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June 13, 2005

Assistant U.S. Attorney Aaron Mendelsohn
Assistant U.S. Attorney Jessie Liu
555 Fourth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530

RE: The Record on Appeal in the "Disruption of congress. case:

Dear Mr. Mendelsohn and Ms. Liu,

$: up-p.ul of my conviction and sentence for "disruption of Congress" is due to be filed in the
D'C. Court of Appeals on June 28,2005 - the firsf anniv.trury-of the date Judge Holeman
sentenced me to six months incarceration, to begin..forthwith'i.

As you know, the June 28, 2004 sentencing was taped - and subsequently transcribed.
Enclosed are pages 9-12 of the transcrip! reflecting, at page 12 the inaUitity of the
stenographer to discern what Mr. Mendelsohn said at the bench conference he had requested.

It is my recollection that Mr. Mendelsohn's words were to the effect that he had been
informed that Senate Legal Counsel takes "no position" or has "no opposition,,. This, withrespect to my quoting fi'om my June 24,2004 memo to Senate Judiciary-Committee Chairman
l"tq 

Ranking Member Leahy, Home-State Senators Schumer *d Clinton, and Senator
LnamDl|ss:

"...please be advised that the D.C. Court Services' May 28,2004 presentence
report recornmended that I perform 'community service'. I am per€ctly wiling
to perform 'community service' - so long as it consists of my working with ttle
Senate Judiciary Committee 

19 {*..top ways of facilitating and e.-nhancing
citizen participation in federal judicial ielection and otherwiie advancing thi
unimplemented non-partisan, good-govemment reform recornmendations of
The Ralph Nader congress project (1975), common cause (19g6), and The
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AUSA Mendelsohr/AUSA Liu Page Two June 13,2005

Twentieth 
lentury Fund Task Force on Judicial Selection (t9gs). Would this

be acceptable to you?',.

lt tr9 franscript shows, Judge Holeman cut me offas I was continuing the quote, ..If I do no!
F* 9?,P 

yop- I yill,rytutt you huu. No oBJECTION und *ill ,o info.- the Court at theJune 28th sentencin&l

Rule l0(c) of the D..C. cgyrt ofAppeals, "statement of the Evidence when The proceedings
Were Not Recorded or When a Transcript is Unavailable", would upp.* applicable to thissituation.

Please set forth your recollections, as soon as possible, of what Mr. Mendelsohn said at thebench conference so that it may be submitted to ludge Holeman "for sefflement and approval,,- and thereafter "included by the Clerk of the Supeiior Court in the record on upp.ul,,.

Additionally, I do not recollect what Ms. Liu told me in court on June Zg,2o}4,immediately
prior to sentencing, with respect to my June 25, 2004 letter to her reqrresting a copy of tn!government's "subsequent 'Information' bearing an April 2OO4 daie". Upon 

^my 
fustopportunity to examine the court file after completing.y ii*--onth jail sentence, the ONLy

dated lnformation I foun4 aside from the one I had rJceived at anaignment, was the amendedInformation (unidentified as such) which retained the May 23,20i3 date of the unamended
Information - and to which, when Ms. Liu proffered such backdated document in court onApril 14,2004,I objected [Tr. 68-71 ,72-73f . A copy of my June 25, 21o4letter is enclosed.

I also do not recollect whether - as also. requested by tny June 25, Zo}4letter -- Ms. Liu gave
me a copy of the second version of the "Governm.ni'r iroposed Elements ofthe Offense",,, assigned by Judge Holeman. However, I did obtain this document from the court file, which youhad each signed, as had Judge Holeman.

Your prompt attention would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

&enae@

Enclosures

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER
Appellant Pro Se

t In addition to these two May 23,20o3dated Informations, the court file contained copies of each Informationfrom which the lower portion with the date and other certifying ia"ntin.rs had been ,ut orr. please advise ifyouknow anything about these tampered-with documents - copies of rvhich I am enclosins.
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE D]STRICT OF COLUMBTA

CRIMTNAL DTVISION

Conected Page

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

v .

ELENA SASSOWER, D o c k e t  N o . :  M - 4 1 1 3 - 0 3

Defendant.
---------x

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .
June  28 ,  2004

The above-entit led action came on for a hearing
before the Honorabl-e BRrAN HOLEMAN, Associate Judge, in
Cour t room Number 2LB.

APPEARANCES:

On behalf of the Government:

AARON MENDELSOHN, Esquire
JESSIE  L IU ,  Esqu i re
AMANDA WILLIAMS, Esquire
Ass i s tan t  Un i ted  S ta tes  A t to rnevs

On behalf of the Defendant:

ELENA SASSOWER, pro Se
Wh i te  P la ins ,  New yo rk

MARK GOLDSTONE, Esquire
At torney Advj -sor
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .

PAMELA L. CARY
OFFICIAL COURT TRANSCRIBER
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Corrected page
of fer ing even a p lea here when the end game,  ds they knew,

was  no t  go ing  to  be  any  j a i l  t ime .

Now go ing  d i rec t l y ,  and  r  wou ld  - -  as  r  say ,  t he i r

memorandum -- there shourd be no sentencing where the u.s.

