
From: elena@judgewatch.org 
Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2026 12:54 PM 
To: 'eleib1@law.fordham.edu' 
Cc: 'pinero@fordham.edu' 
 
Subject: Have you read the Oct 29th verified amended complaint, germane to your 

law review articles on the Guarantee Clause & the NY Court of Appeals? 

 
Dear Professor Leib – 
 
Thank you for your prompt response.  However, I am not asking you to “track” the federal lawsuit.  I am 
asking you whether it is not germane to your scholarship, as exemplified by your OWN law review 
articles "Redeeming the Welshed Guarantee: A Scheme for Achieving Justiciability and “Interpretive 
Divergence in the New York Court of Appeals”. 
 
Have you read the October 29th verified amended complaint?   Kindly confirm that you have, as I believe 
that had you read it, you would recognize the catastrophic, democracy-dooming situation we are in and 
your responsibility, at very least, to forward the lawsuit to your fellow scholars to whom it would be 
relevant.   Wishing me “Best of luck” is not sufficient, nor consistent with your professional and civic 
responsibilities as a scholar, lawyer, and citizen.   
 
I would appreciate speaking with you about the foregoing.  Might you schedule a phone conversation with 
me for next week? 
 
Please advise. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Elena Sassower 
----------------------------------------------------- 

 
From: Ethan J Leib <eleib1@fordham.edu>  
Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2026 11:42 AM 
To: elena@judgewatch.org 
Cc: pinero@fordham.edu 
Subject: Re: Your Scholarship: The Guarantee Clause of the U.S. Constitution -- & Federal Lawsuit vs The 
NYT & 33 Other Press Defendants Pursuant Thereto in Vindication of the First Amendment & 
Constitutional, Lawful Governance 

 
With respect, this isn't something I can track given my other responsibilities.  Best of luck 
to you. 
 
EJL 
________________________________ 
Ethan J Leib 
John D Calamari Distinguished Professor of Law 
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Fordham Law School 
150 West 62nd Street 
New York City 10023 
(212) 636-7490 
ethan.leib@law.fordham.edu 
 
---------------------------------------------------- 
 
On Wed, Jan 21, 2026 at 11:09 AM <elena@judgewatch.org> wrote: 

TO: Fordham Law School Professor Ethan Leib 

How disappointing to have received no response from you or your assistant to my below November 28th 
e-mail.   Is it not germane to your scholarship, including your 2024 law review article “Interpretive 
Divergence in the New York Court of Appeals”. 

By way of update, here linked are the October 29, 2025 verified amended complaint in the federal 
lawsuit, signed by CJA’s counsel on January 5, 2026 and refiled and my December 19, 2025 affidavit 
demonstrating subject matter jurisdiction, highlighting the unprecedented manner in which the district 
court has proceeded in this monumental, summary judgment case.   

Please confirm that the lawsuit will be part of your scholarship – and, if not, the reason and your 
recommendations of other scholars for whom it would be relevant. 

Thank you. 

Elena Sassower, Director 
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA) 
www.judgewatch.org 
914-421-1200 
elena@judgewatch.org 

 -------------------------------------------------------------- 

From: elena@judgewatch.org <elena@judgewatch.org>  
Sent: Friday, November 28, 2025 8:30 AM 
To: 'eleib1@law.fordham.edu' <eleib1@law.fordham.edu> 
Cc: 'pinero@fordham.edu' <pinero@fordham.edu> 

Subject: Amici & Counsel Needed: Guarantee Clause of the U.S. Constitution -- & Federal Lawsuit vs 
The NYT & 33 Other Press Defendants Pursuant Thereto in Vindication of the First Amendment & 
Constitutional, Lawful Governance 

