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D e a r M s .  p u r n i c k :  :  
i  : . .

Forrowing up our  te lephone conversat ion ear l ier . today,  th is  is  toreiterate our comprlte wirr ing-ness to meet , i€n you, JanHoffnanr or anyone else at @ ,o- tnut you canlearn more about the cent.r ff iauirity, rnc.
we wourd be preased to come to_ the Tirnesr 43rd street buirding__or to invite you to cJA I s headquarffi. As discussed, the f irncrew that taped us for the A & E r."".=lil"li"L 

-*;p;;i,
documentdry, which aired rast Aprir, came to orrr-h.udquartersr.L i k e w i s e , t h e S e n i o r E d i t o r o f - t h e @ W a s h i n g t o n
Bureau, whose story about rrworst judgfr,t appears in this month,sissue, came to our headquartersz.

we have no doubt but that, you wirr be mightiry impressed by theirnportant work cJA is .?t+"q- -lo:protect 
- 

the^ pubric frorndysfunctionar 
.a.nd corrupted. ,uerrina-'crosea-aoor- processes ofj udicial selection and ai="ipiH--v-ouffi t i-na in us aninspir ing example of  c i t izen . ; t i ; ; ,at  j . i . ts  very best.

No, we are not the_ city.Bar or ttre Arnerican Bar Association. Butwe are courageoY.ly aoing what those -rganizat,ions and our so_cal led " leaders '  dowarai i r  and for reasons of  their  ohrn serf-interest  refuse to do: addrqs-s empj-r icar evidence-tn"t  mechanismswhich, on paper,_ safeguar-d the, priuii"-i.o, in"orp"l"nt, abusive,and dishonesr judges, Lre not do' int ; ;  Ln ract .

Box 69, Gedney Station
White Plains, New York 10605

L We have a video copy of the Ayou wish to  see i t .
& E show. Let us know if

2 T enclose. a copy of !1" page in which f am quoted inthe Reader 's  Diqest .  rn l  s ta t is t i " i -  r "gurd ing d isposi t ion ofjudicial rniscond-uct complaints 
-t;-N;r 

york state and in thefederal system . were provided uv 
- 

r l--statist ics taken fromof f i c i a l  pub l i ca t i ons .  
-  - r
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Moreover, ds you know from cJArs defense.of 
_Judge Duckman__at atime when no one v/as uttering--; G;' : i '  ni= aeteise-and, indeed,before your own intervier-. "it1r f"-J;" 

*oyclilan 
was pubrished__cJAdoes not shrink fron chairengid 

-ilriticar 
readers' @_* when

;i:J""Jl:1:epresent to the piu-ri" 
-Th; -i::;;- ,of 

judiciar

As should have been obvious 
l::i 

t^le nast correspondence that theTimes has received rrorn 
-us 

over tne last ,."t-i;;;;, @hingcJA does is meticulor=ry.. 
_1":l l . l1J+ ernpirically_based, andreadi ly ver i f iabre.  we invi te you to see that for  yoursel f__muchas we have arways extended such invitaiions rn the past.

As to CJArs mernbership,  th is 1etter is
Iou requested that it is several hundredfar away as Alaska.

As to my motherr  s credent ia l .s r  r  enclose her l -9g9 Mart i .ndare-Hubbel l  raw l is t ing.  r  bel ieve i t  
-  

l ias among the mater ia ls rprovided you in uo-vember rgg4--when ," first- nli at the citvBarrs symposium on i lHow to Become d Judger.  rndeed, I  bel ieve i twas you who introduced yourserf  to-me.on that occasion af ter  rpublicly addressed a qi,restion- "1""t tt " "on=tiiuiionarity ofjudic iar  cross-endorserndnts to chief  Judge Judi th- i .y" .  rn anyevent, the Martindare-Hubbell raw risting- is "; i ir"-reverse sideof the repr int  of  our $tzrooo t i rn." i - ; ,  l , lor i " r"- 'o=o you co whenJudges Break the Law?ir .

