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~ ‘Statement to tha Hon, Herbert H, Lehmagl i oS
& : L S vl T
. f N .
Requesting VETO of Assembly Inke 1137, Print 1187 McCaffref -
fv‘

o " Thig bill .requiras a weék to be designated annually for uniform .
" courses in all schools on the Bill of Righta. ’ P

. e are strmigly_ in favor of every' chi.ld in ’ﬁhe public sehobls .
veing made thoroughly familiar with the provisions of the Bills of Rights,

T e l?ebilie?e._ﬁofé;E}j that bhis i Banimnrb&f)a—f‘ﬁy“fa_iaﬁfe_ve* R

¥hat end. Instruction in these provisions should be given naturally in. .

e fhe T courae of tlié'*’afﬁidy‘”o"f”ﬁis"bory and civios and should not be segregated . -
arbitrarily-and-arsificially-in—some—ma —Regulativns regaraing -

the subject matter and methods of instruction should be left antirely to

the Board of Regents, in order that the material may be addpted to the .

- various school grades and the instruction may be given at such times as T

the logical development of the subject requires, ’
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Honorable Horbert H. Lehmen /  ~ . T

e L T *‘*...;Efx ecut i"}e_h C ];J—E- nr b—'e—r——r == —7 sy & i e o — Tt e — _—

-Albany, New York -

Dear Governor Lehmans— = oo

My bill, Assembly Introductory Number 1137
L Print Number 1187, passed the Assembly and the Senate
""" T e e ©and will be'befdré'ycﬁ”forfﬁbnﬁideration*éhbrtlya The

bill, by way of & proposed amendment to-the Education
Law, provides as follows; ’

8520, 'Oberrvance=of'bill-of“riéhts week, The
‘regents shall designate a week du

ring each year and
prescribe a uniform course of eéxercises in the publie
schools of the state sultable for pupils of various

~2ge8_to Instill into the minds of pupils. the
purpose, meaning and lmportance of the blll of rignts

articles in the federal and state constitutions,
Such-exercises Shall be .in addition t

0-any prescribed .
o ... .~ coOurses of study in the schools., o i o _
: ‘ © 82, This act shall take effect September first,
ninetesn hundred forty, :

. ° ° The purpose of -this measure i1s to inculcsate a
_ Inowledge of the Bills of Rights, federal and state, 1n the
R .,Mgmminds,ciLoun_youthf_hﬁhe*thought;isjﬁthaxgmixhkauch;;ﬁ_;:::ﬁ:::::
knowledge, they shall be better equipped to meet and '
discard any phllosophies or 1dealogies hostile to our
*ﬁmarican“systam“of“gqvernmant:“fIn*&ddttIonf

to-casting— -
k“—m——‘ﬂ;—g_ﬂ——kwﬁﬁigﬂ—sthLPhilgﬂQEhiéﬁmﬁnﬁéééaﬂ"?rwk@hm_L;'ir::@;:;;g::;z;z:::::
S R PR A e s SBPECITY £0 convince othens of the - :

e '1nherent-valﬁeaoﬂ-ourfsyatomw—melaca_greatwfaithain-mﬂmmm~_M~
7 the purpose of thls measure 83 8 use of the educational -
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THE ASSEMBLY

: STATE OF NEW YORK
i ALBANY
) -2- ‘ﬂ .
“methHod™ 6T:6Dmbat1ng un-Americanism.vvi an anclgéing-
herewlith a copy of the bill,
e rr—Very sincerely’
FMcC:KH . ... ERANCIS J, McCAFFREY JR. . i

Enc, " Member of Assembly
14th Dist, :
New York co.
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oo ASSEMBLY BILL, INTRODUCTORY §O. 1157 PRINT NO. 1187
| T TBY MR-MC=CAFFREY-_.

