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BY HAND

October  2,  1996

Sidney Z ion,  Esq.
2l-5 West 90th Street
New York, New york

Dear  Mr.  Z ion:

This transnittal forrows gp my. comments from the audi-ence atyesterday's round-table aiscuisi ln"" ' l t  the uew- york countyLawyersr Association, "shourd the nures be changed to Arrow ourJudges to Respond to cri t icisrni,- '- . l ia our ui i--" i  conversationthereafter- rt  arso forlo-ws *y' ,". .r i",  of some of your pastcorumns in the Daily Neqs--reaaiirg rne1" berieve that you wouldb e i n t e r e s t e d i " . @ s t h e f r e w Y o r k S t a t e c t m n i s s i o n o n
Judiciar conduct roIJrtrlT-it i.s : 

-'not 
r"_r"1v 

-i"!t.ir-tiona1, 
butcorrupt. rndeed, from th:.Dguy_Itglgr' september 28th editoriar"why is Lorraine Mirrer st ir-1-f f i6;1,, .  i t rxhi5ig-un,,1, as werras its past art icres crlt icar of the 

-Co-mmiss16n--1r.,"ruding 
one onMarch 25th in which cJA was ,n""t l"r,"a: (Exhibit 

-;ei l  
__the DailyNews shourd be receptive to such expose. 

\!^^rrs4u E' '-

By hray of background, encrosed is a copy of our Letter to theEditor, I 'commisi ion Abanaong rnvestig.ci,r" Mandate" pubrished inthe August  14!  1995 New york Lat -J ; rn i l  (Exhib i t  , rsr r ) .  r td e s c r i b e s t h e I a w s u i t v ' @ a r a g a i n s t t h e C o m m i s s i o n
on Judiciar conduct for i is _ pr"t6"t ionisrn 

-or ---poli t icalry_

connected, powerful judges and how i_t- ;; aiimpea by statesupreme court Judge 
- 

Helman cahn. rn pertinEffi part, theconcluding paragraph reads:

t r T h e  p u b l i c  a n d  l e g a l  c o m m u n i t y  a r eencouraged to access the papers j.; theArt icLe -_79_ proceeding f rorn the New york
County Clerkrs  of f ice (sassower v .

1 rr last .year,  L '361 formal _grr ievances hrere f i led againstjudges. onry s ix were censured-ana- iust  one fur l_t ime judge wasremoved.  But  then g7z  o f  th6  gr ievances  
-weren, t  

even
:::::t l f lated. 

unless rhev're rouna--suiity, the aetairs are kepr

2 rrgl:ru 
-s--1=:o.1er, - coordinator fo the center for JudicialAceountabirity, said the r.r--member pun.r ,throws out conpraintswhich are documented and detaired i .n ' i i i  respects.  r ,
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com4niss ion ,  #95_109141) . . . f f i . !_  those papersunmistakably show_ i= 
, 

tir;i the comrnissionprotects iudcres . from th;. consequences of
;l:i:"J$ft'""*if;;ft";i'-=-and' G-;;-; is

ii F r.i+ - i*:," 
="""* 

ffi "'l . i lH :, r If in fr",,r ? i ", 1 i sr " . p o s i t i o nreadirv provide vouj:-l["r- the ct-r*-i]=""i"" ;. ;fu;{llt'l;ff"Iiiit h e . k n o w i n g . u e n e . r i c i a r y . o r - . _ & d e c i s i o n o f d i s m i s s a 1 - -
w*hout which ir courd 

-rot 
rru*'e EffiE- ";; iJ;i tnurr"nge.

rndeed, you donft even ne_ed the legal-fl l : to prove to yourselfthat  the connissio ' i  " .  "" i r :pr" iy l ; : ; :d rure ,  ; ;  
_NycRR 

s7ooo.3,w h i c h w e c h a 1 I e n g s a , i " - @ . w i t h i u a i - " i u ' v L a w s 4 4 . 1 .
Nor do vou need €ne'r i ie ' ro 

."xpGfts: farse ; ; ; r i ; ;  cahn,s crairnin his decj'sion [n"t-i i init i i i-;;"i;r and inqui;;,, consrituteJrrinvestigarion'�r.^_ 
rii yJr neea ."" cnl iir=t-"E#:: pases of ourDecember ls, Lses reit6r' to tneJJ=Jilr"_gyu-igrary cornmittee, towhich are annexed 'ruaiciary Law s aa . r and 22 l lv'cnn s 70oo - r- etseq.r €rS werr as the rerevant "on=titrrt ionar-irorri '=r_orr= 

(Exhibit"p') ' The connissi""-r"""ived .-'r"iv "t tnaf-JeJJ*u., 15, r.99sretter--u"t 
,@ 

*tJ"".t 
=pond to it. The reasonshou ld  be  obv ious .  

v l sesq  L I J  re

That Justice 
_cahnrs decision is an 

% fraud hasnot restrained the co*rG=1or,- Eoil".ili-ai.r,g l'i-;-3;lse 
.cLains ini ts just-released rgg6--Aon:11 nefor i -_or tne comnrssron. Thepert inent pages are enclosed lnxtr i f i - i - rgrr)  .

