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tees to evaluate candldates for ap
pointive judgeships. Nor one of theie
committees has been establtshed In-
stead, the Governor - now almost
halfway through his term - pur-
ports to use a temporary judlctal
sc-reening committee. Virtually no
Information about that committee is
publicly available.

Indeed, the Governor's temDoraru
committee has no telephone numbei,
and all inquiries about it must be
dlrected to Mr. Finnegan, the Gover-
nor's counsel. Mr. Finnegan refuses
to divulge any informatton about the
temporary committee,s member-
ship, its procedures or even the quall_
fications of the judiciat canAiriatei
covernor pataki appoints, based on
rrs recommendation to him that thev
are "highly quallfied."

S-lx months ago we asked to meet
yim Governor pataki to present
him with. petitions, signed UV f,SOO
New yorkers, for an investisatlon
and public hearings dn ,.the potiti-
cal manipulation of judgeshiils in

the State of New york." Governor
Patakl's response? We're still wait-
Ing. EreNe RurH Snssowpn

Coordlnator, Center for Judicial
Accountability Inc.

Whtte Plains, Nov. 13, lgg6

_ Mgr... egregious is how Governor
r.-arat<t. has. handled judicial appoint-
ment to the state's lower tiurts.
over a year and a half ugo,-in"
Governor promulgatea an exEcutive
oroer to establish screening commit_

on choosingJudges, pataki creates problems
To the Edltor:

Our citlzens' organization shares
your position that Gov. George
E. Pataki should take the tead inpfoleclfng the pub[c from processes
or Judicial selecuon thai do not
19:fl" qg.{lty and indepena""t j":
otctary (,,No Way to Cnodse
Judges," editorial, Nov. ll). Howev-
er, the Governor is the pioblem _
not the solutlon,
. A Sept. 14 news article described
how Governor pataki t "o politlliiea"m€rit selection,, to we'w york,i
lig$l cggL bv_ apnointing. r,ir-o*n
counsel, Michael Finnegair, to the
Commlssion on Judicial iloriination,
tl," supposedly tndependent bodv
mat is to furnlsh him the names oi"well quallfied,' candidates for tfrai
court.


