
BY EXPRESS I,TAIL

Januarlf 8, 1-995

Mr. Wayne Barrett
Senior  Edi tor ,  V i I Iage Voice
22O Windsor  Place
Brooklyn, New York LL2L1

Dear Mr. Barrett:

Congratulations on. your superb article ttshades of Justicei which,
because the Justice Department does not receive Iocal news
c l i p s r  w €  r e c e n t r y  f o r w a r d e d  t o  i t s  w a s h i n g t o n  s t a f f .
congratulations, toor oD your excerrent presentation on wBAr
radio, when you $tere interviewed together witn our communications
Director, Eric Coppolino.

Eric tel l  us that you are interested in fol lowing up your work on
the porit ical control of judgeships in this 

- 
s€atL with our

mater ia ls--
e

New Yorkrs iud ic ia l  e lect ions.

There fo re ,  we  enc lose  the  fo l row ing  docu rnen ts ,  wh ich - -
additionalry--rnay irnper you to reassess and develop a more
extensive story about what your art icle describes as 

-C. 
ol iver

Koppell t  s enigrmatic rrend-of-career about facer:

r- My motherrs letter to Governor cuomo, referred to
in our October 26, L994 New york Times Op-Ed
advert isernent, in which--three years earrier- lshe
called for the appointnent@ecutor
to invest igate the manipurat ion of  jud ic iar
elections. As reflected by page l_O 

-ot 
that

October  24,  L991 le t ter ,  G.  Ol iver  KoppeI I ,  then
chairman of the Assernbly Judiciary comrnittee, was
among the indicated recipients. fndeed, Mr.
Koppell received from us severar addit ionar copies
of that letter of the years, with supporl ing
docurnentati-on--together with our reguests-Lnat herrse ize the in i t ia t iverr .

II. A copy of our written comrnunications with Chairman
Koppelt rerative to the hearings on the Report of the
Governor Cuomors Task Force on Judicial Diversity--to
which your  ar t ic le  refers .  such communi .cat ions
consisted of our May g, ),992 fax--which enclosed our
March 20,  L992 le t ter  to  the Governorrs  Task Force--
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and our llay 12 , i.992 letter whlch transmitted
to Chai rman KoppelJ-  the fu l l  f i les  of
9astracan ]r. Colavita and Sady v. Murphy for
inclusion in the record

rr r .  My motherrs  october  23,  1990 le t ter  to  chai rman
Koppel l r_  for lowing the rower cour t rs  october  L6,  1990
dismissal of castracan. A copy of Justice Lawrence
Kahnrs legarry and factually insupportable decision is
a l so  enc l -osed ,  wh ich - -w i thou t  a f fo rd ing  to  the
petit ioners any hearing--stated:

rrf n the case at bar, there is no
proof that the judicial conventions
a t  i s s u e  w e r e  n o t  I e g a I I y
organized, with a quorum presentl
and that a majority of that quorum

- duly voted for the candidates named
as respondents here in. r  (a t  p .   )

Arso encrosed are the af f idav i ts  of  three eye-
wi tnesses to  the l -990 Democrat ic  and Repubr ican
Judicial Norninating conventions in the Ninth iudiciar
Distr ict, submitted to Justice Kahn in =npport of the
castracan petit ion at the october 15, l_990 oral
argument. said aff idavits constituted proof that thejudiciar norninating conventions were conducted in
violation of the Election Law and estabrished as farse
the basis upon which Justice Kahn dismissed the
castracan petit ion. Assuredry, had Justice Kahn not
dismissed castracan, he wourd not have been favored
with a Democratic/Republican cross-endorsement three
years later when, in l-993, he sought re-erection to the
bench.

