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In re Martin-Trigona

Appeliate Pmcedm
‘Leave to File’ Requirement for
Sanctioned Litigants Is Upheld

Motions for disclosure of the identi-
ty of judges ruling on ‘leave to file’
applications submitted by sanctioned
litigants Anthony R. Martin and
George Sassower were denied on Nov. 5.

* Chief Judge Jon O. Newman, in In re
Anthony R. Martin-Trigona and In re
George Sassower, 93-5008 and 93-
3041, held that the procedure adopted
to implement the leave-to-file require-
ment was a permissible and warrant-
ed exception to the normal conduct of
appellate litigation. Vexatious litigants
sanctioned by the court were prohib-
ited from filing any papers without
first obtaining leave. The court found
that the challenged procedures,
which included anonymity of the par-
ticular judge assigned to handle all
leave-to-file requests by a certain liti-
gant, were a reasonable response to
the harassing abuse of the litigation
process. Sanctioned litigants were
deemed to have forfeited their rights
to the procedures available in normal
litigation.

Mr. Martin, formerly known as Mar-
tin-Trigona, and Mr. Sassower, repre-
sented themselves.



