
Center for Judicial Accountabitity, lnc. (GlA)

From: Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA) <elena@judgewatch.org>
Sent Thursday, December 6,20181:11 PM
To: 'speaker@nyassembly.gov';'Carl Heastie'
Cc 'Compensation Committee'; 'pretloJ@nyassembly.gov'; 'garyp@legislator.com'
Subiect Demand that You Substantiate Your Nov. 30, 2018 Testimony before the NYS

Compensation Committee with EVIDENCE -- as You Furnished NONE
Attachments: 12-6-18-ltr-to-heastie-with-exhibits-compressed.pdf

TO: ASSEMBTY SPEAKER HEASTIE

Attached is the Center for Judicial Accountability's above-entitled letter to you of today's date - to which the NYS

Compensation Committee and Assemblyman Pretlow are indicated recipients.

CJA's webpage on which the letter is posted, with the referred-to substantiating EVIDENCE, is here:
http://www. iudsewatch.orslweb-pases/sea rchins-nvs/2018-lesislature/hhh-com pensation-comm ittee/12-6-18-ltr-to-
heastie.htm.

Thank you.

Elena Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA)

www.iudgewatch.org
9L4-42t-1200
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December 6,2018

TO:

FROM:

RE:

Tel (911)121-1200 E-Matl:
l{ebslte:

ttut@judgewalchorg
vwwJudgewalclt"otg

Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie
New York State Legislature

Elena Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

Demand that You Substantiate Your November 30, 201 8 Testimony before the New
York State Compensation Committee with EVIDENCE - as You Furnished NONE

I believe you were present for my oral testimony at the Friday, November 30, 2018 hearing of the
New York State Compensation Committee, which immediately followedyours. Is that correct? Did
you hear what I said? I stated that you had 'lestified without evidence" - and that your "self-serving-
claims" about "how hard-working, how responsive the Senate and the Assembly are, is fraud, is
deceit'', "rebutted" by CJA's second citizen-taxpayer action, to which you are a named defendant, as

well as by the other evidence I handed up.

What is your response to mv testimony? What do vou deny or dispute about it - and with what
evidence?

In the event the Compensation Committee has not already requested your response - consistent with
its fact-finding function (Part HHH, $4,'Tl) pertaining to the frst "appropriate factor[]" it is required
to "take into account",to wit,"the parties' performance and timely fulfillment oftheir statutory and
Constitutional responsibilities" (Paxt HHH, $2, tl3) - absent which the other factors are irrelevant -
annexed is my transcription of what I stated at the hearing (Exhibit A), made from the video, as well
as my written testimony, with its accompanying excerpt of provisions from the New York State
Constitution pertaining to the budget and the requirementthatthe Legislature's proceedings be open
(Exhibit B). The voluminous evidence I handed up to the Committee, in substantiation of my
testimony, is accessible from CJA's website, wwwjudeewatch.org,viathe homepage link "2018
Compensation Commission - Unconstitutionality in Plain Sight". This evidence is but a fraction of
what CJA's website posts, most-notably, the "paper trail" of my correspondence to you, to other
legislative leaders, and to rank-and-file legislators - upon which the second citizen-ta,rpayer action
rests.
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As illustrative of this correspondence, to which neither you nor your legislative colleagues responded

- so-recited by the pleadings in the citizen-taxpayer action:

( I ) CJA's Januar.v I 5. 20 I 6 letter entitled: "Immediate Oversight Required" and
whose frst specific wns "The Commission on Legislative, Judicial and
Executive Compensation and its statute-repudiating, fraudulent, and
unconstitutional December 24, 2Ol 5 Report with'force of law' judicial salary
recommendations";l

(2) CJA's follow-up Januar.v 28. 2016 letter entitled "To Which Committee(s)
Have You Assigned Oversight of the Dec. 24, 2015 Report
of the Commission on Legislative, Judicial and Executive Compensation...?";

(3) CJA's Februar.v 3. 2016 e-mail entitled *Feb. 4th'Public Protection' Budget
Hearing: Questions for Temporary Senate Pres. Flanagan & Assembly
Speaker Heastie";

(4) CJA's Januar.v 9. 2017 e-mail request for a meeting - & completed request
form;2

(5) CJA's February 6. 2017 letter whose title was two questions: "(l) Where are
your appointments to the Commission on Govemment Administration and to
the Commission on State-Local Relations, required by Legislative Law
Article 5-A?; (2) When will you be responding to my requests for a meeting
for purposes of preventing a repeat of the constitutional, statutory, and
legislative rule violations chronicled by the September 2,2016 verified
complaint in CJA' s citizen-taxpayer action?".3

I See Exhibit A to CJA's September 2. 2016 verified comolaint irl 2d citizen-taxoayer action: !ffi283,
2E9,292,296, 314,425 (March 23,2016 verified second supplemental complaint in ls citizen-trxpayer
action) [R. 1 5 1-1 57; R. I 61 ; R.201 ].

