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January  18 ,  1993

w i l l i a m  E .  W i l l l s ,  C h a l r m a n
ABI Standing conmlttee on Federal Judlclary
Sul l ivan & Cromwel l
L25 Broadway
New York,  New York 1OOO4

RE: MaY 1992 Cr l t lque of  the Nlnth , lud ic ia l  comni t tee

Dear  Mr .  l f i l l l s :

a9 you know, last  May,  the Nlnth Judle la l  Commit tee submlt ted to
the ABA a comprehensLve,  fu I ly-documented_ crLt lque aetaf i fng
ser ious def  lc lenc les ln  t l . .  scre-enJ-ng procedures of -  tne s tandf  n i
Comni t tee on Federa l  Judlc lary .  gJsea thereonr  w€ caI Ied for
immediate correct lve s teps.

In the seven months that have elnee elapsed--wlth no eorrectl-ve
act ion f rom the ABA--we asked you and Pres ident  McWl l lLans t ;
conf i rm that  .our  cr i t lque was f resented to  the rnenbers of  the
standing conmit tee on Federar  Judlc iary  for  revLew by them.

Ne i the r . you  no r  P res lden t  l t eV l l l l l a rns  wou ld  p rov lde  such
conf i rmat ion.  However ,  based upon the lack of  act lon to  date,  w€
infer  that  the mernbers of  thL Standlng commLttee on Federa l
Judic iary  have not  been af forded copLes or  our  cr l t lque " ; ; - ; ;a ;
aware  o f  i t s  con ten ts .

We understand that  the Standlng Commlt tee holde b lennla l
meet ings--and that  the next  meet lng-  is  scheduled for  February in
Bos ton .  l { e r  - t he re fo re ,  respec t fu l r y  reques t  t ha t  cop ies  o r ' ou r
cr i t ique be d is t r ibuted to  each memSer or  the s tandin i  c"mrf t [ " "
in  advance of  that .  meet lng and that  our  cr i t lqu"  t r r  added to the
mee t ing rs  agenda- - l f  i t  l J  no t  a l ready  on  i t .

we further request that the serl-ous lssues set forth ln our
correspondence wi th  the ABA also be p laced on the agenda.  such
issues inctude the need for the ABA t; meet l ts obrigitron to-a;;pub l i c  by  resc ind lng  a . ra t l ng  wh ich  has  been  i rauduren t l t :procured by a jud lc la l  nominee.  
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We note that $te have had no acknowledgment from President
McWil l iams to our most recent letters on this subject,  which
c a l l e d  h i s  a t t e n t L o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  R u I e  8 . 2 ( a )  o f  t h e  A B A r s
Model  Rules of  Profess ional  Conduct .  Coples of  those le t ters ,
dated November 11,  1992 and December 18,  L992,  are enclosed for
your  convenience.

We would greatly appreelate hearlng from you before the end of
th is  month.  Members of  the Ninth Judic la l  Commit tee would be
most pleased to rnake an oral presentatlon for the benefit ,  of the
members of the Standlng ComnLttee on Federal Judiciary.

Although we certalnly understand that you have nany other matters
on your  agendar  w€ belLeve that  the t ranscendlng Lmportance of
ou r  c r i t i que  dese rves  p r l o r l t y  a t ten t l on  a t  t h l s  t l r ne .

Yours  fo r  a  qua l l t y  Jud lc la ry ,

€ana eG*=*srarq.f
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER
CoordLnator ,  N ln th  Jud lc la l  Comnl t tee

Enelosures :
( a )  I t / L I / e 2  l t r
( b )  L 2 / 1 8 / e 2  l t r

c c :

President McWll t lams
President Mcwl l lLans

to
to

J .  M ichae l  Mc l { i l l i ans ,
Chai rman Joseph Blden,
I rene  R .  Ense l l em,  ABA

President,  ABA
SenateJud lc la ry  Comrn l t tee
Sta f f  L ia ison


