6-4-46-5M (30MO-363)

B | o CHAPTER 17'/00/

R

lo. 490 &,,/"l,; lnt 488

IN SEN ATE

January 8, 19&9

Introd‘uced by Mr DALESSANDRO—read twice and ordered

gx;mted and when printed to be commltted to the Committee on. -
bhe Education’ o ,

To amend the mt:aﬁén W, In on f%‘i‘equirmg the regents
o prescﬁbe courses of msfruction In the: his!ory, ‘meaning,
Vsmniﬁcmea and.-effect of the oonstatutlons of the United

sfate: an& of the state of New York and the amendments '
‘ fmrm ana inkthe declaratm of: indepmdmce

"“x; e EN sff,’\ ‘h, o :\” o

. 4 “ ‘*-?v .
Y .
.’7 ; “?, i ’
y’lj RSSO TLVL T % { L - /(
- : [I 7
! fal
?s ,\I

Jurats and Enacting Clause

Compared by A, E A N

NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY
Approved by

 MIGROF FEMED

e 4 24/, ‘Z,,s 5 |

hO. OF EXPOSURES
EXCLUSIVE OF BILLS..'.W.?W.......“




g Senate
___________ ... FEB1B 19409

L%

Ordered, That the Clerk deliver the bill.‘entitled: B

IN SENATE =~ "™ == 4 e
- Ne. 490 ' Int., 488

An act to amend the education law, in relation to requiring  the
regents to prescribe courses of instruction in the history, meaning,
sisntificance and effect of the constitutions of the United States and

‘“e state of New York and the amendments thereto and in the
declaration of independence : Pl

“to the Assembly and request its conciirence in the
same,

| .'_n__.__WABy_.?rdér

Clerk.
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~ State of Mew otk .
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PETER J. DALESSANDRO AlT_BA NY

35T DISTRIETY

R iﬁarch 14, ;949 "
“ / 7 o
. "~/ :
Hon. Thomas E. Dewey, SN
™ _ Office of the Governor, \ ' -‘\”3g} ‘
‘ - State Capitol, , , : \.»/
~~);lbany‘, W ¥gmrmrm e B o ;! .

Bl -~ Dear Governor Dewey:

I have your communication relative td/Senate Bill Int. No.
488. This bill expands the study of important historic documents
in our school system. At present the @onstitution of the United
States is the only document that is required to be studied. Under -
this bill it is required also that the Declaration of Independence
and also our State Constitution and Amendments be studied. I
believe that it is important for a more complete\understandingmdf
our basic:law that these additionial documents be studied.

Very'truly
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' L L
fireris ~Dear Mr. Breitel: o e

- The Public Bducation Association 1is wholly opposed
to the Dalessandro-Herrick Bill (S.490, A.550) requiring
Courses on the history and significance of state and

federal constitutions.
c -

— - ThigAwseetation has- 10‘!")0‘1‘! “on record in oppo=

sition %o curriculum mandates of any kind on the theory
that there should be local control of the local scheol
systems. The sthool should relate as closely as possible
to the needs and interests of the community in which it

is located. Bducational standards are s proper Goncern

of central authorities dut extending this control to
matters of the curriculum or content of the school program
blocks local initiative. A e ’ .

The schools in New York City are already giving
sdequate attention to the federal Gomstitution and for the
most part degql fairly with the history of New York Ssate.
Ve here hope very much that Governor Dewey will gee fit to
veto this meagure. ‘ '

7

Veryq sincerely yours,

_ b
 Frederick C. Mclaughlin
Bducational Director

rounoao inggs-,mc_o‘mn:m.mat:» 1999 ' ' - =
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¢, ~ MEMORANDUM HOR THE GOVEANOR, IN RSLATION TO SENATE BILL
%y, ¢ PR. NO. 490, INT. 488, INTRODUCED BY MR DALESSANDRO ANG

£ ENTITLED "AN ACT TO AMEND THE EDUCATION LAW, IN RELATION
™ TO REQUIRING THE REGENTS TO PRESCRIBE COUKSES OF INSTRUC-
rm‘§)\ ; TION IN THk HISTORY, MEANING, SIGNIFICANCE AND EFFECT . OF. . ..o .
“Ly YN 7T THE CONSTITUTIONS OF THE UNITED STATES AND OF THE STATE
k W OF NEW YORK AND THE AMENDMENTS THERETO AND IN THE DECjARe
o ==~ ATION OF INDEPENDENCEN,— = o o 2 '
s

This bill in effect broadens the present requirgment ' i
that instruction be given in the Cbnstitution of thdfuy-w«n

. AN
Bami ey

United States by including the Declaration of Inqependené;:”f
Tt also broadens the scope by requiring imstruction in the =~
“slgnificance and effect of the provisions of the Constitution |

.afd the Deélaratidn‘gfﬂIndependenée.. It should be noted

that fhe»presenthyliabusy~wthhink;wcompletely covers thése

flelds and, undoubtedly, on even a broader scale than the

bill specifies. Coﬁéequently, the enactment of the measure

would not in any.wéy change the present practiée and is not

objectionable in that sénée.“ of course, Thé Department has
’ aiwajs taken thé position that it is uhﬁise for the Legis-

~

lature to mandate courses of instruction in the public schools,w*“‘

*

The piling up of these mandateslwill eventually take up the )

on of the "basic coret" courses.,

te

Charles A. B d, dr., |
o Counsel, &tate Education
. Department.

P
March 16, 1949 |
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Re: Senate Int. 488, Print 490 - D'Alessandro

To amend the education law, in relation to
- requiring the regents to prescribe courses
. : ¢« - of instruetion in the history, meaning,
o . 8ignificance and effect of the constitutions
S of the United States and of the state of

M@%Mwmmmww,.fmwmgwwmmmMMHQI;XQrkMandwthewamendmantawtheneto and in
o - the dﬁclaration of Independence,

.

. -
The Board of Education disapproves
the above described bill. Thls bill seeks to ex-

tend courses of instruction Prescribed by the
Regents.

It 1s the position of the Roard of
Education that matters of currlculum should not be
-mandated by the Legislature but should be left to
the discretion of loecal school authorities. lan
blils ere offered, from time to time, which sesk
to mandate courses of instruction. The result of
such bills is to meke the Planning of the curricu-
lum unduly b rdensome. We feel that the proper
course is to leave these matters to the sound dis-
cretion of the school authorities, subject to re-

g B view, when necessary, by the Commissioner of Educa-
- ' tion,

mend that you disapprove this bill,

~— — - Sincerely; -,

4

o drew G. Clauson
- TAGCB:l - - Ppagtdent— . .

Governor of the State of New Ydrk
Capitol =
Albany 1, New York

We, therefore, respsctfully recom= -~ —

» Jr'.'

Honorable Thomas B, Dewey ' {
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