
Statutory Provisions Relating to District Attorney Compensation 
 
 
Judiciary Law §183-a.  Compensation of certain district attorneys.   

 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the district attorney of each county having a 
population of more than five hundred thousand according to the last federal census, exclusive of 
the counties of New York, Bronx, Kings, Queens and Richmond, shall receive an annual salary 
equivalent to that of a justice of the state supreme court together with such additional 
compensation as the legislative body of such county may provide by local law.  Further, that the 
district attorney of each  county having a population of more than one hundred thousand and less 
than five hundred thousand according to the last federal census, exclusive of the county of 
Richmond, and the district attorney of any county, the board of supervisors of which has 
designated such office as a full-time position pursuant to subdivision eight of section seven  
hundred  of  the  county law, shall receive an annual salary equivalent to that of county judge in 
the county in which the district attorney is  elected  or  appointed, together  with  such additional 
compensation as the legislative body of such county may provide by local law. 

 
County Law §700. District attorney; powers and duties.  
 

8.        The district attorney of a county having a population of more than one hundred 
thousand according to the last federal census and the district attorney of Essex county and any 
county having a population of more than forty thousand but less than one hundred thousand 
according to the last federal  census, the board of supervisors of which  has designated such office 
as a full-time position, shall give his whole time  to his duties and shall not engage in the practice 
of law, act as an arbitrator, referee or compensated  mediator in any action or proceeding or 
matter or engage in the conduct of any other profession or business which interferes with the 
performance of his duties as district attorney. 
 

10.  There is hereby established a program of state aid to all counties having  a  
population of more than one hundred thousand according to the last federal census, to any 
county, the board of  supervisors  of  which has  designated  the office of district attorney as a full-
time position pursuant to subdivision eight of this section and to  the city of New York for the  
salaries of district attorneys of such counties and the counties within such city at the rate of ten 
thousand dollars per annum.    No such state aid shall be paid with respect to any district attorney 
who has not complied with subdivision eight of this section. 
 
     11.  (a)  In  addition  to  the  state aid provided in subdivision ten hereof, each county, the 
salary of the district  attorney  of  which  is determined  pursuant to section one hundred eighty-
three-a of the judiciary law, shall be entitled to receive state aid in an amount equal to the 
difference between: (i) the salary required to be paid to the district attorney of such county 
pursuant to such section one hundred eighty-three-a on  October  first,  nineteen  hundred  ninety-
four,  not  including  any  additional  compensation which may have been provided by local law 
pursuant to such section one hundred eighty-three-a, and  (ii) the  salary  required  to  be paid to 



such district attorney pursuant to such section one hundred eighty-three-a  immediately  prior  to  
October first, nineteen  hundred  eighty-seven,  or the salary actually paid immediately prior to 
such date, if higher, less the amount of any additional compensation which may have been 
provided thereafter by any such local law prior to April first, nineteen hundred ninety-six. 
Provided, however, where the salary of the district attorney of a county first becomes determined 
pursuant to section one hundred eighty-three-a of the judiciary law on or after April first, nineteen 
hundred ninety-six, the state aid payable to such county pursuant to this paragraph shall equal 
thirty-one thousand dollars. 
     (b) In addition to the state aid provided in paragraph (a) of this subdivision,  each  county, 
the salary of the district attorney of which is determined pursuant to section  one  hundred  eighty-
three-a of the judiciary law, shall be entitled to receive state aid in the amount of forty-one 
percent of the difference between the amount  required  to  be  paid   to  such  district  attorney  
pursuant  to  section  one  hundred eighty-three-a of the judiciary law on and after January first, 
nineteen hundred ninety-nine and the amount required to be paid pursuant to such section  
immediately  prior  to  such date, except that in the county of Dutchess the amount shall be forty-
two percent of such difference in the county of Putnam the amount shall be forty percent of such 
difference in the county of Monroe the amount shall be thirty-nine percent of such difference  and 
in the counties of Erie, Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester  the amount shall be thirty-six percent of 
such difference. 
     (c) Commencing with the nineteen hundred eighty-seven calendar year, the comptroller 
shall annually determine the amount of state aid payable to each county pursuant to paragraphs 
(a) and (b) hereof for each calendar year and shall pay such amount on his audit and warrant to 
the chief fiscal officer of each such county during the month of September in each such year. 
Where a county first becomes entitled to state aid pursuant to paragraphs (a) and (b) hereof on a 
day other than January first, nineteen hundred ninety-nine or January first of any other year 
thereafter, the amount of state aid payable to such county in the year it first becomes entitled to 
such state aid shall be prorated accordingly. 
 


