THE RUPTURED pUCK
He wore & rurtured duek in his lerel, and, in a way, it 74t
him, for he was lame, too, Bill had Ionst sonething in the warwe
not &n arm or leg, but sorething worse ( 1f socething eould be
wovrse)} , smbition,
It was most cle erly seen in hils eyes) thev had a strenge
quality, into whiceh could be read, with no difficulty, ”a*?eechg

bi tt&fﬂ@ss and alef withdrawsl,

Feorle did n@ﬁ litke meoting P111, They sald, it was too sweh
»
like facing your tonseclence, when vou had dond sowething wrong,

e

ihey recelled, with e twinge st thein heartstrings, the “heppy,
go~lucky kid" whoy.just & few years before, hed telked vivaciously
of the post-wer; after he hed "demolished those Japs®, They
rerembored, with & queer feeling 1n theip. Storachs, the Bill who hsd
struggled t rough the depression, oleaning offices: at night, so
that he-could go to eollegs by dey, That'B111 was going to conyuer
the world, discover new horizons, be famousew=-be L Rl Rk

At eight, Bill's mind was dlreedy made un, No doubt, no
gquestion a%aﬂtui%, &t &ll, He was ts b@,aﬁrenQWnad soientist, st o'
elphteen, he could not affopd lsboret ry fees, so he Beosme &
history g ior,

0dd, how fate meninuletes the strings of fﬁriunep Yhen war
broke out, he needed sne semestor Tor geesduation, but Bill was
never one to shirk, what he termed, his "auty", so, within the
month, he enlisted, They saw 'im off at tie 8tetion, early that
morning of Jauery seventh, 1048, and alil sternly advised him to
"rive thew hell fop 18y Bill'gehey watched him foree 8 sinile,

i 89 he responded, "will proceed as ordered®,
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In the alpy o Yeray he rose from peivate to ¢eplein, receive
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When he(r@ﬁurn@d, he was differente.-,
he was the conquerias hero, ell ripht, but this was not the way he

h ad plamncd 1%,
131 d1d not do -ueh of anyth?nﬁ} the first fow weeks gftep he
haé come bacl, but then no one expected that he should, after what
Ue had vane through, Bill said he weanbed & 11 tle vecetion, figured
he would “"take 1t easy, for s whilé“.

In the me entime, the Block parties ended, the bends stopned
playing "Johnny Comes March 1ing Home ég&in“, and the "Welcome Home"
signg wero removed,

Fo, B111l dig not do MEh of anvthing the First fow weels, op
the first few months, or the first fevw years,

They would see him on & ﬁe?g be wc%, &Gm@tiﬁﬁs, h@ad dovwri,

shoulders hunched, expres 431 intent, A1l 711 would say was that h

was " oh,Must thinking”, And so, he sits, day after day, week after

cweek, month after wonth, year aften TOE e,

A case of"unsatisfactory reaéjmstaen. Hot really. "Weak nerves"y

Ferhaps. Most of then agrecy a8 t hey watch 2111 "just thinking®,

thet sowething els- weas uptured, besides the duek he weurs in his

larel,

ksl p ; (e & pe P ¥ — 3 23 3
wone of them know, for sure, Thev do Luow tha

meetling Dill. It was too ruch lite #esing vour conscience, when

you hed done some#ing wrong,
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