
From: elena@judgewatch.org 
Sent: Thursday, January 29, 2026 9:29 AM 
 
To: 'susan.arbetter@charter.com'; 'jack.arpey@charter.com'; 

'grace.ashford@nytimes.com'; 'jbeeferman@politico.com'; 
'Ezra.Bitterman@TimesUnion.com'; 'editor@nysfocus.com'; 
'jcampbell@nypublicradio.org'; 'Dan.Clark@timesunion.com'; 
'Keshia.clukey@newsday.com'; 'kcordero@politico.com'; 
'gwen@adirondackexplorer.org'; 'jdeline@news10.com'; 
'SDestra@wmht.org'; 'tucitydesk@timesunion.com'; 
'aoife.forbes@wcny.org'; 'bianca@nysfocus.com'; 'mfrench@politico.com'; 
'agault@wdt.net'; 'rgavin@buffnews.com'; 'chris@nysfocus.com'; 
'vgolden@nypost.com'; 'lynn.halliburton@statewatch.com'; 'mhill@ap.org'; 
'bernadettejhogan@gmail.com'; 'kevin@statewatch.com'; 'Kyle Hughes'; 
'stephen.hughes@newsday.com'; 'aizaguirre@ap.org'; 
'ajefferson@cityandstateny.com'; 'Grace.Jiang@timesunion.com'; 
'rjustin@bloombergindustry.com'; 'shaneking@statewatch.com'; 
'sking@wxxi.org'; 'colin@nysfocus.com'; 'EKline@wmht.org'; 
'kkozak@wmht.org'; 'blee@alm.com'; 'rlewis@cityandstateny.com'; 
'Kate.Lisa@charter.com'; 'David.lombardo@wcny.org'; 
'BLyons@TimesUnion.com'; 'billmahoney@politico.com'; 
'melissa@nysfocus.com'; 'akash@nysfocus.com'; 'sam@nysfocus.com'; 
'matthew.mirro@statewatch.com'; 'ben.oreskes@nytimes.com'; 
'bphillip@nysenate.gov'; 'nreisman@politico.com'; 'julia@nysfocus.com'; 
'jay.root@nytimes.com'; 'yancey.roy@newsday.com'; 
'JSheridan@news10.com'; 'Maryfrancis.Stoute@charter.com'; 
'esther.sun@hearst.com'; 'jvielkind@wnyc.org'; 
'timothy.p.williams@charter.com'; 'jenny@nysfocus.com' 

 
Subject: The Legislature’s OWN FY2026-27 budget -- & this year's elections for ALL 

213 legislative seats, for starters... 
 
Attachments: 1-28-26-questions-for-stewart-cousins-heastie.pdf 

 
TO:  LEGISLATIVE CORRESPONDENTS ASSOCIATION ROSTER OF REPORTERS 
 
Have you examined the Legislature’s FY2026-27 budget – and Governor Hochul’s budget bill thereon? 
 
To assist you in doing so and reporting to the People of New York about the facts and law, above-attached 
are CJA’s questions about the Legislature’s FY2026-27 budget and the Governor’s budget bill 
#S.9001/A.10001, sent yesterday to Temporary Senate President Stewart-Cousins and Assembly Speaker 
Heastie by the below e-mail and, then, to ALL Senators and ALL Assembly Members (& here). 
 
Elections are a time of accountability – and most of the 213 legislators are running for re-election.   What 
are their answers to CJA’s questions about their OWN budget?  And what are their answers to your 
questions – or don’t you have any?  
 

https://www.judgewatch.org/nys-2026-27-budget/1-28-26-questions-for-stewart-cousins-heastie.pdf
http://nysnys.net/
https://www.judgewatch.org/nys-2026-27-budget/foil/12-1-25-leg-budget/December%20Submission%20FY2026_27%20Legislature.pdf
https://www.budget.ny.gov/pubs/archive/fy27/ex/approps/leg-judi.pdf
https://www.budget.ny.gov/pubs/archive/fy27/ex/approps/leg-judi.pdf
https://www.judgewatch.org/nys-2026-27-budget/1-28-26-email-to-senators.pdf
https://www.judgewatch.org/nys-2026-27-budget/1-28-26-email-to-assemblymembers.pdf
https://www.judgewatch.org/nys-2026-27-budget/1-28-26-email-to-assembly-correctedemails.pdf


I am available to answer your questions and to further assist you in this major story that upends, 
additionally, this year’s four statewide races, D.A. races, and judicial races.   Feel free to call me, no 
matter how early or late and over the weekend – as TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE, OBVIOUSLY. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Elena Sassower, Director 
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA) 
www.judgewatch.org 
914-421-1200 
elena@judgewatch.org 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
From: elena@judgewatch.org <elena@judgewatch.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, January 28, 2026 12:04 PM 
To: 'scousins@nysenate.gov' <scousins@nysenate.gov>; 'Speaker@nyassembly.gov' 
<Speaker@nyassembly.gov> 

Subject:   Questions about the Legislature’s FY2026-27 Budget & the Legislative Portions of the 
Governor’s Legislative/Judiciary Budget Bill #S.9001/A.10001 

 
TO:        Temporary Senate President Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
              Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie 
 
Above-attached is CJA’s memo to you of today’s date with questions for you to answer, culminating in 
question #40, asking: 
 

“Would you be willing to publicly give your answers to the above questions pertaining to 
the Legislature’s FY2026-27 budget and Legislative/Judiciary Budget Bill 
#S.9001/A.10001 at a legislative hearing on the Legislature’s own budget and, if not, 
why?” (underlining in the original). 

 
Inasmuch as I have, for years, furnished you with comparable, if not identical, questions, you should be 
able to readily respond. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Elena Sassower, Director 
Center for Judicial Accountability, Inc. (CJA) 
www.judgewatch.org 
914-421-1200 
elena@judgewatch.org 
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