2 See CJA's March 29. 2017 verified supplemental complaint jn 2od citizen-taxpa)rer action, 1fr142-146
[R.684-685].

3 See CJA's March 29. 2017 verified supplemental complaint in 2nd citizen-taxpaver action. atffil6-
220 [R.706-708].
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To assist you in responding, I have posted this illustrative correspondence on CJA's webpage for this
lettera - annexing hereto only the February 6,2017letter (Exhibit C-1) because it is directly gerrftme
to the FOll/records request I e-mailed yesterday to the Assembly's records access officer - and
thereafter furnished to the Compensation Commission by an e-mail entitled "Assembly Speaker
Heastie's fraudulent, deceitful presentation in support of legislative pay raises - as established by
EVIDENCE" (Exhibit D).

Is it your contention that an assembly speaker, properly discharging the duties of his office, could -
as you have - ignore the February 6,2017 letter and other serious and substantial correspondence -
with your legislative colleagues, in leadership and the rank-and-file doing likewise - while blithely
continuing all the misfeasance and nonfeasance particularized therein and, simultaneously, entreating
for pay raises with pretenses about how deserving you are.

By the way, following my testimony at the hearing, I had occasion to speak with Assemblyman Gary
Pretlow, who had accompanied you. Assemblyman Pretlow, a recipient of the February 6,2017
letter (Exhibit C-2) was your appointed co-chair to your "Workgroup on Legislative Process,
Operations, and Public Participation" that you formed in April 2015 and whose March 17,2016
report recommended that Assembly committee meetings be live-streamed on the Assembly's
website, with the videos promptly archived and made available and easily accessible. Indeed, the
annotation to the frst of these several recommendations was:

"If it takes significant time and cost to implement full, high-quality video of all
committees, a simple webcam and/or audio access should be implemented promptly,
with full video access as soon as practicable, beginning with key committees like
Codes and Ways & Means." (atp.2).

I asked Assemblyman Pretlow why - more than}-ll2 years after that March 17,2016 report - there
is still NO live-stream or video of Assembly committee meetings - further pointing out that the
Senate has been live-streaming and videoing its committee meetings since 2009. He had no
comprehensible answer. What is yours?

Inasmuch as you referenced, in your testimony, the Assembly' s"37 standing committees and 13 joint
legislative commissiorls", I call upon you to explain why - if you actually believe they are

fi.rnctioning in a legitimate, constitutionally-acceptable fashion - you are not proudly live-streaming
and videoing their meetings.

a The direct link to CJA's webpage for this letter is here: http://www.iudgewatch.ors/web-
pages/searching-nys/201 8-legislature/hhh-compensation-committee/12-6- I 8-ltr-to-heastie.htm and all
referred-to evidence is accessible therefrom.
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In fact, the Assembly's own website reveals that your "13 joint legislative commissions" are sham,

as most have no members, other than a chair, and several haven't even a chair - and, yesterday, I e-

mailed a FOll/records request to the Assembly's records access officer, based thereon, thereafter

supplying same to the Compensation Committee by an e-mail entitled "Assembly SpeakerHeastie's

fraudulent, deceitful presentation in support of legislative pay raises - as established by EVIDENCE '
(Exhibit D). And making the reality of your "13 joint legislative commissions" all the more

indefensible is the notice I furnishedyou, your fellow legislative leaders, pertinentcommittee chairs,

ranking members, and rank-and-file legislators by CJA's above February 6,2017letter (Exhibit C-

1), which, as aforesaid, you and they all ignored - a fact recounted by CJA's March 29 ,2017 verified

supplemental complaint in the second citizen-taxpayer action [R.706-708 (ffi16-220)] in support of
the first cause of action of CJA's September 2,2016 verified complaint pertaining to the

unconstitutionalitv of the Legislaflre's budget. as wriren and as applied. [R.99-102 (fl1123-102);

R. I s e- I 62 (llfl 3 0 I -3 I 6); R.25 a -260 (llti76-e 8); R.2e t -2e4 (tltl I 6e- I 78)

As for your sham 37 standing committees, why don't you demonstrate their frrnctioning, in the

context of the current 2018-2019 fiscal year budget. Please start with the Assembly Ways and

Means Commiuee - the only one whose funding is specified in the Legislature's budget - and to

which all the Governor's budget bills, inhoduced on January 18,2018, were "referred".

As the Governor's revenue budget bill #5.75091A.9509 ended up as the vehicle for Part HHI{,
establishing the Compensation Committee, begin with that bill. That is what I was intending to do,

as part of my testimony, substantiated by relevant records, which I had brought to ttre hearing, only to
be cut offbecause ofthe Committee's demand that I conclude my testimony because of its S-minute

time-limitation for registered speakers.

