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NOMINATIONS OF RICFIARD C. WESIJEY, oF NgW YORK, To BE IIIIfTED

STATE$ eIP.eItIT JUDGE FOR Tl{E SECOI{D CIRCUIT; ,J. RQNNIE

GREER, OF TENNESSEE, TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR

THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TENNE-qSEE; THOIvIAS M- IIARDIMAN, OF

PENNSYIJVANIA, TO BE TINITED STATES DTSTRICT JI.JDGE FOR THE

WESTERN DISTRTCT OF PENNSIIVANIA; MARK R. KRJIVITZ, OF

CONNECTICIJT, TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRIET .]IIDGE FOR THE

DISIRICT OF CONNECTICUT; AND JOHN A- WOODCoCK. OF MAINE, TO

BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JT'DGE FOR tI{E DTSTRTCT OF MAINE

THIIRSD.AY, WAY 22, 2OO3

United States Senate,

., , Comrnittee on the ,Judiciary,

Wash ingEon,  D.C.

The Cornmi t tee  met , ,  pursuanE to  no t ice ,  a t  2 :02  p .m. ,  in

room sD-226, Dirksen senate of f iee Buirding, Hon. saxby

Chambl ise,  presiding.

Present : senators chanrlcliss, specler, and schumer .

OPENING STATEMENT OF I{ON. SA)(BY 
'EHAMBLISS,

A U.S. SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF GEORGIA

SenaEor  Chambl iss .  lp res id ing . l  The Comrn i r tee  w i l l

eome to order.

we are pleased to see so many of  our colreagues here.

I t  looks l ike we a lmost  have a quorum. This  is  greaE.

we want  to  isEue a specia l  wercome to arr  o f  our

4F . I -n, *,JU
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coach ing .

Sinee r had Lhat, same experience

used to a lways gret  asked the quest ion:

them than a l l  the ot .her  team members?

them that .

of coaching my son, f

Were you tougher on

Maybe I ought co ask

[Laughter .  J

Mr.  woodcock.  r  have a greaE respect  for  the F i f th

AmendmenE, and I wil l-  take the Fifth on that.

[Iraughter. I

Senator  Channbl iss.  I  understand.

You have epent over 2E years as a auceessful advocate

for your cl ient,s. What do you think is the biggest

challenge you wil l  face in your new role i f  you are

conf i rmed ae a d is t r ic t  cour t  judge?

Mr. wood,cock. r think making the transit ion from

advocacy to judieial bearing is always a charlenge. over

the course of pracLicing Law for numerous years , 26 years,

one of the benefits r have had the opportunity to engage

in. al-ong with many other practlcing lawyers, is that we go

from judge to judge Eo judge,  and we see d i f ferenr  judges,

and we are able to try to determine what characterist ics of

a judge we feel would be appropriate

Those three character i -s t ics  that  r  fee l  most

appropriaEe for a judge are legar competence, which we take

as a given, common sense, and temperament. And Ehose thinqs

6 4
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r hope to bring to the bench if  confirned by the senaLe-

Senator  Chambl iss.  GentJ-emen,  le t  me gay Eo each of

you ind iv idual ly  and.  coJrecEive ly  that  iE is  pret ty  obv ious

why you hawe been nominated for your respective judgeships.

You ar1 .poEaess, obviousry, grreat i .egar experience and

competence, or you would not be here, but you touched ol,

someth ing there,  Mr.  woodcock,  and that  is  temperament ,  and
just, from your response here tod.ay, r think each of you

possesses that  neceesary jud ic ia l  Eemperanee thaE we need.  to

see more of ten f rom the bench than we somet imes do.

r wirr t ,e11 you that you may receive written queations

f rom other  members of  the commit tee-- t .hey have unt i r  5  p.m.

on wednesday, tt lay 2g t.o submit writ ten guestions, and if

there are any, they wirr be eubmitted to you in shorE ord,er

fo l l ow ing  thaE .

That'  being eaid , l f  there are no furbher gueetions or

par t ie ipat ion f rom anyone on the comrni t tee,  we wiLI  s tand

adjourned.

lhank you very much.

lVoice of  un ident i f ied woman in  audience: ]

Voice' Mr' Chairmanr w€ are in opposit ion to ,Judge

wesley based on hie documented corrupt.J_on at the New york

Cour t  o f  Appeals .

Sena to r  Chamb l i ss .  I  w i l l  i s sue

have order . -  The Commit tee wi l l  s tand

a warn ing that  we wi lJ

in  recees unt i l  the
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pol ice can restore order .  Everyone remain seated.

I r a u s e .  ]

Voice.  Are you d i rect . ing that  I  be arrested?

Are you directing that I be arrested?

senaEor chambl iss.  r  am di rect ing that  the por ice

restore order,

Voice. Are you direct ing Ehat I  be a=est.ed?

l P a u s e .  J

senator chambrise. outside witnegses are welcome to

submit letEers supporting or opposing nominees for the

Cornmittee's consideration, but it is not our usual procedure

to invi ie outside witnessee t ,o test i fy ei ther in support  or

in opposi t ion to the nominat ion.

r  real ize rhar th ie rady is disappointed thaE she is

not able to make any statement this afternoon, but her

disappointmen! in no way condones any dieruption of this

hear ing.

F.gain, we wil l stand adjourned.

Thank you very much

[whereupon, at 3 232 p . m. , lhe cornmiet ee was ad j ourned. ]
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