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ABA Standlng Comni t tee on
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D e a r  M r .  O l s o n :

Thank you for your k lnd ,  let ter  reeognl  z lng our lnvest lgat lve
e f f o r t s . r  a s  r e f l e c t e d  b y  o u r  c r l € i q u e  o f  M r .  o f R o u r k e r s
n o n l n a t ' l - 0 n .

we no te  you r  l e t t e r  does  no t  respond  to  ou r  reques t  t ha t  t he
s tand ing  comml t tee  on  Federa l  Jud l t l a ry  re t rac t  f t s  app rova l  o f
M r .  o r R o u r k e r s  q u a l l f l c a t l o n s .  s u c h  r e l r a c t l o n  l s  a p p r o p r t a t l  i ;v iew of  the documentary proof  hre presented--dts l "= ' f t f " .  " i - t t , .
f a c t  t h a t  M r .  o r R o u r k e f s  o u n  r e p r e s e n t a t l o n  o f  h f ;  c r e d e n t l a l s  t ot h e  s e n a t e  ' J u d l c . i a r y  

- c o m m f t t e e  
m a n l  f  e s t e  a  p a t t e r n  o ffa l s i f i ca t l on ,  evas l_on ,  and  concea lmen t .

Under  such cLrcumstanees,  l t  ls  lneurnbent  upon your  Commlt tee towl thdraw l ts  favorable rat l .ng. .  To do otherwtse nr ln js  
- t r i " -agA

lnto d lsrep_ute. - -sugges. t lng to  the publ  tc  that  
-Jr tJ-asa 

does notv iew  f raudu len t  conduc t  aJ  d l squa l l i y tnq .

As can be seen f rorn the enclosed l tem, appear lng ln  the June 22nd,i ssue  o f  New yp rk  magaz r -ne ,  Mr .  o rRourke  r=  i r ' r " i av  tou t rnq  theABA endorsemen t  as  a  means  o f  de f l ec t l ng  the  = " i l ou r - r j i t " r J
revea led  by  ou r -  l nves t l ga t l on .  Tha t  l t em,  en t t t l eJ  , c reden t l a l s
Gap- -The  ease  o f  t he  M lss l -ng  eases r r ,  l s  based  on  ou i  e r l t t que : - - -

*  " e . "
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As to  our  ca l l  fo r  a  mora torLun on  Senate  eonf l rmat lon  o f
pend ing  jud lc la l  nomlnat ions ,  we be l leve  your  Comml t tee 's  s ta ted
conni tment I to the process of  evaluat lng prospect ive nonlneesrf
mandates i ts support  for  such decls lve aet lon.

rn l tght  of  our cr l t lque, the lnexorable concluslon to be drawn
from the favorable rat lng of  the ofRourke nomlnat ion by both the
ABA and the ei ty Bar . ls  that  the *proeessff  l_s not working and
that threshold determlnat lons as to cornpetence, lntegr l ty,  and
temperament are not belng made.

The eonsequent  danger  to  the  pub l lc  ln te res t  l s  ana logous to  tha t
presented  by  t l t "  d lseovery  tha t  med ica l  sc reen lng  had fa l led  to
prevent .  t ransmiss lon  o f  con tamlnated  b lood to  a  pa t len t .  There
is  no  ques t lon  bu t  tha t  such d lscovery  wou ld  resu l t  ln  an
lmmedia te  emergency  ha l t  o f  a l l  b lood €rans fus l -ons- -un t l l  the
souree o f  con taminat lon  was lso la ted  and sa feguards  pu t  ln  p laee.
L lkewlse ,  the  senate  must  ha l t  con f l rmat lon  o f  nomlnat l -ons-wh lch
are  the  produc t  o f  p la ln ly  de f lc len t  sc reen l_ng.

The ABA ls  no t  be lng  ea l led  upon to  lnvo lve  l t se l f  ln  f r the
po l l t i ca r  p rocesses f r .  r t  l s  on ly  be lng  asked to  recogn lze  the
lrreparable eonsequenees of  r rappiovedrt  -  

rat lngs belng 
-glven 

to
unf l t  noml -nees  fo r  l l fe - t lme federa l  Judgesh lpJ .

Y o u r s  f o r  a  q u a l i t y  J u d l c l a r y ,

erne&sdUea
ELENA RUTTI SASSOWER
C o o r d l n a t o r ,  N l n t h J u d l c l a l  C o m m l t t e e

E n e l o s u r e s :
( a )  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  6 / L g / 9 2
( b )  N e w  Y o r k  M a g a z l n e ,  6 / 2 2 / 9 2 ,  r r l n t e l l l , g e n e e r r f  ,  p .  7

c c :  T a l b o t  S .  D f A l e n b e r t e ,  p r e s l d e n t ,  A B A
Sena te  Ma jo r l t y  Leader  ceo rge  M l t che l l
eha l rman  Joseph  B lden ,  sena te  i l ud l c la ry  eomml t tee
Sena to r  Dan le l  pa t r l ck  Moyn lhan
People for  the Amer lcan Way
A l l l ance  fo r  Jus t l ce



N E W  Y O R K

Westchester County Execu-
tive Andrew O'Rourke appar-
ently has a sketchy memory
when it comes to his own
credentials.