:::::ff i ."u= 
provided borh to vo;-;;a Ms. rrorrman on numerous

To further assist  you in rs iz ing up,r  my mother,s credent iars,  renclose her 'cJA Director, :  
? idtunty ' , ] "  u= werr as a copy of  theart ic le she wrot-e on judic iar  r6r" t t ioh,  pubr ished on the front_page o f  the  New york  Law Journa l  0n  oc touer  22 ,197r_ .

T::" 
t;;i*li"" of thar arricre are as true todav as when they

rrPerhaps the day_when the j^udiciary is whollydivorced frorn p6tit icai--i 'br,r.nce can be seenonry in the eyes of vi. ioniri;=. 
-- 

Butunrelent ing publ ic interest  and [ t " -gf . r"  ofpubl ic i ty focused on "r" iy judic ia l . r i "ur"y
can make that day come sooner. ,,

t l :  wr i t ten conf i rmat ion
strons in 22 stEEE*E

i

:  .  . . . r , ' . : j i : ! . ,  ( : , . i  . : : r . , f : j  i : : . ' : i r  - . !8.  ! . . , .
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r wourd hope- t-hat by october 22nd, of. - this year__the 25thannr'versary of that Law Journal art icle-- lh" Time! wilr see f i tto print the ureatnEtcGg story uuo.,t no* EaT built on ny
li:lff" :" }l?l*t i:9, """"..' iLnent 

- 
;"J- =; cr i Fi " " l-' i= *.r. i,,g 

-' 
tr,"i

P1ease let us hear frorn you soon as to when hre can sit downtogether on this t irnely, . fu. i t- i""g i .r"rdue, story.
Thank you.

yours for  a  qual i ty  Judic lary ,

<<-anu
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center for  Judic ia l  AccountaUi i i ty ,  fnc.

P's' we have .recently updated cJAf s brochure to reflectirs continuing 
-.ciri"""r".L= -ana -d;;;r"; ient__now

l"jrujrt 
(u") ( 3 ) tax-exempt organization. A copy is

Enclosures:  f  : l  Rgqqer 's  ? iqe+,  August  1ee6,  p .  3e(b) Dr^s ' lrartinaale-nubferi r,"r i i l i i"g(c) CJA Directorrs siogi iphy
( d )  N Y u ,  L O / 2 2 / 7 r  

r  L  - -

(e) CJA brochure

cc:  Jan Hoffnan (by mai l )

t



neantime,.the DOC can-
'pcrsonal property without
ng Giddingsi permission.
k months of hearings and
twith prisoners before the
:was allowed to confiscatc
l hangers, ceramic mugs
rd plastic cups, items that
rd as weapons or as con-
illegal drugs. The dcpart-
n providc prisoncrs with
h--{t a cost to taxpaycrs
,m0.
r also ordered that pris-
:estified in the case should
less fees. This prompted
Engler to labcl Giddings
'The 

policy was wiped
state legislature in 1994.
mous eigl'rt-year case has
lrs more than $500,000
sport of prisoners to the
troom as well as for legal
taff t inrc. Giddings even
ioners to get their own'n 

handlc media inquirics.
ted the sistcr of one of
h, the multiple rapist,
parate case,  Giddings
tr $67,000 to an inmate
t6rc to his ccll and tlrcn
DOC for  h is  in jur ies-
rre should be a smoke
wery cell. As with a high
of his cases involving the
ngs's ruling here was over-
r higher court. ,

ryid Ramirez .
)enver, Colo.
last January, l4-ycar-old

::.:""n'o 

as a friend

-.:.1'r "*-* "" !.F-:-7"r--yr:!r1

shot a l4-year-old girl in the head,
then helped drag her to a ncarby
6eld wherc shc was lcft to die. The
boy. who pullcd thc trigger pleaded
guilty, and Romero was convicted
by a jury of being an accessory ro
manslaughter. Prosecutors sought the
maximum sentence of two vears in
a iuvenile facility. They were stunned
when fuvenile Court fudge David
Ramirez gave Romcro probation.

