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in"Tr! "t ::t RTtn" r.n: ;a question as to the tiansm-ittull"'i=r...""

Sassosrer, CoordinatorElena Ruth
FROM:

MESSAGE:

Dear  Ms.  Grant :

Your prompt attentr.on to our october 22nd. f"* wourd be especralryappreciated since sre have-been wal i lng pat ientry ror a response.
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NINTH iTUDICIAIT COTfiIrIEE

Rox 7O, Gedney Stat lon
l {h l te  Pl .aJ.ns,  New York l0605-0070

Te le :  (9 r . ' l )  997 -B1OS /  Fax !  (91 f  1  68 , f -6551

Bv Fax and Mai l
202-224-95L6

Novernber L7 , L992

Harriet Grant, General Counsel
Sena te  Jud ic ia ry  Conn i t  

r r J !__224 Dirksen Senate Of f ice Bui ld ing
Wash ing ton ,  D .C .  20510

. RE! Information Request

Dear  Ms.  Grant :

Kindly apprise us whether--and in what way--changes were made in
the relationship between the ABA and the Senate Judiciary
Commit tee fo l lowing the Commit teers June 2,  1989 hear ing on f rThe
RoIe of  the Amer ican Bar  Associat ion ln  the ,Judic ia l  Evaluat ion
Process l f  .

We note that  a t  the outset  o f  the June 2,  L989 hear ing,  Chai rman
Biden made the fol lowing statement:

rrFour monthe dgor alnost to the day, on
Februa ry  2d  [ s l c ] ,  I  ou t l l ned  i n  th i s  hea r lng
room a ser ies of  s teps to  examine the ro le  of
the Amer ican Bar  Associat ion in  the jud ic ia l
evaluat ion process,  and to  prov ide the ABA
with the Judlclary Comml-ttee I s views on
whether and how Lts role should be changed.

I began by asklng ny colleagues on this
Comrnittee to send rne their recommendations on
how the ro le  of  the ABA should be c lar i f ied
and irnproved, i f  they thought i t  should be,
and my col leagues d id just  that .  They sent
me  the i r  recommenda t ions . r r  (6 /2 /89  hea r ing ,
a t  p .  l - )

We would appreciate a copy of those recommendations--as well as
any resolutions thereafter adopted by the Senate Judiciary
Committee.
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we are par t - icu lar ly  in terested rn  recommendat ions andresorutions rerative 6 the ABA;"-p"ri"{ 
1r 

-;i ' i;. 
proviaing rhesenate Judiciary committ""-_1ii-n'!1tfi"0'i, of the. Juatdrar nomr.nees.wi thout  acc-orn!a.1v i1v 

- -exptanat ion. ' -  
cha i fman Biden,s  osrnstatement during the h-earings was as fol lows:

rr l  bel leve a, report, and not simply a ratingirself , shourd 
-u"- 

,turifr;; Frt €nat 
_i" 

,ypersonat view. A more aetaifE 
-rli"it-, 

rm i g h t  a d d ,  w o u l d  n o t  
- r l u n  

a  l o s s  o fc o n f i d e n t i a l l t v . -  f n d e e d . . . m o r e  f a c t u a linfornation r intnr 
-rJ,r-iJ'r. 

helpful andcourd be suppl led.,r  leyzyas h;"r i ; ; ; - i i t ,  pp.2 - 3 )  ' '  ' -

we would also rlke to know whether steps $rere taken to en.urethat the ABA wourd properry rnvlstrgate deficiencies in theoperations of its stanai^ng i"^.i i t.J-t" Federal j.rai.tary__andtake appropr iate corr"" t i * r"  actLon.-- i ' that  regardr w€ enclose apertinent portion of th; exchange- uelwe"n senalor F.rlen specterand Harold R- - !y ler ,  Jf  . ,  then cn" im." of  the stanaing commit teeon Federal  Judic iary,  which appears at  pages 85_87 of  the hear ingtranscr ipt .

on another subject, we have had no response to our october 22ndfax to you, a_ copy of wnicn-i" '-"r '"TJ"" for .your convenience.Please ret u.i knoi when ;; can expect to recet-ve-ln"t requestedinfornat ion.