How was the revenue budget bill "amended" - apart from the Governor's 30-day amendment, of
right, which changed his bill #S.7509/A.9509 to #S .7 509-a1{.8509-a. Then what happened? Where
wasthevote,onMarch13,20ls,that"amendet'#N9509-ato#A.9509-b? Wasitbythemembers
of the Ways and Means Committee - and, if so, at what meeting? And where was the vote by the

Ways and Means Committee - or the Assembly - on March 30, 2018 - that voted to "amend"
#A.9509-b to make it #A.9509-c? Isn't it correct that NO Assembly members ever voted to
"amend" #A.9509-a to #A.9509-b - which was done, behind-closed-doors, by staff. Likewise, that
NO Assembly members evervoted to amend the staff-'oamended" #A.9509-b to #A.9509-c, with its
inserted HHH - which was done by you, Governor Cuomo, and Temporary Senate President

Flanagan, behind-closed-doors, as part ofyour "three-men-in-a-room" budget deal-making. What
legal authority do you have for the Legislature to operate in such fashion?

There is so much more to say - but the Compensation Committee is meeting at2:30 p.m. today and

this is enough, for present purposes. Suffice to add, however, that pursuant to Article Vtr, $ I ofthe
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New York State Constitution, the Legislature's "[i]temized estimates of [its] financial needs...,
certified by the presiding officer of each house" were due to be furnished to Governor Cuomo by
December l$ - the day after your November 30tr testimony before the Compensation Commiuee.
What did you furnish? Was it a proposed budget, transmitted by a one-sentence letter signed by you
and Temporary Senate President Flanagan, replicating the same constitutional violations and

deficiencies as the second citizen-taxpayer action chronicles with respect to your proposed budgets

for fiscal years 2016-2017 and20l7-2018 - and about which I testified at the Legislature's budget
hearing this past February 5s, in opposition to the Legislature's proposed fiscal year 2018-2019
budget, handing up a written statement, with questions for you and Mr. Flanagan - the same as I
handed up to the Compensation Committee on November 30tr. How about answering the questions

- including as to "the process, if any, by which the Legislature's budget for fiscal year 2018-2019
was compiled"

Meantime, and so that the Compensation Committee can be alerted to its duty to require you to
answer comparable questions pertaining to the Legislature's budget for fiscal year 2019-2020,
attached is CJA's November 30s FOll/records request for same (Exhibit E), e-mailed to the
Assembly records access officer and Secretary ofthe Senate, within hours of my testimony before the
Compensation Committee.

Thank you.

&ns€"1>
fl^+aW

Enclosures: ExhibitsA-E

NYS Compensation Committee
Assemblyman Gary Pretlow
The Public
The Press
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February 6,2017

TO: Senate Majority Coalition Leader John Flanagan
Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie
Senate Minority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins
Assembly Minority Leader Brian Kolb

FROM: Elena Ruth Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

Constituents of Senator Stewart-Cousins (.35e Senate District)
& of Assemblyman David Buchwald (93'd Assembly District)

RE: (1) Where axe your appoinfinents to the Commission on Government

Administration and to the Commission on State-Local Relations, required by
Legislative Law Article 5-A?;

(2) When will you be responding to my requests for a meeting for purposes

of preventing a repeat of the constitutional, statutory, and legislative rule
violations chronicled by the September 2,2016 verified complaint in CJA's
citizen-tatpayer action?

On Friday, February 3,2017, at a local budget hearing sponsored by the Westchester legislative

delegation, I asked Assemblyman Thomas Abinanti whether- as reflected by the Assemblywebsite

- he is chair ofthe Legislature's Commission on Govemment Administration. He confirmed that he

is - and then, in response to my inquiry about the Commission's other members, stated they have not
yet been appointed.

LegislativeLawArticle5-A($$82,83)establishes13legislativecommissions. Amongthemarethe

Commission on Government Administration ($83-c) and the Commission on State-Local Relations

($83-h), each of which was to have ten members, appointed as follows:

"...three members of the senate shall be appointed by the temporary president of the

senate; three members of the assembly shall be appointed by the speaker of the

assembly; two members ofthe senate shall be appointed by the minority leader ofthe
senate; and two members of the assembly shall be appointed bythe minority leader of
the assembly. From among the members so appointed, a chairman and a vice
chairman shall be designated by the joint action of the temporary president of the

senate and the speaker of the assembly...." (Legislative Law $83-c(1); $83-h(3)).

€ae--/
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Consequently - and with all deference to Assemblyman Abinanti - he cannot lawfrrlly chair the
Commission on Govemment Administration - as Legislative Law $83-c(1) expressly requires that
you first appoint all ten members, which - according to Assemblyman Abinanti - you have not yet

done.

Please, therefore, immediately rectifr your violations of Legislative Law $83-c(1) bV making your
ten appointnents to the Commission on Government Administration and designating its chair and

vice-chair from among them. Likewise, please immediately rectiff your violations of Legislative
Law $83-h(3) pertaining to the Commission on Local-State Relations, which apparently now has

neither a chair nor members.