‘new paragraph, 52-a, o _ 7

" The New York -State Teachers Association believes in the bill of
rights one hundred per cent ‘but we are opposed to having the courses
CUefT study_ and the . curricula in our schools mandated by law, in. detail

The bill of rights 1s a part of the. rconstitution of the United States.

P et

- At the present“tim&~the—Boandnf Regents is required to have civics

P e e

and uistory taught in the schools. lherefore, inasmuch as the bill'“o"“f“’“"“"-—

By special act to mandate the Board of Regents to prescribe
—this as an independent function might bring discredit to other parts

~of the constitution. , B

—5—-‘"_&

B original constitution, but because of pressure by tmerals of - T

that day the constitution was amended to 1nc1ude the so caﬂed—b%}}—‘
BT

——————




been charged mith subversive attltudes. We say we’ believe in the

J freedom of speech, the right of assembly, the right of petition, and

_;l;_mmso“on, yet within vemﬁ recent years .certain groups have attempted :

being anti- American.;ﬁ_W’ ST T T e e

Under the present regulations Tald down by statute and by

Kegents' regulations the bill of rights is being taught. If this
bill becomes g law it might be misconstrued and defeat the very |
purposes for. which it is designed The bill of rights should be
observed every “week In the year: and not confined to-one week.

We request the Governor to disapprove this bill.

Respectfully submitted,

.%m__s.Kﬁviﬁmﬁtﬁﬁﬁbwm_msw_msmw,mmmmsﬁthsmemwswmuws,;jssmsm
Executive Secretary )




MEMORANDUM FOR THE GGVERNOR’IN BELATION To ASSEMBLY BILL

—— INT. 1137,-PR.-N0. 1187, INTRODUCED BY MR MC_CAFFREY; e ——

ﬁmwwwENTQZiéE%JHH¥—AG?—T9-£&HHHB THE%%E&KHHH%ﬂ?ﬂENW““TN”RELﬁTiON

4;,_ymm-#TG_UBSERVﬁN€E~@F-BILL OF RIGHTS WEEK".

This bill was considered by the Regents at their’

‘meeting 6nﬁApril-19-and it was voted that the Governor be -

-respectfully requested to give the bill Executive approval.

Respectfully submitted,

.i&é

mErnest E. é;le

Députy Commissioner and Counsel

State Education Department

- Dated, April 20, 1940.
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RS Cyeacaman o EXECUTIVE GHAMBER . L SR
. 22, 1940. | B
MEMORANDUM FOR THE GOVERNOR RE ASCENELY INT. 1137, PR, 1187, g

——

-~ This bill requires the Board of Regents to designafe a weelt
during each %ear for uniform courses and exercises in all schools on
o—-—the-Bill of-Rights. .. ... . . ' :

The purpose of the bill is very sound. It is certainly
an opportune time for schools throughout the State to lay emphasis
~on-the..Bill.of.Rights and to start the children at.an early age to ... ...
understand and respect it. I cen understand thHe BbJections that =
. have been raised to the bill for it iz undoubtedly true that the
________ .provisions..of the Bill of Rights should be given naturzlly in a
— *course*of“study“of{history"and~ciuigs, ;It;i§5ndtiafseparate;subject
to be segregated and taught at a specific period in the year. The
Board of Regents should have discreticn respecting regulations of
the subject matter and methods of instruction in schools.

Although the objections raised have merit, I do not see

“how you can disapprove the bill. I am certain that the public
would not—understand.a veto based on the ground that thé Board of

Regents now has power to lay emphasis on the Bill of Rights-ip a ,
—— ~course-of-instruction. 74 . o Kot lha (] ”zh‘*“¢7¢2

v Ny . P —

—— _of the b 1l. "It certalnly caned ~no—harm to-have a week. s,e_ti_a'_s.itdg__g

‘ for instruetion in aniobservangé of thils fundameéntal-principle of — —
- --our_government.  Since the Board of Regents has approved -the bill,
I think you should sign it. ' - e T e e R

w— )

L




