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The united states, by and through irs attorney, the united

States At torney for  the Dis t r ic t  o f  Co1umbia,  hereby moves in  l imj -ne

for on order prior to tr ial precluding defendant from commenti_ng,

referr ing,  or  test i fy ing about  her  po l i t ica l  mot ivat ions,  po l i t ica l

be l i e f s ,  po l i t i ca r  causes ,  e t c .  The  gove rnmen t  re l i es  on  the

fo l lowing points  and author i t ies,  ds wel l  as addi t ional  po ints  and

authorit ies that might be raised before or during the hearing on

th is  mot i -on in  l imine:

1 .  O n l ( a y  2 2 ,  2 0 0 3 ,  & t  a b o u t  3 : 4 0  p . f f i . ,

entered a senate .Tudic iary  commit tee for  2nd c i rcu i t

and loud1y demanded to test i fy .  The defendant  wou]d

yel l ing in  the sess ion despi te  lawfu l  requests f rom

of f i c i a l s .  cap i to l  po l i ce  o f f i ce rs  who  were  p resen t

escor ted the defend.ant  out  o f  the sess ion and p laced

arrest  for  d isrupt ion of  Conqress.

the defendant

Judge Wesley

not  s top

Senate

at the hearin. '

her under

247



2-  Based  on  de fendan t , s  conduc t  on  the  day  o f .he r
arrest '  the government  ant ic ipates that  defendant  wi l r  a t tempt  to
use th is  cour t  as a forum to express her  po l i t ica l  v i .ews.  Any such
attempt to eommandeer the court for poli-t ical purposes is improper
and'  moreover '  defendant 's  po l i t ica l  v iews.and.  comments are whoLrr r
i r re levant  to  the issues in  th is  case

3 '  De fendan t  i s  cha rged  w i th  v io la t i ng  10  D .c .  code
s  503 .15  (b )  (4 )  .  Th i s  s ta tu te  makes  i t  un law fu l  f o r  a  pe rson  o r
group of  persons to  "  [ t ]  o  ut ter  1oud,  threatening,  or  abusive

langruage, or to engage in any disorderry or disruptive conduct, dt
any place upon the united states capitol Grounds or within any of
the capi to l  Bui ld j -ngs wl th  the in tent  to  impede,  d. isrupt ,  or  d is turb
the order ly  conduct  o f  any sess ion of  the congress. , ,  There is
nothing in the plain language of the statute that remotely suggests

that  ev idence of  the defendant ls  mot ivat j -ons or  po l i t ica l  be l ie fs

are inculpatory (or even exculpatory) f or thj-s criminal_ of f  ense.

4 '  De fendan t ' s  po l i t i ca l  mo t i va t i ons  and  be r ie f s  have  no
probat ive va]ue in  th is  case.  However ,  they pose a s ign i f icant

pre jud ic ia l  r isk .  Members of  the jury  might  sympath ize (or  perhaps
vehemen t l y  d i sag ree )  w i th  de fendan t , s  po l i t i ca l  be l i e f s  t o  the
extent  that  i t  would af fect  the i r  determi-nat ion of  defendant ,s  gu i l t
or  innoeence.  No doubt ,  cer ta in  pol i t ica l  issues hawe an
owerwhel_ming emot ional  e f fect  on eer ta in  people.
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5 '  F ina l ly ,  a l lowing defendant  to  use the Cour t  as a
plat form to express her  po l i t ica l  wiews cour_d have far_reaching

negat ive repercuss ions.  such a ru] ing would encourage th is

defendant ,  and probably  many others,  to  so journ f rom thei r

respec t i ve  s ta tes  to  wash ing ton ,  D .c .  f o r  t he  so le  pu rpose  o f
breaking our  laws in  order  to  secure th is  cour t  as a h igh-prof i re
pub l i c  f o rum to  p reach  the i r  po l i t i ca l  be r ie f s .  rn  the  p rocess  o f
b reak ing  ou r  1aws ,  t he  c i t i zens  o f  D .c .  w i l l  be  ha rmed .  The

numerous pol ice of f icers needed to respond to protestor-arrests

cos ts  the  c i t i zens .o f  Wash ing ton ,  D .C . ,  t housands  o f  do ] l a rs  i n
pol1ce over t i -me.  The draw of  o f f icers away f rom thei r  regular

ass ignments to  respond to prot .estor-arrests  jeopard izes the safety

of  our  eommuni t ies.  A l lowing each protestor /defendant  an

opportunity to take the stand and wax on his/her poli t icar agend.a

w i l l  need less l y  c log  th i s  cou r t , s  resou rces .  rndeed ,  a l l ow ing  the

defendant  to  use th ls  cour t  as a pol i t icar  forum could resul t  in

numerous days of  th is  Cour t ,s  (and the capt ive jurors, )  a t tent ion.

6 '  Precluding defendant from commenting on or referring

to her  po l i t ica l  v iews and mot ivat ions in  th is  case wi l l -  not  s t i f ]e

or  ch i l1  defendant 's  f reedom of  speech.  There are countress

leg i t ima te  fo rums  fo r  he r  po l i t i ca l  speeches :  t he  o f f i ces  o f  h i s
leg is la tors ,  op in ion le t t .ers  to  newspapers,  the publ ic  s idewalks,

etc .  This  cour t  hear ing th is  ease,  however ,  is  not  among those

count less leg i t imate forums
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WHEREFORE,

defendant from

v i e w s ,  b e l i e f s ,

the government requests that this court preclude

comment ing, referr ing,  or  test i fy ing on her pol i t ical

mot ivat ions'  or  speech dur ing the day of  her arrest .

r HEREB' cERTrFy that a copy of the foregoing was hand_servedin court and by mail upon the deiendant pro se, Erena sassower , !6
!3}"" i t ; : .3Li ; , i " io[ l ] t "  Plajns, New york, 1oGo3, o' , - t r , is 

'nd-

Respect fu l l y  submi t ted ,

ROSCOE C. HOWARD, .JR.
UNTTED STATES ATTORNEY

ANTHONY ASUNCTON
ASSTSTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
CHTEF, MISDEMEANOR SECTTON

AAR
A S S I ATTORNEY
( 2 0 2 ) 5 1 4  -  7  6 9 0

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
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