Both Commissions have time-sensitive work to do that is all the more exigent because key standing

committees of the Legislature are NOT discharging their oversight responsibilities. This was the

subject of my extensive testimony at the Legislature's January 30e budget hearing on "Local
Government Ofiicials/General Govemment". The committees I named as derelict with respect to
oversight of the Judiciary, of its chief monitor - the Commission on Judicial Conduct - ofjudicial
compensation, of district attorneys, of district attomey compensation, and of state aid to the counties
for district attorney salaries - were:

o the Senate Judiciary Committee;
o the Assembly Judiciary Committee;
o the Senate Codes Committee;
o the Assembly Codes Committee;
o the Senate Committee on Local Government; and
o the Assembly Committee on Local Govemments.

ln addition to these six standing committees are four more I might have also identified, by name:

o the Senate Committee on Crime Victims, Crime, and Correction;
o the Senate Committee on Investigations and Govemment Operations;
o the Assembly Committee on Governmental Operations; and
o the Assembly Committee on Oversight, Analysis, and Investigation.

Then, of course - and but for the fact that I was testifying before the chairs and ranking members of
the Senate Finance Committee and the Assembly Ways and Means Committee who bear greatest

culpability for the mountain of constitutional, statutory, and legislative rule violations that have

created the I{UGE slush frrnd that is the state budget - I would have also specified those two
committees, the largest of the Senate and Assembly, whose nonfeasance and misfeasance with
respect to oversight is evident from the budget hearings, as, likewise, from their incompetent,
substandard, and intentionally misleading *White Book", "Blue Book", "Yellow Book" and "Green
Book" purported o'analyses" of the budget.
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ln the event you have not personplly viewed the VIDEO of my January 30m testimony at the budget
hearing on "Local Government Officials/General Government" andthe VIDEO ofmytestimonythe
following day at the January 3l't budget hearing on "Public Protection", I ask that you do so

IMMEDIATELY, in further support of my January 9tr written requests to meet withyotq to which I
also testified. The VIDEOS and my meeting requests are all posted on CJA's website,
wwwjudgewatch.org, accessible viothe prominent homepage link*2017 Legislative Session".

Likewise, if you have not yet personally examined the September 2, 2016 verified complaint in
CJA's citizen-taxpayer action and the record thereon - about which I also testified - you must do so

IMMEDIATELY. It, too, is readily accessible from CJA's website, including viathe prominent
homepage link: "CJA's Citizen-Taxpayer Actions to End NYS' Comrpt Budget 'Process' and

Unconstitutional 'Three Men in a Room' Governance".

The fust cause of action of the verified complaint, detailing the unconstitutionalrty of the legislative
budget, as written and as applied, presents multiple paragraphs relating to the Commission on
Government Administration, the Commission on State-Local Relations, and other legislative
commissions and standing committees. Chief among these paragraphs are the following:

"28. ...the Legislature's proposed budget, on its face, is not 'itemized
estimates of the financial needs of the legislature'... its section entitled Senate and

Assembly Joint Entities' (...) omits most of the joint commissions that the
Legislature is required to establish and fund pursuant to Legislative Law, Article 5-A
($$82, 83). Among these, the Legislative Commission on State-Local Relations and

the Legislative Commission on Government Administration. Additionally, the
Administrative Regulations Review Commission, required to be established and

funded pursuant to Legislative Law, Article 5-B ($$86-88) is omitted.

29. Upon informationand belief, the Legislature'sjoint entities, mandated

by Legislative Law Articles 5-A and 5-B, to the extent they exist, have only
appointed chairs, collecting stipends. They have no funding, or virtually none - a

fact concealed by the legislative budget's violation of the Article Vtr, $ 1 requirement
of itemized estimates of the financial needs of the legislature, certified by the
presiding offrcer of each house'.

30. The consequence of the Legislature's facial violation of Article VII,
$l by its budget is the unconstitutionality of that budget, as applied. Without
funding, the joint legislative commissions are not functioning - and cannot function -
as Legislative Law Article 5-A and 5-B intended them toil. They are sham, just as

the Legislature's standing committees, which, excepting the Senate Finance

'tr Likewise not functioning, for lack of funding, is another commission established by the
Legislative Law: the Law Revision Commission, established by Legislative Law Article 4-A."
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Committee and AssemblyWaysandMeans Committee, have no appreciable funding.

31. As illustrative, neither the Legislative Commission on State-Local
Relations, nor the Legislative Commission on Govemment Administration, nor any
of the Legislature's standing commiffees, such as the Senate Committee on Local
Government, the Assembly Committee on Local Governments, the Senate Judiciary
Committee, or the Assembly Judiciary Committee have engaged in any oversight of
the statutory link between judicial salaries and district attomey salaries, established
more than 40 years ago by Judiciary Law $183-a, or of the related provisions of
CountyLaw$$T00.l0andT00.ll pertainingtodistrictattorneysalariesandstateaid
to the counties for those salaries, or ofthe outpouring of state dollars to the counties,
viathe budget, for district attomey salary reimbursement that violates these express

statutory provisions.

32. Nor are these legislative committees and commissions - or the Senate
Finance Committee and Assembly Ways and Means Committee - remotely
responsive and responsible, upon being given notice of their duty to protect the
counties and the state from the costs of district attorney salary increases having
absolutely no basis other than Judiciary Law $183-a and whose consequence is to
compound the theft of taxpayer monies resulting from the Commission on
Legislative, Judicial and Executive Compensation's December24,20l5 report. The
legislative defendants are perfectly willing to countenance and continue a run-away
'gruvy train' of district attomey salary increases that are the by-product of the
statutorily-violative, fraudulent, and unconstitutional December 24,2015 report...."