since a demonstrably corrupt comrnission on_ Judiciar conduct,which covers up heinous 
-  

juaic i ; i - .1 i" : i ;dd*-  
"o- di rect lythrearens th-" puutic ;;d Jre-";;;;-1uiyo, ciuliani anq covernorpataki have b_eei so ".ri=ioL.rr-;;"t;rotecting 

the pubric fronii;$lli3"';li:: judses'r;;;-1;;;;: ;'"viaeJ'in., i.pi"= "r-ti.

iliill=tid"fipo"""?1n""H":?;T?r#;-1-11-6rertert:-:!"^Mayor,transcripti--abo,'t'ni"n-;;ilii:ii':"ffi:1;.3";hl:
del ivered ro ci tv 

--H"i}  

^:  co-pv of .  
' t -n" -- i i i i fat ion 

f i 'e,accompanied by a r6uru.* 20, rc6'a r"tt""r- c*o'iJJqrr"ntry, thef irst docurneni, to 
-wtri#-'y. 

wourd aiiect _ your attention is our;:::i;:S J::iXi:{" il'1"=*::::iti""'1,"',i"n, 
- -lo *;;" 

r w€ have
The encrosed DrinaF-y--source.Jnaterials--apart 

from demonstratincrthe meticurou= q.r;rF-F gjF;-m-represent 
the ,,tip of trr6iceberg'r of a frize-{rinning story auolt h?* our poriticat andcivic leaders -lruy. 

-"-"".i.d-up ' 
r""' ' a . _demon=tr-atry corruptconnission on Judiciar c-Jniuct, irr 
-Jrr-" 

whire posturing as

I
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t fprotectors 
of thei publigrr against rfunfi t  judgesr:

Oc tobe r  2 ,  1996

I T I - -

with

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

rhe dericien 
Tg?ii;:gby Nehr yorkrs mayors and t.1a1smilting io hirn the litigationfi le of our case Lgainst, tne commi-ssi6n-o., Judicial conduct;

challenging niml
mlsrepresenting

Governor p
the Duckrnan transcripts. 

- -

,  thenpresidenr of tnE.Ed.ion of-EE---s-ar of ttrE--city NewYork,  d iscussing the--  g i i t  
- ; " ; ; ;  

knowredge that thecomrnission on Judi;iat-Lonauc€ i" ri 'o1 merery_ dysfunctional,but corruptr', 
, i t=_.:"rpri"l l" an";"-ri-t i, as welr as what tookplace on March 5th ;t-i;.- crosea-aoo'r meeting of the so_called rf committee to pi"=.r.r" thg 

- 
rnaependence of theJudiciaryt', held at couniy tawyers. a copy was sent to,among others, Mayor ciutiani "*i'c;;rrrl, pataki;

to Mayor
cover-up

ciuliani .r.a co'
of the Commission on ,fuaiciaf Conduct.

ef  .  Exhib i t  f rArr .  Dai ly  News I  9 /28/96 edi tor ia l :

r--with copies
the concerted

6 .

cJAts May z -- !99g plgss,  n_elease on the Nys senate birr  toopen to the pubric aiEdpffi prf"""arngs 
?against judgesbrought by the commission-on .rudiciar 

-conauctr.

r _ protestingr,r-nrer aria, the =nErn--Ena- aG""EEf judicial ser_ectionprocedures ernpl0yed by Gov"rnor pataki--as 
^highlighted byhis reappointment to tne court of cii i .r= of Judge .fuanitaBing Newton, whose rnisconauct as u ,.rnu", of the commissionon Judicial conduct had been a"""*""t.a to him and hisphantom judicial =""""rring cornmittee;

ICornplaints and hearings
also be made publ ic .  

-A

would do just that. Th;
should enact i t  and ,t",
about ending Junk Uustice.

lgfore the commission mustbil] nohl before the Senite
Legislature and Gov. piluf.i
New yorkers theyrre =" i i ""=

In the open. r l



7 .
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Pataki's "ouffi
c o m m i t t e e  c o n f i r r n i i l o n hear ing- -Judse l l l r l " " : - f i I3:l;::'- 1::- F:"1*' ;"JiJi"'vGovernor

r r q l Jher tenure of tne cor*i==ion on

Yours for a quality judiciary,

Final ly '  r  encrose a gopy of  cJArs most recent r fpressappearancer:  in an art ic le 
'ent- i t rJ 

. , ,p laying por i t ics wi th
f,lll}ff:: 

which .pp""r'- in th;--"1-iru"" i="-.," 
- 
or @*

we rook fonrrard to hearing 
. from you .r,g working together on acont inuum of dynamii"--  l tor ies ' -on- iud' i " i ; f ' '  s-e ' t_ect ion anddiscipl ine.  Nee-dless lo 

**=*y,__i :  Vor,  .are not interested oravailabre to pursue the important Stories represented by theenclosed mater iars,  hre requei t  that  you'ei tner pass them on to aworthy journarist who wiri or returri thern to "-= ; that hre maypass then on ourserves. Needless to sayr-- ." i r icat ing anaassernbring these materials r- u"in-llstrv u.E tiri"-jJor,=.rrirg fora non-prof i t  c i t izens'  organi"" l i " " ; ; ; ;  as ours.

Biqreprgsented the ail"=-"t
. rudrcral  Conduct.

€Qzc.€qGSqoff
Coordinator

Accountabi l i ty ,  fnc.

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER,
Center for Judicial

Enclosures: with CJA brochure


