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President Obarna on Wednesday noninated flew York
appellate lawyer Caitlin J. l'lalligan to the U.S. Court of
Appeab for the D.C. Circuit, widev viewBd as the
country's second rnost powErful court.

tlsu Fhfligon, 43, was ],bw York state solicitor general urder
then-stiate attorney general Eliot S[ttEr aM led the appeilate practice at
the Weil, Ciotshal ard Manges law firm in ilew York ftom 2007 until
January, when she becane gernral counselfor the Marfrattan district
attorr€y's office.

A graduate of Prirrceton University ard Georgetown University Law
Center, tblligan was law clerk to Suprenn Court J6tice SteplEn G.

Breyer and Judge Patricial M. Wald of the D.C. circuit. She also was an
associate at Wiby, Rein & FieldirE in WashirErton.

T116 D.C. Circuit ovorse€s many regulatory nratters and disBJtes

betureen the branches of govemr€nt, srch as appeals rehted to
GuantanafiD Bay detainees.

Four of nirn cunent SuprenF Court justices served on the Dstrict
appeals court, irrlr.rdirg Chief Justice John Roberts Jr. - whose
vacancy Halligan woub fill- Rrnh Bader Ginsburg, Antonin Scalia, ard
Clarence Thornas.

Flalligan is Obarna's fiIst nofiinee to the court, wtich has two openirEs,
and wfiich has been a partisan battlegrowd for the Senate in recent
yeaB.

Spokespersons for Sens. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) and Jeff Sessions
(R-Aa.), the chaimEn ard rankirB Repudican of the Senate Judiciary
Cotmittee, had no irmEdiate coryyEnt about the nomination.

Obanra also norninated Wsshington intemational trade specialist JiffiYio
V. Reyna to the U.S. gq61ef Appeab for the Federal Circuit. Reyna, 47,
is a partner at Willians Mulbn, and served as national president of the
Hispanic l,lational Bar Association in 2006-07. Fle $aduaied from the
University of Rochester and the university of l{ew i/laxico law school.

"At every step of their careers these irdivichEls have perfonred with
excellence and un\rvaverir€ integrity,' ObanE said. 'l am confident they
will serv€ the Anerican people with dstirEtion.'

- Soencer S. Hsu
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