It was last June, in the wake of multiple Senate and Assembly bills aimed at giving the counties
$ 1 ,600,000 in additional aid for district attorney salaries for fiscal year 2016-201 7 that I first tried to
contact the Legislature's Commission on State-Local Relations and Commission on Government
Administration, viathe chairs identifiedbythe Assembly's website asAssemblyman SeanRyanand
Assemblyman Brian Kavanagh, respectively. The experience compelled me to file a June 9,2016
FOll/records request with the Senate and Assembly in an efflort to ascertain if these two important
statutory commissions in fact exist and are operational. A copy ofthe FOll/records request and the
Senate and Assembly responses are enclosed.

Sufifice to say that when I testified at the January 30ft and 3ls budget hearings in Albany - and on
February 3'd, when I testified before Assemblyman J. Gary Pretlow, Assemblyman Steven Otis, and
Assemblywoman Sandy Galef at the local budget hearing in Westchester - I brought with me the
June 9, 2016 Foll/records request and the Senate and Assembly responses, as well as many
additional FOll/records requests I had filed for documents relating to other govemment operations -
the responses to which further evidenced the utter nonfeasance of Senate and Assembly committees
in discharging basic oversight responsibilities, including where statutorily-contemplated.
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I look forward to your scheduling meetings at which we can sit down and discuss the situation - and

as soon as possible. I would be pleased to meet with you either individually or together - and to
include the chairs and ranking members of the 12 Senate and Assembly standing committees
hereinabove identified, as well as the chairs and vice-chairs of the Commission on Govemment
Administration and Commission on State-Local Relations - ffid, additionally, the co-chairs of the
Administrative Regulations ReviewCommission, establishedpursuantto LegislativeLawArticle 5-
B ($$86-88).

Thank you.

Zmq#p-Nq

Enclosure: CJA's June 8, 2016 FOll/records request & Senate and Assembly responses

cc: Senate Majority Coalition/Independent Democratic Conference Leader Jeffiey Klein

Senate Judicia{y Committee
Chair: Senator John Bonacic
Ranking Member: Senator Brad Hoylman

Assembly Judiciary Committee
Chair: Assemblywoman Helene Weinstein
Ranking Member: Assemblyman Michael Montesano

Senate Codes Committee
Chair: Senator Andrew l,zrr.za
Co-Chair: Senator Diane Savino
Ranking Member: Senator Daniel Squadron

Assembly Codes Committee
Chair: Assemblyman Joseph Lentol
Ranking Member: Assemblyman Al Graf

Senate Committee on Local Government
Chair: Senator Kathleen Marchione
Ranking Member: Senator Todd Kaminsky

Assembl), Commiffee on Local Governments
Chair: Assemblyman William Magnarelli
Ranking Member: Assemblyman Christopher Friend

Senate Committee on Crime Victims. Crime. and Correction
Chair: Senator Patrick Gallivan
Ranking Member: Senator Jamaal Bailey
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Senate Committee on Investigations and Government Operations
Chair: Senator Terrence Murphy
Ranking Member: Senator Brad Hoylman

Assembl), Cornmittee on Governmental Operations
Chair: Assemblywoman Crystal Peoples-Stokes
Ranking Member: Assemblyman Mark Johns

Assembly Committee on Oversight. Analysis. and Investigation
Chair: Assemblyman Matthew Titone
Ranking Member: Assemblyman Joseph Enigo

Senate Finance Committee
Chair: Senator Catharine Young
Vice-Chair: Senator Diane Savino
Ranking Member: Senator Liz Krueger

Assembly Ways & Means Committee
Chair: Assemblyman Herman Farrell, Jr.

Ranking Member: Assemblyman Bob Oaks

Assemblyman Thomas Abinanti - chair/Commission on Govemment Administration
Assemblyman Sean Ryan - former chair/Commission on State-Local Relations
Assemblyman Brian Kavanagh - former chair/Commission on Government Administration
Senator Chris Jacobs - co-chair/Administrative Regulations Review Commission
Assemblywoman Aravella Simotas - co-chair/Administrative Regulations Review Commission

Assemblyman J. Gary Pretlow (member/Codes Committee; Ways & Means Committee)
Assemblyman Steven Otis (member/Committee on Local Governments)
Assemblywoman Sandy Galef (member/Committee on Governmental Operations)
Assemblyman David Buchwald (member/Judiciary Committee;

Committee on Local Governments;
Committee on Governmental Operations)
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June 9,2016

TO:

FROM:

RE:

TeL (914)121-1200

Secretary of the Senate Francis Patience
Assembly Records Access Officer Robin Marilla

Elena Ruth Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

RECORDS REOUEST: Legislative Commission on State-Local Relations and

Lesislative Commission on Government Administration

E-Mail:
lltebsite:

cio@tiudgewstclt.ors
www.iudgewotclt.org

Legislative Law, Article 5-A ($$82, 83), entitled "Legislative commissions", establishes 12

legislative commissions - which are to be repealed"isunset on June 30,2017. Among these are the

"Legislative commission on state-local relations" (Legislative Law $83-h) and the "Legislative
commission on public management systems", which also goes by the name "legislative commission
on government administration" (Legislative Law $83-c).