O'Rourke, who was a Re-
publican candidate for gover-
nor in | 986, was recentlv
nonrinatcd by George Bush to
be a judge in U.S. District
Court. In a Senate fudiciary
questionnaire on his profes-
sional background, O'Rourke
was asked to provide "in de-
tail" the ten most significant
cases "which 

Ihel personally
handled" as a lawver.

O'Rourke cited only three,
one of which was reversed on
appcal.

"l ley, I gave it rhe besr ef-
fort I could," says O'Rourke.
He says he wasn't able to lo-
cate his old legal f i les because
thcy'rc with a formcr partner
who had rrrrrvctl lo l;krr.it la.' lhc pnr tncr  has,  i r r  fact ,  s incc
nrovcrl hack tu Ncw York.
O'l l,ourkc insists the point is
moot because the American
Ilar Association and the citv
bar have approved hinr for

the federal appointment
"lt was uniortunrt" ihut I

c o u l d  n o t  c o m e  u p  w i t h
more , "  says  O 'Rou rke .  " l
haven't practiccd law in ten
years. You can't do that as
counly executive. I don't re-
membcr cvery single case. Do
you keep your notes after
twenty years?"

HERE C(IIIIES
HERMAI{
llernran Badillo is setting the
stagc to nrn for mayor against

David Dinkins, his onetime
ally, sourccs say. The former
U.S.  congressman says i t 's"premature at this point to be
nraking any annorrncement,"
but a sourcc says he's "just

waiting unti l the right t ime" ro
declarc his candidacy. l ladil lo,
who is now in private law prac-
tice, has alrcady bccn adviscd
by a polit icnl-consrrlt irrg l irnr,
Atrstin Shcirrkopl, nnd is l irrirrg
tup financinl nrrtl polit icnl hnck-
ers for thc nrayoral rrrrr.

Badil lo is tcll ing associates
and potential supporters that
Dink ins has turncd h is  back
on somc groups that helpcd
elcct  h im.  "1 lc 's  cer ta in lv  vul -
ncrablc on I  l ispanic iss i res,"
says l ladil lo, who was a vocal
crit ic of cuNy black suprema-
c is t  professor  l -eonard fef -
fries. "And I don't sce that
[Andrewl  Stc in or  f  Rudolphl
Giuliani Jwho arc both 

'ex-

pectcd to announce candida-
cicsl arc doing any better."

A IDESERTI STONiI
(lF W(IRDS
A war of words is escalating be-
tween llarper's publisher fohn
MacArthur and Frank Man-
kiewicz, the vice-chairman of
l l i l l  & Knowl ton,  the power-
frrl public-relations fi im. In

BY IEANNETTE WALLS

THE D()NAID AI{D WACI((I IACI((I T(l TEATII UP?
Donald Trump may team up with Michael fackson.

A source says the reclusive singer and the not-so-reclusive devel_
oper are in talks about Trump's promoting a series of fackson
concerts this fall. The two have known each 6ther for a while, says
the source, and met earlier this month at the One to One chariiy
dinner, where the possibility of staging the concerts was discussed."lt would be four concerts at Giants Stadium," says the
source, who is close to Trump. ',And Trump is also hoping to
arrange a giant, blowout concert in Central park. lt would"be
called.the Unity Concert and would be held to promote the idea
that blacks and whites can_g-et along peaceably.'Trump is hopin!
for late sumrner or early f i l l ."

Trump had no comment. fackson's spokesman, Lee Solters,
says such a concert series "could well be in the discussion
slages."

F(IRGET IIEIiIS. SERRIII(I SUES IIIS DEIIER
Andres Serrano-the artist who has long been a target of con_
servative lawmaker fesse Helms-has i new battt i, but this
time, it 's with his dealer. Serrano, the rnan behind the contro_
versial Piss C/rrist, is suing Linda and Stefan Stux and the Stux
Gallery for $297,000.
_ Serra-no joined the SoHo gallery in t990 and agreed to let the
Stuxes keep 50 pcrcent of lhe money fr<lm his salis. But Scrrano
says the dealers owe him more than $250,000. He is also charging
1f1a1^o^ut of friendship, he,sold rhe Sruxes a photograph"toi
$3,00G--far below the market value. ,,ln breach of thiir'agree-
ment," Serrano claims, the Stuxes resold the work for $50.600.
. Says Charles. Sti l lman, who is representing the Stuxes, ,,We

view this-as a dispute between an aitist and i gallery which we
hope will be resolved through good faith and give and take."
. 

'^S!ux. Gallerytas consistently failed to honor and recognize
its fiduciary and legal obligations to Mr. Serrano," savs peter R.
Stern, the Iawyer representing the artist. ,,Mr. Serrano simply
reluses to continue to be treated l ike an indentured slave."'

THE CASE (IF THE
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