
SUPREME COUR'| OF TIIE STATIJ O}- NtiW YORK
COUNTY OIT ALBANY

CENTER FOR JUDICIAL ACCOUNTABILI'I'Y,
INC., and ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, individually
and as Director of the Center for Judicial
Accountability, Inc., acting on their own behalf and on

behalf of the People of the State of New York & the
Public Interest,

Plaintiffs,

-against-

ANDREW M. CUOMO, in his official oapacity as

Govemor of the State of New York, JOHN J.

F'LANAGAN in his olficial capacity as'Iemporary
Senate President, THE NEW YORK STATE SENAI"E,
CARI, E. IIIIASTIII, in his official capacity as

Assembly Speaker, TI{E NEW YORK STATE
ASSEMtsLY, ERIC T. SCI{NEIDERMAN, in his
official capacity as Attorney General of the State of
New York, THOMAS DiNAPOLI, in his official
capacity as Comptroller of the State ol New York, and

JANET M. DIFIORE, in her official capacity as Chief
Judge of the State of New York and chiet judicial
olficer of the Unified Court System,

ANSWER

lndex No. 5122-16

llartman, J.

Defendants.

Det'endants Andrew M. Cuomo, John J. Flanagan, the New York State Senate, ('arl E.

lleastie,.the New York State Assembly, Eric T. Schneiderman,'fhomas DiNapoli and.lanet M.

DiFiore by their attorney, Eric T. Schneiderman, Attorney General of the State of Nerv York,

Adrienne J. Kerwin, Assistant Attorney General, of counsel, answer the cclmplaint as follows:

l. Deny knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of'and.

thereby, denies paragraph S ol the complaint.



13. Deny the allegations contained in paragraphs 17 and l8 ol'the complaint and

respectlully refer the court to the docunrent ciled as the best evidence of what is statud and

contained therein.

14. As to the allegations contained in paragraph t9 olthe complaint, respectlully ret'er

the court to the cited decision as the best evidence of what is stated and contained therein.

15. As to the allegations contained in paragraph 2l of the complaint, respectlirlly reler

all issues of law to the court, respectfully refer the courl to the doouments cited as the besl cr,idence

of what is stated, contained and alleged therein and deny that the allegations are proper in llrat they

attempt to incorporate allegations from other documents that have not been liled with the court, or

served on defendanls, within the context of this action.

16. Deny the allegations contained in paragraph 65 of the complaint, and refer all issues

of law to the court.

17. l)eny each and every allcgation of the complaint rrot specifrcally responded to

above.

DEFENSES

18. A defense is founded upon documentary evidence. CPLR 321l(aXl).

19. Plaintiffs'claims are moot. CP[,R 32ll(a)(7),

20. The claims that plaintiffs make in this proceeding are not justiciable. CPLR

32tt(a)(7').

21. The petition fails to state a cause of action. CPL.R 3211(aX7).

22- Plaintilfs have failed ro obtain jurisdiction over Defendants Andrcw M. ('uomo,

John J. F'lanagan, the New York State Senate and Janet M. DiFiore. CPLR 321 l(aX8).

23. I he rssue rarsed by the plarntillb is not ripe tbr judicial revierv.

4



24. To the extent that plaintifPs claims rely on information protected by the Spcech or

Debate Clause of the New York State Constitution, they are barred. NY CONS'I". Art' lll $ I l.

WIII.REFOI{E, the defendants respectfully request that the relief' requesteci in the

complaint be denied, that the complaint and this proceeding be dismissed and that del'entlants be

award costs and disbursenrents, together with such other relief as may be just.

f)ated: Albany, New York
January 2A,2017

ERIC 'I" SCI INUIDIRMAN
Attomey General of the .ltate of New York
Attorney for Defendants
The Capitol
Albany, New Ypik 12224-0341

Assistant Attorney General, of Counsel

l'elephone: (518) 77 6-2608
Fax: (518) 915-7738 (Not for service ofpapcrs)

I'O: Elena Ruth Sassower (via U.S. mail)
l0 Stewart Place, APt. 2D-H
White Plains, New York 10603

Printed [Reproduced] on Recycled Paper



Verification

Adrienne J. Kerwin, an attorney admitted to practice in the State of New York, aflirms the

lbllowing under penalty of perjury pursuant to CPI.R 2106:

I am an Assistant Attorncy General of counsel in this malter to Eric l'. Schneiricnnan,

Attorney General of the State of New York, atlorney fbr defendants Andrew M. Cuomo. .lohn.l.

F'lanagan, the New York State Senate, Carl E, Hastie, the New York State Asscmbll, I'.ric'l'.

Schneiderman, "lhomas DiNapoli and Janet M. DiFiore. I have been assigned to dcl'crrd this

proceeding and I am acquainted with the pleadings, papers, and proceedings to

I have read the foregoing answer. 'l'he same is true to my knowledge, except as to those

matters alleged upon inlbrmation and belief, and as to thosc matlers, I believe them to bc true.

I make this verification pursuant to CPLR Section 3020(dX2). because the defenciants are

officers of the State o1'New York and the New York State Legislature. and I am acquaintcd with

the facts of this proceeding.

Dated: Albany, New York
January 20,2017

Printed [Reproduced] on Recycled Paper