Each of these two commissions is to have ten members appointed as follows:

"three members of the senate shall be appointed by the temporary president of the
senate; three members of the assembly shall be appointed by the speaker ofthe
assembly; two members of the senate shall be appointed by the minority leader ofthe
senate; and two members of the assembly shall be appointed by the minority leader of
the assembly. From among the members so appointed, a chairman and a vice
chairman shall be designated by the joint action of the temporary president of the
senate and the speaker of the assembly. Any vacancy that occurs in the commission
or in the chairmanship or vice chairmanship shall be filled in the same manner in
which the original appointment or designation was made." (Legislative Law $83-
h(3); $83-c(1)).

Legislative Law $82 provides:

"Expenditures made from appropriations and reappropriations to the legislature for
services and expenses of shared legislative commissions, task forces and councils,
including, but not limited to those set forth in this article and article five-B of this
chapter, shall be paid upon the approval ofthe temporary president of the senate and

the speaker of the assembly, unless otherwise specified by law. Such expenditures
shall be payable after audit by and on the warrant of the comptroller upon vouchers
certified by the temporary president of the senate or his or her designee and the
speaker of the assembly or his or her designee."
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Pursuant to Senate Rule XV, "Freedom of Information", and Assembly Rule VIII, "Public Access to
Records", request is made for:

(1) records identifiing the members of these two legislative commissions since 2000 -
including the dates each member was appointed and by which legislative leader- and
the designation of their chairs and vice chairs and the dates thereof;

(2) records pertaining to appropriations and reappropriations for each of these two
legislative commissions since 2007;

(3) records of activity by these two legislative commissions beyond what is reflected on
the Assembly webpage of "Updates" for each:
http ://nyassembly. gov/comm/?sec:post&id:54
hup://nyassembly.gov/comm/?sec:post&id:49 - printouts of which are attached,

together with printouts of the Assembly webpages of the current memberships,
identi$ing only their Assembly chairs:
http ://nyassemblv. gov/comm/?sec=mem&id:S4
http ://nyassembly. gov/comm/?sec:mem&id:49. I

Thank you.

;{5;aaqfu*=--- -
Enclosures

' The Senate webpage entitled, "senators, Committees, and Other Legislative Groups"
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators-committees, lists neither legislative commission - and no results are found
using the Senate website's search feature.
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Elena Sassower

From: Senate Foil <foil@nysenate.gov>

Sent Thursday, June'16,2016 12:13 PM

To: Center for Judicial Accountability; cja@judgewatch.org
Subject Records Request/Response: Legislative Commission on State-Local Relations &

Legislative Commission on Gov't Administration
Attachments: Rules and Regulations March 2013.pdf

June 16,2016

Ms. Elena Ruth Sassower, Director
Center for iudicial Accountability, lnc.

Post Office Box 8101
White Plains, NY 10602
cja@judgewatch.org

Dear Ms. Sassower:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your email dated June 9, 2016 pursuant to the Freedom of lnformation Law.

You are requesting miscellaneous information relating to the Legislative Commission on State-Local Relations

and Legislative Commission on Government Administration.

We are currently working on your request and expect to be able to respond in the near future.

I have attached a copy of the Rules and Regulations Relating to the Public lnspection and Copying of Legislative

Records for your information.

Sincerely,

Francis W. Patience
Secretary of the Senate

(See attached file: Rules and Regulations March 2013.pdf)

From: "Center for Judicial Accountability" <elena@judgewatch.org>
To: "SenateFoil"<foil@nysenate.gov>,

<mari ll r@assembly.state. ny.us>

Date: 06/O9(2OL6 09:55 AM
Subject:Records Request: Legislative Commission on State-Local

Relations & Legislative Commission on Gov't Administration



Elena Sassower

From:
Sent:
lo:
Subject:

Attachments:

Senate Foil <foil@ nysenate.gov>
Wednesday, June 22,2016 9:52 AM
Center for Judicial Accountability
Freedom of lnformation Request/Response: Legislative Commission on State-Local

Relations & Legislative Commission on Gov't Administration
Rules and Regulations March 2013.pdf

June22,20L6

Ms. Elena Ruth Sassower, Director
Center for iudicial Accountability, lnc.

Post Office Box 8101

White Plains, NY 10602
cja@judgewatch.org

Dear Ms. Sassower:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your email dated June 9, 2016 pursuant to the Freedom of lnformation Law.

You are requesting miscellaneous information relating to the Legislative Commission on State-Local Relations

and Legislative Commission on Government Administration.

Please be advised after a search by numerous New York State Senate offices there are no documents / records

responsive to your request.

lhave attached a copyof the Rules and Regulations Relatingtothe Public lnspection and Copyingof Legislative

Records for your information.