Ms. Harr ie t  Grant Page Two November L7, Lgg2

Yours for  a qual i ty judic iary,

2&.e Z
.ELENA RUTH SASSOWER

coordinator,  Nlnth Judic iar  commit tee

Enclosures:  611lg9._hear lng t ranscr ipt ,  pp.  85_7Lo/22 /92  I t r_ fax
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cgmmittee rule and talk t,o the preae. And, of eourse, the Bork-lettcthing was the primary offeneive thing thal i"ti.-----'
N.g o{re else, to my- satinfaction, hail ocenRlon co be talklns to thia

lTltglf ru" reporterthan the person who admitted that it ha-ppened.And then as Robert -Faven eaya, he claimed that he didn't u'ee the

a good
have to be
that line.
Bork-lette
overall, it
not think
that we
because

doing the

we do

When
Court of
and the

for us

it, then we
eommittee

that we
appropriate

very con-

Ithink that
realistic for

Hatch

found the
denies

have been
of the com-

ask Judge
but I will

fre attention
, that after
would con-
we did not
violate our

offensive "Bork-lette" phrase.
I can only tell you tfrat-t Il_can only tell yoy. t!"! .l EugF.! enn be aecured of belng rubJec-
te-that I  am entlnf lecl t .hnt l t  dlr ln' t  moLo ra-ra l l ral l - . , t  L,r. .tive-that I am nntlnfled thrit lt dldn't rnnke renre thatfrve-fnaf, r am snf,rBned thot lt dldn't mnke renre that anvbodvelp h.ad reaily ratked ro rhh parilcutar repoiuer, ei.iii- tt if iiif.

vidual.
senator spemnn. Judge Tyler, l-reeall o^ur exehange during the

eours-e of the hearingr, I gueae, on Juetice Kennedy. 
" -,

Judge Tvlrn. Rieht.. ^'
senator spncrnn. And, eandidly, I did not find it entirely eatiefae-

tory from the point of view of my sen'e as to what-aciio.i tt " "o--
mittee took.

Judge Tvl,rn. well, there have been more aetione since. I gueee itwould come bet,ter, In n wny, but eineo. r,1u -naoro..oa iil iJto rn",
Iou.are right.-At that tlme,-we hadn't nia the nction-tfiofwe had
beginning in the yenr of 1988,

Firet of a_ll,-in the.year -lg-88, pursuant to my requeet, the thenpreeidlnt of the ApA--a.1{ I believe preaidenilk",i-R;";, as h;wae.then, reflected on thls and eonfirmed the-autfio"iiv"or t}repreeident of the ABA, who -app.lnta members oio;;;o";;ittee, ae
IgI l!no*t,F.nl" people.who'are found to be-uioiattrs';;; ;ri;;
which would include epeaking to the prees, saying anything.
, The only.perpo.n under our"rutee, ai I tt intr"yoi ;iit il;il, L th"charr' and that has been made clear to our eommittee in varioua

waye since, our last d.iecuesion during the Kennedy heaiings. Youare quite right about that.
The other thing, of course-the then president of the ABA and Icomposed a etatement which we put in what we call our back-grounder-or booklet which- eame out, "s yoJ [no*, ilr" r-"t""t "ai-

.tion, in 1988. Now, one eould eay that is piecatoii;"e;;f ;;-;", lt
t8.

,f!".1iT"_ll_t1, of courde, lg we eannot guaranCee, certify, as you
h,ave been .good. enough- to recognize evei today, ahd vod havd inrne paat- I trve -in appreheneion that we will have an epiaode in therurure. I hope I am wrong. I would be lese than candid if I didn'ttell you tha[.
.You know, w_here the preeaure ie liable to eome the most. for ob-vious reaeon', I a'Rume-, js_if we traue anothe; S;;;;d'iiu'rt no--ination. Ilut, now, l think the membere of th6 commitiee withwhom I serve and have served for a little over two years now un-

derstand this.
. It is perfec.llv tr-ue that the individual who hae admitted talkinsto the committee hasn't been fired. I find it dirficult myeelf, ";J, ia'sume' the olricers gf t!e. ABA, particurarry a;o y";; i"t"i, to "iywe ehould suddenly fire him now.
- senator s'rcrr:i. waa it againet the rules of the committee atthat time to tnlk to the oreee?'
Judge.Tvlrn'.Yee. The only person who ie aupposed to tark to thepreas is the chair.
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.- senator spscE'- w9u,.trit was at that tiD.,c ocqi--+ rL- - t fl g7'T,ff-TH13?^df;u'rh'r"'lffa*'ri-e asainst the nrres ",ll them. ya,, ,h --^
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