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March 16, 2021

TO: Assembly Records Access Officer Robin Marilla

FROM: Elena Ruth Sassower, Director
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA)

RE: FOIL/RECORDS REQUEST:
Assembly “amending” of Governor Cuomo’s FY2021-22 budget bills

The Assembly’s webpages for nine of the ten budget bills comprising Governor Cuomo’s FY2021-
2022 Executive Budget identify — under the heading “Actions” — that on March 13, 2021 — a
Saturday, when the Assembly was not in session —they were each “amend[ed] and recommit[ted] to
ways and means”. The immediately following three headings are also identical: under the heading
“Committee Votes”, nothing is displayed; under the heading “Floor VVotes” is the sentence “There
are no votes for this bill in this legislative session”, and under the heading “Memo” are the words
“Memo not available”.

The Assembly webpages for the nine “amended” bills are below hyperlinked:

(1) State Operations Budget Bill #A.3000-b;

(2) Debt Service Bill #A.3001-a;

(3) Aid to Localities Budget Bill #A.3003-3;

(4) Capital Projects Budget Bill #A.3004-b;

(5) Public Protection and General Government Budget Bill #A.3005-b;

(6) Education, Labor and Family Assistance Budget Bill #A.3006-b;

(7) Health and Mental Hygiene Budget Bill #A.3007-b;

(8) Transportation, Economic Development, and Environmental Conservation
Budget Bill #A.3008-b;

(9) Revenue Bill #S.3009-a.

With respect to each of these nine “amended” budget bills, request is made, pursuant to Assembly
Rule VIII “Public Access to Records”, for:

1) records showing the “non-sponsor” who introduced the amendment, since it
obviously was not the Governor;

2 records showing what specific changes the amendment made, as for instance,
a “detailed description of such amendment” and “amended memorandum;*

1 Assembly Rule Il1, 86: “Amendments.
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3)

records showing the date and time of the Assembly Ways and
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Means

Committee meeting at which the motion to amend was on its agenda — and notice
thereof furnished to Assembly Ways and Means members and the public;?

a. No amendment to a bill may be offered unless the member
proposing the amendment delivers three copies of the bill with the
proposed amendment correctly marked thereon and six copies of
the detailed description of such amendment to the Clerk of the
Assembly.”

Assembly Rule 111, 1(f) “Introducer’s memorandum.

There shall be appended to every bill introduced in the Assembly, an
introducer’s memorandum... Whenever a bill is amended by its sponsor, it
shall be the duty of the sponsor to file an amended memorandum setting
forth the same material as required in the original memorandum, and
describing the differences between the original and amended versions. In
addition, whenever a bill is reported by a committee as amended, it shall be
the duty of the committee to submit an amended memorandum. Such
memorandum shall be submitted in a written or electronic format to be
prescribed by the Speaker.”

Assembly Rule 1V, §2: “Meetings of standing committees.

a. Meetings of standing committees. Standing committees shall hold
meetings at a regular weekly time and day as scheduled by the
committee chairperson in consultation with the committee
coordinators, as designated by the Speaker, and such set time shall
be posted on the Assembly committee board and Assembly Internet
site. The weekly committee schedule shall be available the
preceding Thursday, as provided for in subdivision b of this
section. ...

b. Each chairperson of a standing committee shall, by the Thursday of
the week preceding, furnish to the Speaker, the Majority and
Minority Leaders, and make available in written or electronic
format to each member of such committee, a copy of the agenda of
all meetings scheduled for the following week, together with a copy
of the introducer’s memorandum for each bill listed on such
agenda. Further, each chairperson shall furnish to the Speaker, the
Majority and Minority Leaders and to the ranking minority member
of such committee, a list of all bills referred to such committee to
date together with the above agenda and memoranda. In addition,
copies of such agenda shall be made available not later than such
Thursday to representatives of the news media and to the general
public by the filing thereof with the Legislative Library and the
Assembly Public Information Office, and shall be made available
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(4)

member.?

Thank you.
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records of the Assembly Ways and Means Committee meeting at which the
motion to amend was deliberated and voted upon, including the number of assembly
members present — and the vote on the motion to amend, including the vote of each

on the Assembly Internet site and the Legislative Retrieval
System....

The chairperson of a standing committee may call a special
meeting or add or delete items on the agenda of a regular meeting
by giving twenty-four hour notice of the agenda of such special
meeting or such additions or deletions in the same manner and to
the same extent as notice of agenda for regular meetings, provided,
however, that such notice shall not be required if a message of
necessity has been received from the governor in connection with
the bill under consideration or the ranking minority member of the
committee consents thereto.”

Assembly Rule 1V, §2 “Meetings of standing committees.

d.

All standing committee meetings shall be open to representatives of
the news media and general public...No bill shall be voted upon at
such executive session. No committee shall vote to report any bill
unless a majority of all the members thereof is actually present. The
affirmative vote of a majority of all the members appointed to a
standing committee shall be necessary to every report. The negative
vote of such a majority shall be necessary to defeat a bill in
committee. No proxy vote shall be valid.

At the conclusion of a committee meeting the committee clerk of
such committee shall deliver to the Office of Journal Operations a
roll call on each of the bills considered by the committee and on
each vote to hold an executive session indicating the attendance of
the members and the ayes and nays. Such roll call shall be
reproduced not later than 24 hours after transmittal to such Office
and shall be made available for inspection by the general public and
representatives of the news media in the Assembly Public
Information Office, the Assembly Internet site and the Legislative
Retrieval System.

The audio and/or video broadcast of committee meetings shall be
made available on the Assembly Internet site when practicable, and
shall be subject to the same requirements as apply to televised
proceedings of Assembly sessions pursuant to Rule X.”



