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Gerald Stern,  Admin is t rator
New York State Conmission on Judicial Conduct
B0l, Second Avenue
New York,  New York L0002

Dear Mr.  Stern:

The enclosed is .seIf_-expl.anatory--as is the Appellate Division,
second Depar tmentrs  dec is ion in  co l in  v .  Appel rate Div is ion,  15 i
NYS2d 99 (L957) ,  which r  gave you dur ing ny rast  v is i t  to  the
Cornrn iss ionts  of f ice.  That ,  case establ ishes- that  over  and above
the.  legar  author i ty  c i ted in  ouT september 19,  Lgg|  cornpla int
against  Just ice .  Thompson and h is  Appel rate b iv is ion,  3""ona
Depar tment  associate just ices for  the i r  conduct  in  sassower v .
Manqano'  e t  a l . ,  the.  Appel la te Div is ion,  Second Depar t rnent  fonq
a9o recognized that  i t  had no jur isd ic t ion to  dec i le  an Ar t ic le
78 proceeding against  a  jud ic ia t  t r ibunal  which was not  in fer ior
t o  i t .

Hopefully, you lt"y" by now received from Aran Friedberg the copy
of  the cer t  pet i t ion in  sassower y .  Manqano.  et  a1. ,  which t  g" i l
hirn some weeks ago. Please add it  to ahE- f ire of our septefrber
19,  1 ,994 compla int  so that  i t  w i r r  be avai lab le lo  the
Commission members when they reconsider the sunmary disrnissal ; i
that  cornpla int .

For purposes of completeness, the Attorney Generalrs bad-faith
opposit ion to our cert petit , ion and our ieply are transrnitted
herewith--in the event r did not previously prbvide then to Mr.
Fr iedberg.

As succinctry derineated in the cert, papers--and, seemingry
unapprec iated .by you-- is  the absolute 

- rawressness 
of  tn l

A p p e 1 1 a t e D i v i s i o n , S e c o n d D e p a r t m e n t | s @ a r i n g r e s s
suspension of  my motherrs  l icense,  which i t  h is  perpetuated for
over four vears. Not onry is there no regar authori ly to pernit
such a suspension,  but  ar r  . legar  aut t ror i iy  is  expre=sr . , , ,  to  the
contrary' rn that connection, r quote from yotrr own pace Law
Review art icle on the subject of rrDetermini ig ceneral ly-E!!I Error I is Misconductrr :
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trJudiciar I independence I encompasses rnaking
mistakes and cornmi_tting I error r-, but uru, "o.E
+rt.t ' rd"d ao .fford grol"gaior to jrugJJ i lno
ignore- the.  raw or  otherwi=e pose a threat  to
the administration of justice. u (ernphasis
added ,  a t  304 -5 )

The record, highlighted in the. cert petit ion, leaves no doubt asto the deliberateness with. which_ th6 Appelrate oivisio-n, iE"""iDepartment has perpetuated the unlawful 
-Juspension 

of my motherrsl icense by wi l fur ry  f lout ing utact<- ie t ter  raw again and again,over  a per iod of  years.

Finally, r am. compelled to tel|  you that I cannot conceive howyou, as Adninistrator, can advisd the commission 
-members 

as tothe d isposi t ion to  be g iven to  jud ic ia l  rn isconduci  compla ints ,when you seem so unfamil iar with ine btack-l-etter aecisional lawand fundamental 
.ethical pri-nciples G-wtriEnlhose conpraintsrefer. For starters, r encl_osd for your convenience Matter ofNuev ,  6L  Ny2d  .5 r .3  (1984)  and  Ma t te r  o f  Russako f f  I  

- zg  
Ny2d  520( 1 ' 9 9 2 )  ,  w h i c h  a r e  t w o  a n d  t h r e e  p a g e s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,Addi t ionar ly ,  i f ,  apar t  f rom your  postur i i t ' i ; ; . f1" r , . f i t ,  youactually berieve that by some stretch of thL ethicir i."gi"lti""judges sued in an art icte 7B proceeaing 

- ; ; ; ; - -"onetheless,

adjudicate that ,  progeedinq--as was done F 
- t .==di i " t ' " .  

* . "" . . ,et aI. by Justice Thonpson and his second oelaiE brethren--rrequest that you produce some legal autnoritv t" 1n"t effect.
!-o1s1ae5ing. the seriousness of wnat is invoivla-n"rl, r do notthink that is too much to ask.

P l e a s e  d o n r t  d e l a y .  T h e  l o n g e r
Commissioners to recognize and p"r-form
stat\rtory duty, the greater wff f  be
v ic t ims of  grotesque jua ic ia t  abuse.

it takes you and the
your constitutional and
the number of innocent,

Yours for a quality judiciary,

Aznel
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center  for  Judic ia l  Accountabi l i ty ,  Inc.

Enclosures:
( a )

opposing memorandum, repfy
(b)  Mat ter  o f  Nuey
( c) r',ratter-ET-nf,EEatorr
(a t  9 /14/94 1t r  to  NyS Eth ics Commiss ion
(e)  9/L4/94 l t r  to  Chai rman Berger