Sincerely,

Francis W. Patience
Secretary of the Senate

(See attached file: Rules and Regulations March 2013.pdf)

From : "Center for Judicial Accountability" <elena @judgewatch.org>
To: "SenateFoil"<foil@nysenate.gov>,

<marillr@assem bly.state.ny. us>

Date: 06/09/2076 09:55 AM
Subject:Records Request: Legislative Commission on State-Local

Relations & Legislative Commission on Gov't Administration



tn
THE ASSEMBLY

STATE OF NEW YORK

ALBANY

Public Information Office
Robin Marilla

Records Access Officer

Room 202
Legislative Office

Building
Albany, New York 12248

(518) 455-4218

June29,2016

Dear Ms. Sassower:

In your recent correspondence dated June 9, 2016, you requested the following records in
relation to the Legislative Commission on State-Local Relations and the Legislative Commission
on Government Administration:

Records identifying the members of these commissions since 2000 - including the dates each

member was appointed and by which legislative leader - and the designation of their chairs and
vice chairs and the dates thereof. While I was unable to locate a list of members of these
commissions, I am attaching a list of the Members of the Assembly who were appointed as

chairs of these commissions.

Records pertaining to appropriations for each of these two legislative commissions since 2007.

Please be advised that the Legislative Budget is available for public inspection and copying.

Records of activity by these commissions beyond what is reflected on the Assembly web page of
"updates" for each commission. Please be aware that the only records of activity by these
commissions that are available for public inspection and copying are posted on the Assembly

website in the locations you referenced. Please note, however, that a Notice of a Roundtable,

dated September 22,2015, was recently posted on the website under the heading, "Updates
from the Commission on State-Local Relations."

If I can be of any filther assistance, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,
Robin L. Marilla

Govemment Administration/Public Manasement Systems

2001-02 : Jeffrey Dinowitz
2003-04 : David Koon

1.

2.

3.



2005-08 : Joan Millman
2009-10 : Adam Clayton Powell
20ll-12 : George Latimer
2013- : Brian Kavanagh

State-Local Relations

2001-02 : Sam Colman
2005-08 : Danel Aubertine
2009-10 : Tim Gordon



Center for Judicial AccountabiliW, lnc. (CJA)

From: Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA) <elena@judgewatch.org>
Sent Tuesday, February7,2017 2:19 PM
To: 'garyp@legislator.com'; 'PretloJ@nyassembly.gov'
Cc: 'stewark@nyassembly.gov'
Subject Letter to Leadership: (1) Legislative Law Article 5-A Commissions on Gov't

Administration & State-Local Relations; (2) requested meetings to prevent repeat of
constitutional, statutory, & legislative rule violations re: fiscal year 2O17-18 budget

Attachments: 2-6-17-ltr-to-leadership-with-enclosures.pdf

Dear Assemblyman Pretlow,

Thank you for having given me the opportunity to testify at the February 3'd local budget hearing, sponsored by the
Westchester legislative delegation.

Attached is my yesterday's letter to Senate & Assembly leadership - to which you are an indicated recipient. I sent it to
your generic Assembly e-mail address yesterday. However, I am now additionally sending it to the direct e-mail address
you were kind enough to provide me with during our conversation together following my testimony, as well as to the e-
mail of your office manager/legislative director Kereama Gorousingh.

As vou are a member of the Assemblv Wavs & Means Committee - in addition to the Assemblv Codes Committee - I ask
that vou take steos to ensure that EVERY member of those two committees view the VIDEOS of mv Januarv 301h and 31't
testimonv in Albanv at the Lesislature's budset hearings on "Local Government Officials/General Government" and
"Public Protection". Aporopriate. responsive action is ESSENTIAL - as the violations of orior budget cvcles. to which I

testified there - and at the Februarv 3'd local budset hearine before vou - are REPEATING. They are posted on CIA's
website, www.iudgewatch.org - and the direct link is here: http://www.iudeewatch.org/web-pages/searching-
nvs/2017-legislature/new-vea r. htm.

I am available to assist you, to the max.

Thank you.

Elena Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA)

914-423-!200
www.iudgewatch.org

From: Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA) [mailto:elena@iudeewatch.ore]
Sent: Monday, February 6,ZOL7 3:32 PM
To:'flanagan@nysenate.gov'<flanagan@nvsenate.gov>;'speaker@nyassembly.gov'<speaker@nvassemblv.gov>;'Carl
Heastie'<cehbronx@gmail.com>;'scousins@nysenate.gov'<scousins@nvsenate.gov>;'kolbB@nyassembly.gov'
<kolbB@nvassem bly.sov>
Cc: Jdklein@nysenate.gov'<idklein@nvsenate >;'bonacic@nysenate.gov'<bonacic@nvsenate.sov>;
'hoylman@nysenate.gov' <hovlman@nvsenate.gov>; 'WeinstH@assembly.state.ny.us'
<WeinstH@assembly.state.nv.us>;'montesanom@assembly.state.ny.us'<montesanom@assemblv.state.nv.us>;
'lanza@nysenate.gov'<lanza@nvsenate.gov>;'savino@nysenate.gov'<savino@nvsenate,gov>;
'squadron@nysenate.gov'<squadron@nvsenate.gov>;'LentolJ@nyassembly.gov'<LentolJ@nvassemblv.sov>;
'grafa@nyassembly.gov'<grafa@nvassemblv.gov>;'marchione@nysenate.gov'<marchione@nvsenate.gov>;
'kaminsky@nysenate.gov' <kaminskv@nvsenate.gov>; 'MagnarW@nyassembly.gov' <MasnarW@nvassemblv.Rov>;