TO: Fordham Law School Professor Ethan Lieb 
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mailto:ethan.leib@law.fordham.edu
mailto:elena@judgewatch.org
https://www.fordham.edu/school-of-law/faculty/directory/full-time/ethan-j-leib/
https://download.ssrn.com/24/05/16/ssrn_id4831093_code344006.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEAAaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJHMEUCIQCviDrxEgUqPQOcDBONmHPtneF%2FQHioKPCJOIGWsgk62gIgTvOAn2zNJd2StIh7o%2Fl%2Ff5Xiu78HbImhfOcDRe3K6C0qxgUIyP%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FARAEGgwzMDg0NzUzMDEyNTciDKOHiDDNohMEq8wZ0SqaBXgGyhC8HRZgwK%2BKRtDdCGsMfDAvl%2BJfqsvCYpIXd5S0hV7WttgQ4hSwiIYJ0obyBo2yzbXiUN7Wwcx9km%2BnU8tjmLsZsRjtZU4%2F0Ebj23Ja8Fu4I1uGoBA7foRLZqwcV29%2B4qJPLfuHcKmjAOscxWQSJwjHujEXxaQK26xdAW33TCxNgW42ANHzg%2FTuPbP02YlecAEzfrzHAn3vNVHDApjsCKi9Uc3uyesh8VBsv5UC12DaTgD2OhaDSnIqvpXLJsm3TXDUrd5beh6SygzbKYzSzvuHjGqYtEdQpK5%2BOkhaGYB9I4XUSEh6VXbgVXMsugy1Vz%2BWMXasvew48Vgj3WbdlZWIxM1Acg5um4bt0Jrzt0DjgKpRPfQt%2For4U1mSCAZpmDkQYXBtAm%2BXGvNPtVJ3EMNbC3C%2F4NyHO2tTzvdXanzZ%2FFpZXh9dUYGO7TSKUHak4vmWEkU0aCFlfTSZ6XRgPFmX14JcOX%2BaS42M2e2dyw8XcJEy7JUwQ80K7ujbhOQY8qmcqfBswjFqMR2%2FC9hdnybrZd98Nq1H6Ot%2BQOM8jqszJIGXmMd31iAVESTb%2FosXIeIv8js1oeGbtjD8TikbcFjqH3%2BTtT3aA7fxCCIaaYv%2BCCSxq%2BTvO4wCDt5a9LAwsip%2FLjRhxqfWlbBUSWxNCrqqjWvdaH%2BTzS%2FXATCXjUvIhbm41x1XLDpCWRFt1f%2FBzbhrblao%2BnI27wMOjHPr%2B3QgIW14tJziWzollEGdVkNijigCwUelpx%2Bfvw8XX9aYQVsnFv9XWoukbWxO7EyazSj1ZJFSVDVrNGpdCoXgMvDbBhvi9NYvh1SQaADWJnTo8Dt9wCRk7PTLeCII07xaL9vJ3e7MkeL8V5dx88K4r42EyXi7DB%2BfhjD23cPLBjqxAdRFS%2BIXHKvtJCNy6fkuXbu7FBo8od3YsT%2FO%2BfNCxxf18lnxnoXn1RmcdiWzi5Oqi0nznqaSFRBtYsoridYXaXr%2BINzfOJs88cp0sysCy%2BcDYKHzXFdsS3uhj0B%2BUJIOw%2FoljkNeyhbZ5Ew4vNQihjK%2BKB5URkx5Q4WDr3Yfhpycz12zMSu3VV4w%2B0dU04qApuUA2JKUNEzk4tS5J%2FU2faqf44pSdQWuH7PbOQOAPZZrfQ%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20260121T153905Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAUPUUPRWE2YXZ3GG4%2F20260121%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=7054a291617678f2ac106d9e6483a9ffe0398ebe917c6d3e31daa71e809441e8&abstractId=4424576
https://download.ssrn.com/24/05/16/ssrn_id4831093_code344006.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEAAaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJHMEUCIQCviDrxEgUqPQOcDBONmHPtneF%2FQHioKPCJOIGWsgk62gIgTvOAn2zNJd2StIh7o%2Fl%2Ff5Xiu78HbImhfOcDRe3K6C0qxgUIyP%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FARAEGgwzMDg0NzUzMDEyNTciDKOHiDDNohMEq8wZ0SqaBXgGyhC8HRZgwK%2BKRtDdCGsMfDAvl%2BJfqsvCYpIXd5S0hV7WttgQ4hSwiIYJ0obyBo2yzbXiUN7Wwcx9km%2BnU8tjmLsZsRjtZU4%2F0Ebj23Ja8Fu4I1uGoBA7foRLZqwcV29%2B4qJPLfuHcKmjAOscxWQSJwjHujEXxaQK26xdAW33TCxNgW42ANHzg%2FTuPbP02YlecAEzfrzHAn3vNVHDApjsCKi9Uc3uyesh8VBsv5UC12DaTgD2OhaDSnIqvpXLJsm3TXDUrd5beh6SygzbKYzSzvuHjGqYtEdQpK5%2BOkhaGYB9I4XUSEh6VXbgVXMsugy1Vz%2BWMXasvew48Vgj3WbdlZWIxM1Acg5um4bt0Jrzt0DjgKpRPfQt%2For4U1mSCAZpmDkQYXBtAm%2BXGvNPtVJ3EMNbC3C%2F4NyHO2tTzvdXanzZ%2FFpZXh9dUYGO7TSKUHak4vmWEkU0aCFlfTSZ6XRgPFmX14JcOX%2BaS42M2e2dyw8XcJEy7JUwQ80K7ujbhOQY8qmcqfBswjFqMR2%2FC9hdnybrZd98Nq1H6Ot%2BQOM8jqszJIGXmMd31iAVESTb%2FosXIeIv8js1oeGbtjD8TikbcFjqH3%2BTtT3aA7fxCCIaaYv%2BCCSxq%2BTvO4wCDt5a9LAwsip%2FLjRhxqfWlbBUSWxNCrqqjWvdaH%2BTzS%2FXATCXjUvIhbm41x1XLDpCWRFt1f%2FBzbhrblao%2BnI27wMOjHPr%2B3QgIW14tJziWzollEGdVkNijigCwUelpx%2Bfvw8XX9aYQVsnFv9XWoukbWxO7EyazSj1ZJFSVDVrNGpdCoXgMvDbBhvi9NYvh1SQaADWJnTo8Dt9wCRk7PTLeCII07xaL9vJ3e7MkeL8V5dx88K4r42EyXi7DB%2BfhjD23cPLBjqxAdRFS%2BIXHKvtJCNy6fkuXbu7FBo8od3YsT%2FO%2BfNCxxf18lnxnoXn1RmcdiWzi5Oqi0nznqaSFRBtYsoridYXaXr%2BINzfOJs88cp0sysCy%2BcDYKHzXFdsS3uhj0B%2BUJIOw%2FoljkNeyhbZ5Ew4vNQihjK%2BKB5URkx5Q4WDr3Yfhpycz12zMSu3VV4w%2B0dU04qApuUA2JKUNEzk4tS5J%2FU2faqf44pSdQWuH7PbOQOAPZZrfQ%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20260121T153905Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAUPUUPRWE2YXZ3GG4%2F20260121%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=7054a291617678f2ac106d9e6483a9ffe0398ebe917c6d3e31daa71e809441e8&abstractId=4424576
https://www.judgewatch.org/lawsuit-federal-vs-press/docketed/no18-1-oct29-2025-verified-amended-complaint-signed-by-zerman.pdf
https://www.judgewatch.org/lawsuit-federal-vs-press/docketed/no18-1-oct29-2025-verified-amended-complaint-signed-by-zerman.pdf
https://www.judgewatch.org/lawsuit-federal-vs-press/docketed/no15-dec19-2025-affidavit.pdf
https://www.judgewatch.org/lawsuit-federal-vs-press/docketed/no15-dec19-2025-affidavit.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.judgewatch.org__;!!G92We9drHetJ8EofZw!fvH47qyk6l9QzAKlfnZZUdvAasOFeMDKaE0SK3PX8PwoFjyKpGgZryM5Q_5qPF3OnrjpeTnVUJyfTDapOqBEkA$
mailto:elena@judgewatch.org
mailto:elena@judgewatch.org
mailto:elena@judgewatch.org
mailto:eleib1@law.fordham.edu
mailto:eleib1@law.fordham.edu
mailto:pinero@fordham.edu
mailto:pinero@fordham.edu
https://www.fordham.edu/school-of-law/faculty/directory/full-time/ethan-j-leib/


