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NIITTH JUDICTAIJ CO}II{ITTEE

Box.70, Gedney Stat lon
l fhite Plains, New york 10605-0020

Te le :  (914 ] �  997 -BL0S /  Fax :  (914 )  684_6554

Bv Fax and Mail
2 L 2 - 8  0 6 - 6 0 0 6

January  22 ,  1993

A l v i n  K .  H e l l e r s t e L n ,  E s q .
Chal rman,  Judlc lary  Commlt tee
AssocLat ion of  the Bar

of  the Ci ty  of  New york
42  Wes t  44 th  S t ree t
New York,  New York 1O03G-669O

R E :

Dear  Mr .  He l le rs te in :

on Deeember 17, rgg2r w€ lnqulred as to the etatus of the
Judic iary commit teers review of  our cr l t ique. your faxed
response of the same date lndlcated that you were reviewlng th;cr i t ique and would be ln touch wlth us.

l{e have heard nothlng further fron you sl-nee and are eoneerned
that th is natter has et l t t  not ,  been plesented to the Cornmit tee.

rn v iew of  the serLous Lssues presented by our crLt lquer w€ wouldhave expected t t  to have receLved pr lor t ty at ten€lon. in"r"issues incrude the denonstrated lndirreren6e of  the Judf; f ; ; t
commit tee and t l t "  ct ty Bar to our repeated ef for ts to alert  themo f  Mr -  o fRourke rs  f raudu len t  conduc t  and  un fL tness  be fo re
approva l  o f  Mr .  o rRourke rs  qua l l f l ca t i ons  was  announced .

Notwi thstanding thg rapse of .  erght  monthe--dur lng whleh the e l tyBar  has been ln  fu l l  possessl -on of  the t rue fact i  coneernfng-Mi i
o I Rourke--and. despl-te our on-golng communLcatl-one rf tn 

-tr-t" -cf 
ivBar  on the subject ,  no correct l -ve ic t lon has been for thcomlng.- - '

such lnact l -on ie  lnconsls tent  wi th  a lawyerrs  cont lnu lng eth lca ldu ty  under  DR 8 -102  (a )  :

rrA lawyer shall  not knowlngly nake false
s t a t e m e n t s  o f  f a c t  c o n c e r n l _ n g  t h e
q u a l i f  i c a t l o n s  o f  a  c a n d i d a t e  

- f o r . . .

appo in tnen t  t o  a  Jud ic ia l  o f f Lce . r l
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we a rso  d raw you r  a t ten t l on  to  Ru le  g .2 (a )  o f  t he  ABArs  Mode lRures of  Professlonal  conduet,  whrch ls to ' the ""^"  ef fect .

To  ass l -s t  the  Jud le la ry  conn l t tee  ln  unders tand ing  thesigni f icance of  the f lndings of  our lnvest lgat fve- i"L"u."h and toexpedi te retract l -on of  Lts f rapprovedrr  rat l r iq " t  l r r . -otRourke, , "of  fer  to make an oral  present l t lon to the c6mmit te",  " t t "o^pi=! f  i igour speci f ic  recommendat lons concerning l te """ i " i i f " "  process--wh ich  is  p la in ly  f lawed

As. you are avrare f rom the pTof i le appear lng at  the end of  ourcr i t ique'  our .  Director,  Dor ls L.  dJ==ower,  has an extensivebackground ln the f ie ld of  Judlc la l  select io"--g"1"g back to thestart  of  her legar careei  when she worked for the reaainfadvocate of  court  reforn,  the late New Jersey chlef  Just lceAr thur  T .  Vanderbr r t .  rn  add l t lon  to  hav ing ' , r i t t " r .  on  thesubject  and havlng served on the one of  the f l ret  Ju;rcr ; Iselect ion commit tees set up ln New York County in- lszf ,  she $rasthe f i rst  woman ever appointed to serve on the New york state BarAssociat ion eounterpart  of  the c i ty Barrs Judic i . iy-co*mlt tee andserved in that  capaci ty for  e ight |ears f rom Lg72 to 1980.

we thus believe we are ln a unlque posltlon to ald the .rudietarycommit tee in our common cause of  a qual i ty Juar" iu iy.

yours for  a qual l ty judic lary,

c_7(ezc7 d;::'7gtScr.s:sc/2N , 
-

ELENA RUTII SASSOWER
Coordlnator ,  Ninth Judlc ia l  Commlt tee

ec:  John Feer ick,  Cl ty  Bar  pres ident
chai rman Joseph g lden,  senate Judlc lary  commlt tee
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