C-L



'friendc@nyassembly.gov'<friendc@nvassemblv.gov>;'gallivan@nysenate.gov'<gallivan@nvsenate.gov>;
'bailey@nysenate.gov'<bailev@nvsenate.gov>;'murphy@nysenate.gov'<murphv@nvsenate.gov>;
'PeopleC@nyassembly.gov' <PeopleC@nvassemblv.gov>; 'johnsm@nyassembly.gov' <iohnsm@nyassemblv.gov>;

'TitoneM@nyassembly.gov' <TitoneM@nvassemblv.sov>; 'errigoj@nyassembly.gov' <errigoi@nvassemblv.gov>;

'cyoung@nysenate.gov'<cvoung@nvsenate.gov>;'lkrueger@senate.state.ny.us'<lkrueger@senate.state.nV.us>;
'farrellh@nyassembly.gov' <farrellh@nvassemblv.sov>; 'OaksR@nyassembly.gov' <OaksR@nvassemblv.gov>;

'abinantit@nyassembly.gov'<abinantit@nyassemblv.sov>;'RyanS@nyassembly.gov'<RvanS@nvassemblv.sov>;
'kavanaughb@nyassembly.gov'<kavanaughb@nvassemblv.gov>;'jacobs@nysenate.gov'<iacobs@nvsenate.gov>;
'simotasa@nyassembly.gov' <simotasa@nyassemblv.sov>; 'PretloJ@nyassembly.tov' <PretloJ@nvassembly.gov>;
'OtisS@nyassembly.gov'<OtisS@nvassemblv.gov>;'GalefS@nyassembly.gov'<GalefS@nvassemblv.gov>;

'BuchwaldD@ nyassembly.gov' <Buchwa I d D @ nvassem blv.sov>

Subject Letter to Leadership: (U Legislative Law Article 5-A Commissions on Gov't Administration & State-Local
Relations; (2) requested meetings to prevent repeat of constitutional, statutory, & legislative rule violations re: fiscal
year 2O!7-L8 budget

Attached is the Center for Judicial Accountability's letter of today's date, addressed to you - or indicating you as a

recipient.

It is already posted on CJA's website, www.iudsewatch.ors, accessible vro the prominent homepage link"2OL7
Legislative Session". Here is that webpage, directly: http://www.iudsewatch.orslweb-pases/searchins-nvs/2017-
lesislature/new-vear.htm - on which is also posted the VIDEOS of my January 30s and January 31't testimony at the
Legislature's budget hearings on "Local Government Officials/General Government" and "Public Protection".

Thank you.

Elena Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, lnc. (CJA)

9t4-42t-!200
www.iudgewatch.orq



Cuxrnn r-, JunrcIAL AccotlxrABrLITY, INC.

Post Ofrlce Box 8101

Whlle Plolns, New York 10602

BY E.MAIL

November 30,2018

TO:

FROM:

Tel: 911-121-1200 E-Moll: m ail@ittdgew atch. ors
Webslte: rwvw..i u dgew at ch. or g

RE:

New York State Senate
Francis W. Patience, Secretary of the Senate

New York State Assembly
Robin Marilla, Records Access Oflicer

Elena Ruth Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

The Legislature's Certified Itemized Estimates of its Financial Needs for
Fiscal Year 2019-2020, as Required by Article VII, $1 of the New York State

Constitution

Please advise where on the Senate and Assembly websites are * or will be - posted the "Itemized
estimates of the financial needs ofthe legislature, certified by the presiding officer of each house" for
fiscalyear20l9-2020,whichArticleVII, $1 oftheNewYork State Constitutionrequiresthe Senate

and Assembly to transmit to the Govemor by December l't.

Please note I am looking to examine a copy of the actual documents. with their certifications -
comparable to what the Judiciary has already posted on its website for the "itemized estimates" it
either has or will be tansmiuing to the Governor pursuant to Article VII, $ I of the New York State

Constitution. For your convenience, here's the direct link to those judiciary budget docunents from
the Unified Court System's website: http:/iww2.nycourts.gov/admin/financialops/Budeets.shtml,
whose hansmitting memos bearthe date December 1,2018.

In the event the Legislatre is not intending to post its certified itemized estimates of its financial
needs for fiscal year 2019-2020 on its Senate and Assembly websites, please advise why - and

fumish a copy to me pursuant to Senate Rule XV ('Freedom of Infomration') and Assembly Mtr
('Public Access to Information").

te<q%
@d

Thank you.
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