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state of New york comnission on Judlclal conduct
38 -40  S ta te  S t ree t
Albany,  New York L22O7

ATT: Albert B. Lawrence, Clerk

RE:

Dear Mr. Lawrence:

r calred your office earl. ier today and was tord by yoursecretary,  sharon, that  nei ther you nor anyone else i t ' tnecommission would.speak to us abogt 
-your 

oecembir  13,  Lggl  let terinforning us,  wi thout expranat ioni  that  our cor j ta int= datedsepternber L9, L994 and october ie,  Lgg| had ueln aismissea,purportedly by the commission. sharon told us that we would haveto put our inforrnational queries in writ lng.

As r reminded sharon, the last t ime she told us to put ourinquiries about the dismissar of a complaint in writ inq ;;;near ly twq vears ago--and we are st i I I  wai t ing fo i ine commissl_onto respond to ! ! .  January 22, 1993 let ter  we sent.  A copy ofthat  ret ter ,  addressed to you--and our for low-uf-ru* four andone-hal f  months later to Mr,  Kik l ier-- is annexed so that you "u.
f in?r ly respond to the speci f ic  quest ions r i isea therein,incruding our.  request for  

-a 
terepn6ne conference as to thecommissionrs dlsposi t ion of  furrv-doiumented complaints.

As to our september L9, rgg4 and october 26, Lggl  complaints,f i led wi th support ing d.ocumentat ion,  p lease ret  us know whetherthe commission members themselves reviewed thern, the date of theformal meeting at, which the conmission r". 'u"i" made theirdi-srnissal  d isposi t ion,  and the number of  comnission memberspresent and vot ing.

According to the commissionrs Lgg4- Annual Report, which it makesavai lable to the pubt ic:

rrThe ethics standards that the comnission
enforces are .  found pr imar i ly  in  the Rules
Governing Judicial Conduct, a copy of which
is annexed as Appendix D, and the Code of
Judiciar conduct. Ttre Rures are pronurgated



. l

by the chief Administrator of the courtswith tl" approval of the Court of Appeals,pursuant  to  Ar t i c le  6 ,  sec t ions  20  and 2g  o fthe Ner. /  york state const i tut lons.  
- i [e-6oae

$ras adopted in L972 by the New york state BarAssoc ia t i on .  r l

l{€, therefore, request an explanation as to the basis upon whichthe cornmission purportedly 
- 

disrnissed- our september L9, Lgg'compla int  which,  wi th  cor ioborat ing-  documentat ion,  estabr ishedthat  Appel rate Div is ion,  second oe-pai tment  just ices-- incrudincr
irustice will i_an- -Thompson, a nernber of this c".ii=ii;;::#xf lagraltry and deribefatery vioraiea-nrrt .  r .oo:31cj or the RuresGoverning Judicial conduct 

-and 
cano" g acl of the code of Judicialconduct by refusing to recuse themserves from tne Article 78proceeding __in which theywere _charged with criminit--EonarGt, vrere partres to theproceeding, and had a direct interesd i-n lts oltc-o;;:

we arso request an - explanation as to the basis upon which thecornmission purportedry 
- 

dismissed orri 
-o.tober 

26 , rggr compraintwhen the unrebutted docurnentary evidence presented therewithshowed that 
{:_=,t_r.". Thompson, ai werl as other justices of theAppel late Div is ion,  second Department,  were knowingry andder iberatery part ic ipat ing in far=Gi;at ion "r  a record in acourt  proceeding and { .a1r ing to aisctrarge l ,n" i ,  ethicaro b l i s a t i o n s  u n d e f  s 1 o o . 3 ( b ) G ) :  ( i ) ,  a n d  ( 3 )  o f  t h e  R u r e sGoverning Judlc ia l  Conduct.

rnasmuch as  bo th  the  september  L9 ,  J ,gg |  and oc tober  26 ,1994conplaints detai led not just ,  " [n i"ui  ure_acnel , - -Lut cr i rn inarconduct by a member of t-rris co^ri==iorr, Justice Thompson, werequest to know whether and on what aite the comlnissron membersvoted that the rappearance of _impiop_rt9ty,, 
- 

dla-- r.,ot requlrereferral  0f  these rut ty-docum_ented iornirain€s, Li iorvrng, intera l ia ,  v io la t ion  o f  . lud ic ia ry  Law S14 ana St -95 'o f  tn .  pena l  Law,to the District Attorney of.-Kings 
-county, 

1r not- to 
-tne 

covernorfor investigation by a jpecial pr"rl""t lr.

Comm. on Judicial  Conduct Page Two December 15,  1994

Yours for  a qual l ty judlc iary,

€e4q4.R\8.=ssd2/\ra
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator

Enc losu res :  L /22 /93  l t r  and  6 /B /g3  fax

cc:  Gera ld Stern,  Admin is t rator
Lee Kik l ier ,  Adnin is t ra t ive Assis tant
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MESSAGE:

The center for Judicinl Accourrtnbirity, rrrc. is a national, non_partisan,
organization raising public consciousness about r,o* ju.rg., break ttre law

not-for-profit citizens,
and get away with it.
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