Ilamirez hancllcs 80 perccnt of Den-
ver's dclinqucncy @ses. Because of
his indulgent attitude and light sen-
tences, the 43-year-old judge is nick-
named Uncle Davc by delinquents.

ln a series of articles, thc Rocky
Mountain Neus chroniclcd othei ,
Ramircz sentcnces. He placed on
probation a l6-year-old 

-who 
was

convicted of sexually assaulting his
ll-year-old stepsister. He assigned a
mere $50 fine to an l8-year-old who, ,
when caught fleeing the sccne of a
hit-and-run accident, had attacked
the police officcr and nrotorist who
corralled him.

[,ast October, Steven fohn Roybal,' a..14-year-old wanted by the police,
allcgcdly attackcd two Denver police
officers with a knife as rhev-were
investigating a report of a prowler.
While Roybal waited in the county
jail to face attempted-murder chargei
as an adult, Ramirez tried to transfer
him to a juvenile facility. The issuc
was resolved only when the Colorado
Supreme Court rulcd that Ramirez
had no jurisdiction over Roybal.

foseph CUe llaca, a Denver mid-
dlc-school teacher, hears his students
calling Ramirez's iuvenile court a

AMERTCA'S WOnSf TUDOES

"He's trying to bc a

ioke and laughing about it being a
day off from school. Says CUc Baca:

guardian angel to these
kids, but he's actually
making them worse
criminals."

Admits one l7-vear-
old who was given pro-
bation repeatedly only
to go on to commit a
string of burglaries and car thefts
that finally landed him in iail: 

"Uncle

Dave didn't do me any favors."

Er,rHe Sessowri of tiiei:e.cnter for
|udicial fucountability, a iudicial watch-
dog group, is among those who are
concerned for the system. l'Tte selec-
tion process isn't choosing the bei;t
judges, and the disciplinary process
isnt getting rid of the vrorst judges,"
she says. Indeed, a 1993 national com-
mission, for orample, found that 95
percent of all complaints 4gainst fed-
9ral jgdgel are dismisscd summarily
by other federal judges put in placl
to review them. At the state lerrel, New
York is supposed to have the nation's
top iudicial oversight organization.
Over 85 percent of complaints are dis-

. missed without investigation.

.. Reform is necessary] greater pub-
lic scrutiny of iudiciai afpointments
and tightened fudicial-riview proce-
dures are long overdue. Notes form.r
U.S. Attorney General Dick Thorn-
b!.gll, "Without independent, profes-
sionally qualified and capable judges,
public confidence in the courtJ is'eroded, 

and the rule of law cannot
cxist." rrr

Reprints of this article are available. See page 200.
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CENTER FOR JUDTCTAL ACCOUNTABILITY, INC.

DIRECTOR'S BIOGRAPITY

DoRrs L' sAssowER, Director and co-Founder of the center for Judicial Accountability,Inc'' is a cum laude graduate of New York univ.r.ity iu* School. one of five women in hergraduating class' she was a Florence Allen scholar r"".""a for the first woman to serve as chiefJudge of a federal appeals court). Following rt"r uarnirrion to the bar in 1g55, she launched herlegal career as an assista't to one of the.for"r""r, rrt#pi"ns of court reform of his day - ArthurT' vanderbilt, then chief Justice of the highest court oithe State of New Jersey.

Thereafter' ov.er a thirty-five year period, Ms. sassower-built a private law practice, whilecontinuing her commitment topublic service. Early on, ,t. held positiln, oit"ud"rrhip. From1963 to 1965' she served as the first womal and youngest president of theiawyers, Group of theAlumni Association of Brooklyn college, from which"she graduate d, summa cum laudein 1954.In 1968' she became the youngest President of the N.* vort women,s gu, Asroriation, servingfrom l968-69' As a leader oriire women's rights movement, long before there was a recognized"movement", 
she broke ground with her seminal article, ;What,s 

Wrong With WomenLawyers?" published in 1968 in Trial Magazine,a first on the subject oi air.rirination againstwonlen in a major professional journal. stre a"tivetypr".",.a tn. irnpo.t*r. of increasing thenumber of women in the legal profession and on the #nch, a subject on wtrictr she spoke beforethe National conference of thsBar Presidents in tgog --ihe first woman ever to address thatbody.

