Contact us wilh horror stories of your own.

CENrrr.for J*
JunrcnL

AccouNTABrLrry
TEL (914) 421-12OO . FAX (914) 684_6ss4

E-MAIL probono@detphi.com
Box 69, Gedney Station . White plains, Ny 10605

The center lor Judtclat.Accountablttty, lnc. ls a natlonar, non-partisan, not-ror-profi! citizens, organizationrarsrng pubrc conscrousneis about how Judges oreix ne-Ew and get away with it. 
.