At to rney  i s  no t  w i f r i ng  to  s ta te  tha t  due  p rocess  has  been

h a d .

But going now to the reconrmendation of the of

cour t  serv ices,  the i r  recommendat ion in  my af f j_davi t ,  r

make a counterproposal ,  one which r  presented to  senate

Judiciary committee chairman Hatch, Ranking Member Leahy, New

York Home-state senators schumer and cl inton and senator

chambliss. r presented that counterproposal by memorandum,

dated June 24 'n,  which r  respect fu l ry  request  that  you hand

up to the court, so that r may comment specif ical ly on the

recolunendation of court services for community service.

r  sa id,  to  the senators,  p lease be advised that

D 'c '  cou r t  se rv i ces t  May  2g ,  2004  p resen tence  repo r t

reconrmended that r perform conrmunity service. r am perf ectly

wi l l ing to  per form conmuni ty  serv ice so rong as i t  consj -s ts

of  my work ing wi th  the senate Judic iary  commit tee to  develop

ways of  fac i l i ta t ing and enhanci_ng c i t izen par t ic ipat ion in

fede ra l  j ud i c ia l  se rec t i on  and ,  o the rw ise ,  advanc ing  the

unimplemented, nonpart isan, good government reform

recommendat ions - -  here i t  is  - -  o f  the Ralph Nader

Pro jec t ,  f r om 1975 ;  Common Cause ,  ] � 986 ;  and  the  20 rh
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Fund,  1988,  un imp lemented.  And my gues t ion  to  the  senarors

was, wourd th is be acceptabl-e to you? And r  under l_ ined i t

w i th  the  nex t  l ine ,  i f  I  do  no t  hear  f rom you

T H E  C O U R T :  E x c u s e  m e .  M s .  S a s s o w e r ,  f r m  g o i n g  t o

ask  you  ques t i ons  du r ing  the  cou rse  o f  t h i s  p roceed ing .  And

when you hear  me ask you a quest ion,  you are to  s top speaking

and  respond .

MS.  SASSOWER:  yes ,  you r  Honor .

THE couRT:  The quest ion that  r  have for  you i -s

whether  that  proposal  that  you made to the incorrect  par t ies

you now incorporate by reference and make to me. That is to

say that

l ong  as ,

exchange

you would be wi l l ing to  per form communi ty  serv ice so

and only  i f ,  i t  invo lves the Senate Judic iary

Committee.

MS. SASSOWER: Look - -

THE COURT:  No ,  no .  Ms .  Sassower?

MS.  SASSOWER:  Yes .

THE COURT: I  th ink that  we probably  had th is

be fo re .  f  don ' t  l ook

MS.  SASSOWER:  Look  i s  j us t  an  exp ress ion ,  you r

H o n o r .

THE couRT:  wer l ,  don 'L  use  i t  i n  t h i s  cou r t room.

Wou1d you respond to my quest ion,  p lease?

MS. SASSOWER: The response,  ds reguested in  my

a f f i dav i t ,  i s  i t  ac tua r l y ,  Ms .  wes t r y  doesn , t  subs tan t i -a te

1 01777
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give any explanat ion as to  why communi ty  serv ice is  even
approp r ia te  f@c . ,  okay?  A ld  r  have  sa id ,  i n
my af f idav i t ,  that  r  work fu i - r - - t ime championing meaninqfu l

and e f fec t i ve  mechan isms o f  jud ic ia l  ser_ec t ion  and
d isc ip l ine .  Th is  i s  fu l l - t ime communi ty  serv ice  tha t  r
a l ready  g ive .

But  to  be accommodat ing and to  construct ive ly  move
forward,  i f  the cour t  is  inc l ined to  that  par t icu lar

recommendat ion,  notwi - thstanding i t  is  not  substant ia ted,  r
have countered and in  my memo to the senators of  last  week,

June 24tn,  r  sa id to  them, i f  r  do not  hear  f rom you,  r  wi l l

assume you have no object ion,  and wi l l  so in form the cour t  a t
the June 28th sentencinq

. Now, your Honor __

THE COURT: Ms.  Sassower,  just  so that  you know,

the senators rea ' Iy  have no responsib i l i ty  to  you to  respond.

The i -ssue in  that  regard - -  the issue of  your  sentencing is
the so le purv iew of  the cour t .  And even i f  r  were to  receive
some document from the senate Judiciary committee, documents

which r  would not  expect  to  receive,  the ur t i_mate decis ion as
to the sentence imposed in  your  case wi l l  be determined by
m e .

Now,  l e t  me  ask

MR. MENDELSOHN:

you  some ques t i ons .

Your Honor, may we approach

b r i e f l y ?
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tHE couRr: very werr.  Ms. sassower, wourd you

'  

W $  
7  

|  
s ta te  fo r  me - .  i t ' s  my unders tand ing  thar  you are  emproyed
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f  
uv t r re center  for  Judic iar  Accounrabir i ry .  i iow many hours a
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t he  p rocess  o , f  ask ing  ques t i o r i s  pe r t , i nen t  t o  sen tenc ing .

2 3  
|  
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