A recipient of countless honors and awards, Ms. sassower was named outstandingYoung woman of America from the ilate of New york in lg6g and, in 1g70, became presidentof Phi Beta Kappa Arumnae in New "lt 
ln 

r,97i,;i ;e*r.nted the New york women,s BarAssociation on the first judicial screcning pan_el set up in New york county to review thequalifications of candidates for the suprerne court inthe FirstJudicial Department. Her articleon the subject was published on the front page of the New york Law Jourial in octobe r 197r.Thereafter' she became the first *o-- member of the New york g* arro.iution,s Judiciarycommittee. In that capacity, she served for eight y";; -- ;p"nding i*u'n.ruile hours, probono' intewiewing candidaies for the New yoik s,"i"b""n of Appears, the Appe'ate Divisionof the New york supreme court, and the State court of clarms.

rn 7972' at age 39' Ms' sassower was nominated as a-candidate for the New york courtof Appeals -- the first woman practitioner to be accorded such distinction. rn lg73,the AmericanBar Association named her aslts first woman chair of the National corrr.."n." of Lawyers andsocial workers' In 1981, the National organizatior fb;w;men gave her a speciar Award..forher outstanding achievements on behalf of*or.n *o ct itir.ili,rr" ;;";tr-ily Law,, andfor her intensive divorce reform work. Atthe ,um" ti-", her trail-b lazingwork on behalf offathers earned her a national reputation as .the mother ofjoint custody,,. , l
" l
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A Fellow of the Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, Ms. Sassower was elected in l9g9to the Fellows of the American Bar Foundation, "an honor reserved for /es,r than one-third of onepercent of the practicing bar in each state", awarded "to lawyers whose professional, public andprivate careers have demonstrated outstanding dedication to the welfare of their communities andto the objectives of the American Bar Association...,,

In D90, as pro 6ono counsel to the Ninth Judicial committee, she brought the historiclawsuit of castracan v' colavif4 under New York's arrclio.n Law, to challenge the manipulationof state court judgeships by political-party bosses and the misconduct of their judicial nominees.The lower courts dumped ihe case. on June 14, 691,-*;;t;"lil; li'ii"ir'yrrk Timesprinted her Letter to the Editor about the case and he intention to appeal it to the court ofAppeals, she was suspended from the practice "f d;;il;;at"t;ryiFJii*"r, unconditionally- without any charges, hearing, findings, or reasons. Her continued and repeated attempts toobtain a hearing as to the basiJ for the ieialiato.y ;; l";;r suspension of her license and toobtain appellate review have all been deniea. ir,ir ir partiairy reflected by the op-Ed ad, ..where
Do You Go when Judges Break the law?", p"bli;h;eil itr-ur* york rimii inoctober 26,1994.

This has not silenced her from speaking forcefully for r9fo1n-r. of the processes ofjudicialselection and discipline. She has since 
^oeuotei 

h;r;;rdi;; to building cJA, of which she servesas Director

i,
:l
; I
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50 MAIN STRDET
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Telcphon c: 9 I 1-682_2W I
AUI.Yy r. Platw O!!lcc: 283 Soundvicw. Avcnue. Tclcphonc:

9t+997-t617.
Ma.nlmonial, _Real Estotc,..Commercial, Corporate, Tntsts dndEstates, Civll Rlghts.

