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November 2O, 1_991-

Senator Joseph Blden
Chairrnan, Senate Judiciary Committee
224  D i r ksen  Sena te  O f f i ce  Bu i l d ing
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  2 0 5 1 0

Honorab le  S i r :

This  le t ter  conf i rms our  November L3,  l -991 te lephone conversat ion
with the i ludiciary Cornrnittee staf f  wherein t ire Ninth Judicial
comni t tee requested the oppor tuni ty  to  test i fy  against  ah;
conf i r rnat ion of  Andrew orRourke for  a  federa l  judqeship.

By way of  background,  the Ninth Judic ia l  Comni t tee is  a  grass-
roo ts .  o rgan iza t i on  o f  l awyers  and  l aypeopre  ded ica tJd  to
ensuring a quali ty Judiclary. we were form-e-d i ;  l_989 as a direct
response  to  the  i nc reas ing  po r t t i c l za t i on  o f  t he  bench - -
pa r t i cu la r l y  i n  t he  N in th  Jud ic ia l  D i s t r i c t  o f  New yo rk  s ta te :
westchester ,  Putnam, Dutchess,  orange,  and Rockland count ies.

sinee our formation, $re have ehanpioned two irnportant tegal
char lenges in  the s tate cour ts  o i  New york,  ihe cases of
cast racan v.  co lav i ta  and sady v .  Murphy,  and have spearheaded
the case of  Maxey v.  schaf fer  novr  penaing in  federar  cour t .
Those cases address the contro l l ing in f luence of  par ty  1eaders in
the nominat ion of  judges and the cr i ter . ia  emptoy6d i ;  the making
o f  such  nomina t i gns :  po l i t i ca l  connec t i ons  i nd -  l oya l t i es  ra the i
than  rega r  exce l l ence ,  j ud i c ia r  expe r ience ,  o r  even  j ud i c ia i
temperament .

We have requested that Senator DrAmato supply us with information
as  to  the  bas i s  o f  h i s  recommenda t ion  o f  Mr .  o rRourke  fo r  a
federa l  judgeship--s ince such nominat ion appears to  us to  be
who l l y  po l i t i ca t .  rn  tha t  rega rd ,  t he  fo l l ow ing  two  exce rp ts
f rom the locar  Gannet t  newspapers are most  i l lumin j t ing:

& , , 8 , ,
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r r f t  ls  anazing how much
care  abou t ,  hasn r t  ca red
care about .

Novenber  20,  l_99 j .

IGanne t t  newspapers ,  IO /24 /gO,  Ed  Tag l i a fe r r i ]
t r o rRourk€ . . . sough t  

a  yonke rs  o r  coun ty  j udgesh ip  wh i l eon the Board of  Legisrators,  f rorn rgzg to  19g3,  but  wasbrocked by yonkerJ Gop of f ic ia i=f - rno thought  he wasn o t  e n o u g h  o f  a  p a r t y  m a n .  A f t e i  , r r r , . , i r r gunsuccessfu l ly  f_or  governor  in  19g6 against  ' l i . i "cuomo, otnourke found- speculation aprenty that the copwould reward him with a federal iud;-e=hip. , ,

[Gannet t  nehrspapers,  6 /L3/go,  eommentary by Tony Brown]

s tu f f  And rew OrRourke  doesn f t
about  and probably  wi l l  never

I " .  th is.  regard,  the state commrssron on Governmentr n t e g r l t y ' s  r e p o r t ,  r e l e a s e d  
- t ; ; i ; . d a y ,  

i s  m o s rinstruct ive o.n the- .  county execut i r ie 's pr i6 i i t i "=,  
" 'n i"

goals,  h is extraordinary &is interests.

orRourke, for  ins. tanee, hasnrt  cared that hrs payrorthas long been a job bank f�qf "".rpf"V"a (and, in somecases, unemployable) Republ icans.-  The comrnission,sreport  reeounts a t i rne elrry ln o 'Rourkers tenure whenthen-county cr-erk ceorge norrow approicnea hin aboutappointnent of  severar deput ies.  o ' ; i ; ; r r" ,  the erectedGoP county executive-, resionded by "uvi"g that ' jobs ofthat  status have to be cl lared t t r iougi l - iony. ,

Tgtty is,  of  eourse, Anthony Colavi ta
the county Republican ctrairnan, l;;apparent ly te l l  the county execut ive
w h o m  t o  h i r e . , .

orRourke--never known for hls energetrc robbying of thecounty Board of  Legis la tors  anyway--d idnf t  seem to mindcolav i ta fs  orchestrat ing roaia r " " t i . ,g= and shapingcounty budgets. - Republitan board member Ed Brady toldthe  commiss ion  how ra t  co rav i ta rs  i ns i=Len"e l i  
- t he

par ty  boss would go over  agendas,  J . tem by i tern,  , i tnboard members to  make sure-  Repubr ican in terests  $rereserved in  a l l  board decis ions.

orRourke d idnt t  seem to eare mueh that ,  , ,s  a  resul t  o frevelat ions by the press and the comrniss io" ,  
-p i i r i "

fa i th  in  county gov"r i rment  had been du."q"6. , ,

o f  Eas tches te r ,
man who could

what to do and
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Because of  the danger which.  th is pol i t ical  norninat ion represents,the Ninth Judicial conrnittee wirr be sunmttCing 
--.. 

extensivedossier highl ight ing Mr.  otRourkers conduct as weslchester countvExecutive- we believe such conduct should be squarely before theJudic iary cornrni t tee when t t  quest ions Mr.  otRourke and evaluatesthe l iker ihood of  h ls exet:c is ing responsible "ra; , i . ,a"p"r ,J; ;a;
decis ion-making should he si t  on Lhe binch.

so that ste ean most ef feet ively eontr ibute to your review, preaseadvise us as to the procedures which the Judi"i;;t cornnittee wirlbe  fo l low ing  in  p rocess ing  th is  norn ina t ion ,  th ;  f imetau t " ; ; ;same, and the names of  the indiv iduals who wi l t  be air"" i iy  
- in

charge. we would appreciate copies of  any mater ia ls relat ive toMr .  o rRourkers  qua l i f i ca t ions  tha t  n igh t  bb  made ava i labre  to  us .

Th is  le t te r  i s  a lso .be ing  sent  to  the  wh i te  House w i th  a  s in i ra rrequest for  inforrnat ion as to thg qual i f icat ions ."a ract j i "unawhich were reviewed by the Presiddnt when he endorsed senatorDfAmators  recommendat ion  o f  Mr .  o rRourkers  name.

Tfe believe the l lpyt and involvement of grass-roots groups suchas the Ninth Judic ia l  commit tee wi l l  serve an addi t ional  purposein counter ing thg.growing cynic ism that our elected of f ic iars arerespons ive  to  po t i t i cs - -ng ! - the  pubr ic .  we hope your r r  agree .

Yours  fo r  a  qua l i t y  j ud i c ia ry !

€zeqa €a%iga=qso?r(a
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER
Coord ina tor ,  N in th  Jud ic ia l  Comni t tee

ee:  Pres ident  George Bush
Members of the Senate Judiciary Comnlttee
Sena to r  A l fonse  DrAmato
Senator  Danie l  pat r ick  Moynihan


