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and I, you have no idea as to what's been

going on since I last saw you on the Capit.ol-

steps. I know you were very busy I woul-d

like a meeting with you, not your aids,

these were and are criminal acts , criminal,

criminal acts, noL civi1, no more courts, no

more appeals, only handcuffs on these

criminals.

There wi 11 be only one way t'o deal wi th

Ehem, ds well as it is in Your Power,

Senators, to have these cr j-minal j udges

impeached immediately and immediate

investigation causing no more damage.

SENATOR SAMPSON: We will definitely

do that.

Thank you very much . Ms . Wi l son, t,hree

minutes.

MS. WILSON: AbsolutelY, Senators.

Thank you for your time, Senator Maziarz,

rrm frish, I can only pronounce it if it has

an O I or a Mac in front of it.

Thank you for joining us, this issue

has to deal with foreclosures which

unfortunately in the current economy are
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occurring at an ever greater rate.

In West.chester County alone thi s year

we have now reached over t.he 8, O 0 0 mark of

homes that are in jeopardy at this.

The issue also has to do with what I

believe to be deliberate venue shopping on

the case of the mortgage companj-es and

changing j urisdiction and al-so the lack of

help for Pro Se litigants.

The individual in questj-on was an

elderly gentleman ca]1ed Dominic Lieto who

came home recently a few months ago to his

home to find his entire life savings in

dumpsters in his front yard, and Senator

Perkins and Senator George and Senator

Sampson, Mr. Lieto came home to find

photographs of his dead son in a dumpster on

the front lawn, on his front lawn.

What had happened, how he got himself

to this point was his son committed suicide

in his home and had a subsequent divorce.

Mr. Lieto lost his job then became disabled,

he is now 62 yeafs of d9€, he's elderIy.

So with al] of these complications and
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no income coming in, i t is not inconceivabl-e

that t.his gentleman lost his j ob.

He had other chlldren, fel1 behind in

his child supporL, he needed cash.

He then went to the mortgage company at

Emigrant Savings Bank to get a loan.

Unfortunately this is an issue for the

finance committee, there is nothing in the

1aw at present to advocate for financial

advice when you are getting a 1oan, because

if somebody who knew anything about finances

at the time had listened to him they would

have said to him You are in a better

position to sel1 the home, which is 100

percent equity, cash it out, seII down and

then use the proceeds to pay off your debts.

Instead, the greedY individuals at

Emigrant Bank seeing only their commission

dol lars , sol-d the man with no income at 62

years of age a mortgage.

Needless to say he defaulted on the

mortgage.

What happened next is what I believe to

be deliberate venue shoPPing-
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When Emigrant Bank showed uP at the

auction they had a division of the bank buy

th'e mortgage back and then rent the property

to Mr. Lieto.

So they now removed the action out of'

Supreme Court so Lhat when Mr. Lieto

subsequently defaulLed on his rent payments,

it now became an eviction issue for Town

Court s .

If we think the SuPreme CourLs, the

Family Courts and the City Courts are bad,

you ain't seen nothing until you've been to

the Town Courts, they are sadly a dog and

pony show.

I went to the Town Court, it haPPened

to be the Town Court of Somers.

SENATOR SAMPSON: You have one

minute.

MS . WII,SON: And the inf ormation is

not kept properly, there is no records

retent.ion, there is no training of the

individuals, they do not know how to take

care of the disabled and people in these

situations.
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What is most tragic, however, is there

is no help for someone like Mr. Lieto who

has to go i t al-one .

Nowhere in our court system, Senators,

is there help for the Pro Se.

You call the Pro Se numbers they dontt

work, if you look on the State of

California's website you can find every form

with details and examples, j ust l-ike t.he

rRS .

There is no reason other than the

lobbying efforts of the Bar Association in

New York to stop us from obtaining the same

information.

There are, however, fortunately some

groups that do help Pro Se litigants, and

one of them a representative is here with

us, Dr. Kim Lurie who heads up a 4,000

strong member Coalition for FamilyJustice

that is right here in Long Island and New

York City.

But we have to provide our own funds to

do what the court system in the State of New

York should be doing.
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People like Mr. Lieto need help every

st.ep of the wdf, it. is unconscionable for an

elderly disabled gentleman to come home,

find his belongings in the front lawn and

pictures of his dead son torn to shreds.

SENATOR SAMPSON: We can do something

about that.

MS. GKANIOS: Yeah, b€cause I need to

add to that my momrs furnishings were in

this house.

Thi s st,uf f was supposed to be put in

storage, instead the Sheriff's Office he

told me sue me.

Catherine Wilson was threaLened,

attorney Ruth Pollack was threatened. This

is their attitude, sue me.

Tomorrow this case goes back before

,Judge DeBeIlo, there is a motion bef ore him

to vacate the judgment of forecLosure and

sa1e.

There was no notices, no affidavits,

Catherine Wilson will teII you and I will-

tel1 you in an average foreclosure there has

got to be a dozen Af f idavi-ts of Service.