.-p_onrs- L. SAssowER, born N_cw !ork, N,y., seprembcr 25,1932; a_d_miuid ro bar, 1955,'Nc* Voiii;' i iai, 
-d:s."i;;"_"

g,o:rrt U.S. Ctaims Court, U.S. cou.i :oi] friiiit"lv-a'onlj'r' ""0u,!. uourr or fntcrnationat Tr3-d-9, Elycgtig4: Br6oklyir College
!8.4., 1t'lp" cum taudc, rgs+); Ncw.voii-u"r".,iitv ti.d, ii,_lrude,,l e^i5). phi Bcta K-ri-pa. nor.nd"AiLn-5"i driil:i-.iiirir_
P_tlti ,.U.s. Attorney's Office, Southern Digirict of New *ork,
-195+t955; Chief Juitroc Arrhui T. V"na.rUifrl-s-"p-i"rn. touri orNew _J_crvy, 1 956 I 9s7.. presidcrit, pr,i' Citd' k r iii' ii";;;;,"Ncw {ork, -t_9797t. prcsrdcnt, No* io* worn.'^tdiiXl?,u".lion, 1968-59. Prcsidcnt, t-*ycrs'.,Grcup "f."i;fi;;'d;ils"Alumni Assrciarion, _ 1 953-6 j,' Rccipi.,, t 

-n-litiiiiirl?j' 
\i;;""

Awaro, Norlnw(x)d Institutc, Midland, Michlgan, 1976. Snecial
t1r,d'!ot, qyotrrdin g achicvcmcnr on bchil l' 

-of ' 
*-on,.-,i'lna

cnrorcn,- Nrttonat OrSanization for.Womcn_NyS, lggl: Ncw
!o1k !Vgp.n't Sport3 

-Associarion 
Award ;"lr"irrrn-pt* 'ot'eq;"t

I,fllr,l,l 1t p_r.tj Jrru ign9a''.r u, n ". A wino, i,o;tii; 6.r'i,,s.,
_ryrr. Ntmod uutstanding young,kman of Ameriia, Statc-ofNcw york,_t969. Nominaicd as ciriaiaatJtoi Niw-Vi,ii do"r-t or

ftffi i,liii'_ffiu$t#f,ir,il?Tii"i j*,ytx,t:l$,m
lmr Kcvtcw, separuuon Apreemcnts and Mailtal Contracts, Trialrrfagazina ocroblr, t987.7 support n'"iu*E iiti ii;;;j. ilt-orrct, .lyuo; Anatomy of r Scttlcmcnt Agrecmcnt Divorcc LawEduction .Inlrltutc I 982 .crimax'ot 

; cdi;a; tle;.iiiisoion,
S.u1nrycr' 1982; Tinding i Divorcc Lawycr you can Trust,l Scars-
lytc"lngutrc7, My zo,1glz..te rnis ,qii {,"y r;'ri;; i"-Ei*.tonr Amencan Ear Asrpclotion Journal August, l9g0; Thc Dis;gosglg_lqc4! Thc Crrc foi Joinl c";idtJlr;;i1rra'ii"f,"",
Apiil, | 980..'Mairirgd -in Turmoil, rn" G*vt', ";'il6.i;;,P j;r.

ii{l{iii}ti#[,ru] Tila,' {3; Eii:H*[x,t#]-ilrii
Ingw.rt whed you tu rt,. Aiic.itcan-n* jri;iiiii'sriiii'it
I ndlvtd.ual. R tsha and Rcspon stbtlttggl -ry;t-rira i"-,ri;?"iilo;'Ser Dscri.mination rnd Tfic rrw,, nv wo,iii;i tielf iiioi,"lriu*
!, f vro-; -womcnr power lnd the bw," Ameilcon Bar AssociatlonJournal, May, t976; The Chicf Jujti; w;ii-r-nJ'Orjir,,
Womon In_ thc Ycor'2000,1Aibor House,. tgfl; ;wornJn- "ii-ir,"
{",9frgxy-.^YLd.glqg9pw.or.ilr.cc,ei^i6t;:ihir,oiti;;,i';;r;y,r r/{;. "rro3tf tutioo Rcvlew," Jurls Docror, .Fcbruary, 1974: .No.
Fautt' Divorcc and womcn's nroperty {iititil ifti'vril iirc
f:L,rpi;ltbl;f H;, j!1,|i,vr"t;inti:iJiirr'i jii"iJj'bi"u'
6.ion,". c! rrcn t. Nov_cm bcr,, r?;I.fiiiH llthlili*?H"pdl.Ilnrsnco. Kcvofution," Human Rights, Fall,,l9?2t'Matrimonial
Law Rcform: Equal propcrry ni gtirs tbiwomc;i'i-'Nrw' i;;i'"i;r,.g.ar Jounol,.Oc\ober, t'912, .ruliciat Selccilon'h;;;i;, i.;' ;;;r-
S:*"^ja Tyri'jtlf , N ey y2rk t4y_ to,1,iei,' oitdlii' ii,' iii r ;
,won:T. fn the kl.aw: Thc Second Hundrcd ycars,l Amerlcon Bar