I am co-founder and director of the non-partisan, nonprofit citizens’ organization Center for Judicial 
Accountability, Inc. (CJA). 

A propos of your 2002 law review article "Redeeming the Welshed Guarantee: A Scheme for Achieving 
Justiciability”, I am writing to alert you that embodying several of its observations is the federal lawsuit 
that CJA and I have brought on our own behalf and “and on behalf of the People of the State of New York 
& the Public Interest”, pursuant to the Guarantee Clause, against The New York Times and 33 other press 
defendants.    

Above-attached and here-linked is the October 29, 2025 amended verified complaint whose first 
paragraph reads: 

“Pursuant to Article 4, §4 of the United States Constitution, ‘The United States shall 
guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Government…’, and the First 
Amendment to the Constitution pertaining to the press, as explicated by federal 
caselaw…and the First Amendment’s guarantee of ‘the right of the people…to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances’, and the further guarantees of the Fifth 
Amendment fn and the Fourteenth Amendment, §1fn to every ‘person’ of ‘due process of 
law’ and ‘the equal protection of laws’, plaintiffs seek declaratory relief and 
compensatory, presumed, and punitive damages against defendants for their knowingly 
false, ‘fake news’, corruption-abetting, election-rigging journalism, concealing and 
enabling the destruction of constitutional, lawful governance in New York State, 
culminating in corrupt candidates running on the 2025 election ballots – and, in 
particular, for New York City mayor, for New York City public advocate, for Manhattan 
borough president, for Manhattan district attorney, for Brooklyn district attorney, and 
to be district attorneys in approximately a dozen other counties throughout the state – 
and their election.”  (underlining added). 

 In addition to furnishing the lawsuit to you for your scholarship, I would appreciate discussing it 
with you and exploring whether you would be interested in participating as an amicus curiae or as 
paid counsel to CJA, which, because I am a non-lawyer, I cannot represent.  I believe the lawsuit to 
be a summary judgment case, as there is NO defense to it factually or legally. The SOLE issue is the 
magnitude of compensatory, presumed, and punitive damages – a jury determination that will 
reasonably be many tens of billions of dollars.   

 The district court’s irregular handling of the lawsuit, highlighted by my November 19th letter to the 
district court judge, only reinforces this – as does my drafted responding affidavit, for submission 
in January, disposing, at the outset, and before defendants are even served, of a subject matter 
jurisdiction defense of standing. 

 If you are unable to participate in the lawsuit, I would be grateful for your recommendations of other 
constitutional law scholars and attorneys – or, better yet, your forwarding this e-mail to them, 
directly, so that no time is wasted in putting together a crackerjack legal team for what is clearly 
monumental and fundamental to self-governance and “a Republican Form of Government”. 

 Thank you. 
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