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Aprrl24,1996

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State of New york
Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany, New York lZ2Z4

Attention: Martha McHugh, Director of Scheduling

Dear Governor pataki:

Box 69, Gedney Station
White Plains. New York 10605

As you may know from past correspondence sent to your oftice, the Center for JudicialAccountability, Inc. is-a national non-profit, non-partisan, citizens' organization -- headquartered
in white Plains, New York -- working to rebuild our judicial system;y rn.;nin;fuI reform of thejudicial selection and discipline processes. Earlier thii month, our work was featured on an A&Ecable documentary about judicialmisconduct, which aired throughout the country. A copy of ourinformational brochure is enclosed.

We understan{lh.at you are to be the Law Day speaker on May l st at pace universityLaw School in white Plains. Although you are probably heavily schedul.d on that day, would itbe possible for us to.make a brief presentation to you on u.naiof the people oitt e State ofNewYork while you are in white Plains? our presentation is not an award or citation, but somethingfar more important to the citizenry of this stut.' Petitions expressly addressed to you as Governorand signed by thousands of New Yorkers--calling for an investigation ofjudicial comrption inNew York State.

To substantiate the compelling need for.such investigation, we also wish to present youwith a copy of the litigation file of our case against the New-york State commission on JudicialConduct' As detailed in our past correspondence to your office, that file documentarily
establishes that the Commission on Judicial Concluct is corrupt and has comrpted the judicial
process. For your convenience, we enclose a copy of our Letter to the Edito;, .,Commission
Abandons Investigative Mandate" published in the August 14,lggs New york Law Journalabout our ground-breaking legal challenge to the Commission and how it was dumped by thesupreme court, New york county, in i fraudulent judgment of dismissal.

It would be a powerful symbol ofyour commitment to restoring public confidence in ourthird branch of government if you, as New York's CEo, could find a rioment on Law Day topersonally accept the Petitions of thousands ofNew Yorkers addressed to you,as well as ourcorroborating litigation file against the commission on Judicial conduct.
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- If it is impossible to schedule our personal presentation on Law Day, please let us knowwhen we could make such presentation on an alternate date as close to r"#o"y as convenient tocommemorate your commitment. Kindly fax or telephone the Center so that appropriateiurangements can be made.

,--^,-9I 
deepest appreciation for your attention to this issue of transcending publiclmportance.

Yours for a qualityjudiciary

&naa
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER" Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc.

Enclosures



To the Editor

Comm'n Abandons
Investigative Mandate
^ Yo$ frory-p-age article, ..Funding
Cut Seen Curbing Disciplininn o-f
Judges," (NylJ, AW. l) iiuoio"n"
chairman of the Netyyoik State Com-
mission on Judicial Conduct as saying
that budggt c-ut$ are compromiiing'the 

commisbidn's ability to'carry butq'its constitutional mandate." 
-That

mandate, delineated in Article 2-i of
the Judiciary laq ls to ..investifate"
each complaint against iudges an? iu_
$igiat cqndldales,, the only exceptibn
being where the commisiion ..dleter-
mines that the complaint on its.face
lackb merit" (t44.1).

.Yet, long ago, in the rrery period
when your article shows thelonmis-
sion had more than ample resources
- and indeed, was, thereafter, re-
questing less funding - the commis_
sion Jettisoned such investigative
ATglq.by promulgating a rute (22
I{YCRR t7000.3) converting its min-
datory duty to.an optional one so that,
unbounded by any standard and with-
out inrrestig?iton, it could arbtharily
dismiss judicial misconduct com-
plaints. The unconstitutional result of
such rule which, as written, cannot be
reconciled with the stahrte, is that, by
the commission's own statistics, it
dismisses, without investigation, over
100 complaints a month.-

Foryears, the commission has been
accused of going after small town ius-
tices to the virtual exclusion of thbse
littirg on this state's higher courts.
Yet, until now, the confiientialiV;f
the commission's procedures h'as'pre_
vented researchers and the miOiu
from glimpsing the kind of faciattv-
meritorious complaints the commii_
slon orsmrsses and the protectionism
it practices when the iomplaineA-of
judge is powerful and politicalty_.o.,_

NEWYORK LAWJOURNAL

Monday, August 14, lggs

negte!. However, the Center for Judi-
crat Accountability lnc., a not_for-
p ro f i t ,  non-pa i t i san  c i t i zLns ,
organization, has been developing an.
archive of dupticate copies of s"uch
complaints. Earlier this year, we un-
dertook a constitutional "nufiuntuL
the commission's self-promulg?"0
ryle-, as writen and applied. Our"lrti-
9te JA, peUtion annexeU- copies oi ilsirtfacially-.meritoriou, *rnpf"fri,
against higtr-ranking iudges nfeO witfrtne commission since lggg, all sum-
t33ly dismissed by the comrnisiJn,
with y .finding ttrit ttre "orpfrioL
were facially without merit
_ _ln 

"round one" of the litigaiton,
Manhattan Supreme Court l"usii;u
ttennan Cahn dismissed the Article ?g
proceeding ir " decision reported on-
the second-front-page of ttr-e lutv gt
Law Joumal and rynriqteA in fuff'. gy
his decision, Justice Cahn, igilring
the fact that the commission"w.s--in
defaulf held the commission'J ,eit-
gp4rllg4ed rule constitutional. He
did this by ignoring the colilmlsrion;s
own explicit definition of the term ..in_
vestigation" and by advancing an ar-gument never put forward 

-Uv 
tfre

commission. As to the unconstitirtion_
ality oI the rule, as applied, deil;_
:y19d b.l tle -commisiibn's summary
clismissals of the eight facially-meritd.
rigys complaint5, Justice C"tn tuiO,
1tlTt any lay to support such ruting
and b_y misrepresenting the factual
record before him, that ..the issue is
not before the court.', . 

--

The public and legat communitv are
encouraged to access the papeis in
$e Article 78 proceeding 

'fr6m -tne

New york Couniy clertC"otii-ce'i.s;;-
souer u. Commission, #g1-l0gl4l) _
including the_many motions Uy citten
Intervenors. What those papers un_
mistakably show is that the commis_
sron pro tec ts  judges  f rom the
consequences of their judicial miscon_
{uct - and, in turn, is protected by
them.

Elena Ruth Sassower
White Ploins, N.y-
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