!!:f:l:ton 1out!1gJ, A_prilr l97l; The Rotc ol Lawyeru in Wom-en't Lfberrllon'' JVew York Law Journal, Deccmbcr,j0, 1970: theLcgal Rishtr. ot profcsgional w"rn*l' oiilii iriri'fiii"rLr,Fcb ru ary, ! 9Jlr'women an a rhc icg;I, f ; iiiilrii,:' i t iiii" il *
ry!. Jo:r!'ot: Novcmbcr, t970; .rilomin i" iriei;iiioiiJi'r'l'#Jr-
cnt xotc h contempomry Sulety, 1972; The L*gal.profcssionand womcn's Rishti,. Rurgers ri" arii""i- na["i6z6,' ;lii,it,i
Wrong. With-,Womcn lrwycrsP,, Trial Magazinc, October.
Noycmbcr, I 968. .Address to;. Thc. National c-onterii"J oi bar
Prcsidents, -Crngrcrsional Rrcord, Vol. I15, No.,24 B Si j.O;F"U-
ruary.5, 1969; The.Ncw York Womcns Bar.Association, Conrr"s-
ronat Record, Yol. ll4, No. E5267-8, June ll, 1968. Diritor:
Ncw.Y-ork Univc-rsity l.aw Alumni Association, t gZl, lnt"-o_
uonar Instltute of womcn Studies,. l97l; lnstitute on'Women's
Wrongs, I 973; Exccutiie-Woman, t 973.' Co-organizei, ll"iio""f
uonrercnoe ol prolessional and Academic Women, 1970. Founder
and .Spccial Consultant,'-Prolissional, Women's' C"u.ur,- lSiO
lruslec, Supr.cme Court libraiy, White plains, New york, by ap-
g?in!m:t of Cov_e-rnor grey, 1977-1986 (Chair, tSSZ_t'9A6).
Etcclcd_Delcgol€, White llouse Cdnference on Small Business,
1986. Mcmber, Panel of Arbitrators, American ArUitiotiJn-As.o-
cialion. Member: Thc Association gf Trial hwyeis oi-A;;;"";
Thc Assciation ot thc Bar of rhc Ciry ot NJ itiit Vl*-t"i,*r",
Crunty, Ncw York Srare (Mem_ber: li,ai"Ut.S"t."rioi C;;;iu"";
tegisJgtlv9 Committec, Family Law snti6nt, Fio-"r.di il'X;;"-
can 1ABA Clrair, Nationel Conference of Lawyeir bnd Social
Wgrlgrg, | 97 !- 197 4i.Member, Secrions on : famiiy Lw: I nOivla_
yg_RlBhls and.Responsibiliries Commirtce on nifnts of Women,
1982; Litigation) Bai Associations; New yoriiSiai-eiri"i t-""v"r,
Assoctatlon; American Judicature Society; National Associatio-n olwomen trryers (orricial observdr ro rt{,i u.N.l ides:igtit;6;"_
s]ly Ldy Sociely; Roscoe pound.Amcrican Trial l,awyersiFouri-
datroni Amcriqn Association for the International Commission of
Jurists; Association of Fdminist Consultints; W..rct *iii A..o"i"-
uon ol womcn Business Owners; American Womens' EconomicDcvelopmcnt Corp-;- Womens' rb.um. Fclib*, tliiliifr"a"Jrro-
cmy or Matnmonial l,awycrsi New york Far Foundation.
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