CENTER / JUDICIAL ACCOUNTABILITY, inc.

(914) 421-1200 « Fax (914) 684-6554

Box 69, Gedney Station
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White Plains, New York 10605
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June 13, 1996

Assembly Judiciary Committee
L.0.B. Room 831

Empire State Plaza

New York, New York 12248

ATT: Anthony Profaci, Associate Counsel

RE: Senate-Assembly Bill #117

Dear Anthony:

We support the above-numbered Bill not because it proposes to
provide for publication in the City Record of names of "approved"
candidates for Housing cCourt judgeships--which publication, in

and of itself, is essentially meaningless--but because of itg
noble purpose.

That purpose, "to give greater access to the public of lists of
possible housing Judges in the State of New York", is reiterated
in three different places in the Bill's Memorandum in Support--
not only under the heading entitled "Purpose", but under the
headings entitled "Effects of Present Law which This Bill Would
Alter" and "Justification".

We do not know anyone, lawyers included, who reads the "city
Record" and, certainly not "the public at large",.

Plainly, lawyers, who are in the category of ‘"interested
parties", referred to in the Bill's "Justification" section, are

more 1likely to read the New York law Journal than the City
Record.

Since you faxed the Bill to us yesterday, we have been
endeavoring to ascertain whether the Law Journal picks up items
from the City Record for inclusion in the paper, including its
front-page "Today's Hews: Update®. We'll let you know as soon as
the Journal returns our telephone nessages. If the Journal does

rely on the City Record, then perhaps the Bill would serve to

afford notice to lawyers--albeit still not to "the public at
large". '

We are gratified by the report in today's Law Journal that
Chairwoman Weinstein is considering a bill to "provide greater
public access for the screening process for appointed
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Judgeships, perhaps including disclosure of applicants' names and
backgrounds, as well as public access to misconduct proceedings."

We must say that we find most troubling that the above-numbered
simple Bill--which provides for the most minimal publication of
the names of candidates for Housing Court judgeships~--should have
such a tortuous "Legislative History", According to the
Supporting Memorandum, this is now the fourth attempt at passage-

-the first beginning in 1993, We would appreciate copies of the
three prior bills. ,

Interestingly, and we do not know if there is any connection with
the first bill, proposed in 1993, but in 1992, the Law_Journal
ran an item in its "Today's News: Update" announcing the names of
first-time Housing cCourt candidates, which it attributed to
"sources"., 1In kertinent part, the item read:

"The Housing court Advisory Council has
forwarded the names of six candidates to
Civil cCourt administrators to fi1] two
vacancies in the Housing Court, sources
reported. The six candidates are.. . "

The full notice from November 23, 1992 ijisg annexed, as are a
sampling of other notices from the Law Journal's "Today's News:
Update" reflecting that when it comes to reappointment of Housing
Court judges, the Advisory Council publishes the names of the
sitting judges and explicitly announces that it is "seeking
comment",

We have many easy, straight-forward solutions to enable lawyers
and "the public at large" to come forward with essential
information bearing upon judicial qualifications. At present,
what we often get are mediocrities, who become judges without
anyone knowing about it beforehand--or with time enough to take
action.

We look forward to working together with the Assembly Judiciary

Committee to incorporate these practical solutions in future
Bills.

Yours for a quality judiciary,

<Yeq Cliiosdlre,

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc.
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The Advisory Council of Housing
Court said it is seeking comment
on two Manhattan Housing Court
judges, Marilyn Shafer and Peter
M. Wendt, who are up for reap-
pointment when their terms expire
March 30. Comments should be
sent to the council’s chairman, Da- -

vid Rosenberg, at the Civil, Court’s -
Administrative Office, 111" Centre .

Street, New ‘York;, N,Y
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The Housing Court Advisory

. Council has forwarded the names

of six candidates to Civil Court ad-: .
ministrators to fill two vacancies '

on the Housing Court, sources re- ' -
ported. The six'candidates are: .
Marc Finkelstein, director of BLS ' :

Legal Services; Oymin Chin, a state

assistant attorney general; Laurie" J
Lau, an-associate at Marcus Borg *
Rosenberg & Diamond; Ann Katz, a

private practioner; Ruben Martino,

an attorney with the Bronx Legal :

Aid Society; and Howard Arenz, an
attorney at the City Department of
Housing, Preservation and Devel:
opment. David' Rosenberg, chair-
man of the Advisory Council and a

partner in Ms. Lau's law firm, re- :
cused himself from the matter. G
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The Advlsory Council for the
Housing Court is seeking appli-
cants for Housing Court judgeships
that may become available next
year. Applications, returnable by
Oct. 16, may be obtained from the
office of Civil Court Administrative
Judge Jacqueline W. Silbermann,.
111 Centre Street, Room 1240, New
York, N.Y. 10013.
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The Advisory Council to the Hous-
ing Court is seeking comment on
two Housing Court judges, Joseph
B. Goldman and Janice L. Bowman
in co.i‘meclion with their propose(i
appointment to new five-year
termis in January. The panel asked
tha'l comments be sent by Oct. 31
to its Administrative Offices at the
Houslmg Court, 111 Centre Street
12t floor, New York 10013, .

&///L = ,;'/‘FJ"

The Housing Court's Advisory
Council is seeking comment on the
reappointment of Brooklyn Hous-
Ing Court Judge Jason Worth,

- whose five-year term expires Oct.

10.- Comments should be sent to .

~+David Rosenberg, the council's
..chairman, at the Civil Court's Ad--
* ministrative Office, 12th Floor, 111

Centre Street, New York, N.Y.

. 10013, The deadline for-submis-
““sions-is May 19. - -