By such pretext ,  however ,  Just ice Kahn
protected his own judicial future--as welI as
the powerfu l  .po l i t ic ians,  lawyers,  judges,
and would-be judges who had part icipitea i ;
the i l legally conducted Juaiciat Ho-minating
Conventions and the i l legal rThree year DeaIrl
trading judgeships by a cross-endorsement
package.

rv .  My motherrs  January 9,  L9g4 hand-del ivered le t ter  to
Attorney General- G. oriver KoppeJ_l;-alrGg upon him to
set up "a division to deal specif ical iy with the
probrem of . judicial corruptionr and to u-ndertake anrrinvestigation of the disreputable and dishonest manner
in  which the At torney-Gener l l rs  o f f ice handles Ar t ic le
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78 pro_ceedings against judges. rr such letterl--which
annexed her Notice of Appeal to the court of Appeals in
her Art icle 7g proceeding sassower v. Manganollwas the
first of an extraordinary series of a dozen letters,
sent directly to Attorney Generar KoppeJ-r--which,
because of nl: subsequent non-action ind knowing
conplicity in the criminal conduct of his crients, 

- in

the face of notice--w-as then annexed to her court of
Appea ls  submiss i -ons2 .  As  i r l us t ra t i ve  o f  t h i s
correspondence, my rnotherrs February 3, rgg4 and Apri l
9 '  1994, and June 9, L994 retters to Attorney cenirar
KoppeII are enclosed.

My motherrs verif ied complaint in her federar action,
sassower v .  Mangano,  94 c iv .  4s14,  which names At torney
General Koppell as a co-defendant for his:

rrdeliberate and knowing cornplicity
i n  t he  wrong f  u I  and  c f  i r n ina t
conduct of his cl j_ents, whon he has
defended with knowledge that their
d e f e n s e  r e s t e d  o n  p e r j u r i o u s
factual al legations made by members
of  h is  legal  s taf f  and wi l fu l
m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a w
appl icable theretorr  (a t  SJ_O)

and refers to his having received--as chairman of the
Assenbly Judiciary Comnittee--

na fuII set of the court papers in
Castracan v. Colavita and Sadv v.
M u r p h y . . . a s  w e l l  a s  c o p i e s  o f
complaints relative thereto f i led
with the New York State Commission
on Judicial Conduct,, documenting

1- That letter arso enclosed a copy of our December 15,
1993 testimony before the New York s-tate Senate Judiciary
committee on December 15, j-993. said testimony, which describe&
the process of  appointment  to  the cour t  o f  Appeals  asrruncgnstitut ionail  and senate confirmation as a fraua was
furnished to the Justj-ce Department with supporting documentation
in Apri l  1994. rt is most rerevant to 

-tne 
c-urrent debate,

described in your article, where proponents such as The tilew yorl
Ti.gl.urge that such appointment/confj-rmation process be extended
to th is  s taters  lower  cour t  judgeships.  [see,  I ] -94 of  encrosed
Verif ied Cornplaintl

2  See f l1196,  2OO-208 of  Ver i f ied Conpla int .

v .
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tomorrow,  Januarv 9,  l_995.

January  8 ,  1995

the corruption of sitting state
court  judges. "  (at  ! t24)

said verif ied complaint was served upon Attorney
Generar Koppe]J _and his judicial cl_ients on october L7-,
+99_4. Judge John sprizzo--who, coincidentarry, is thejudge on Randolph scott-Mclaughlin's case, about whichyou wrote--has directed the Attorney Generar, who isrepresenting all the defendants, to fi le a""r"i= by

vr. My _motherrs septernber L9, Lgg4 complaint with the New
York State Commission on Judicial conduct against th;
justices of the Appellate Division, qecona Department--
including Justice wirr ian Thompson--a judicial- ; ; ; ;",
of the Cornmission--for refusing to re6use themselves
from the Art icle 7g proceeding ,wherein their ow!! conduct was ;
unlawful and criminar. Arso enclosed---so that fou ".,
see for yourself the Commissionrs mod.us operandi---wnich
is  to  d ismiss mer i tor ious ana tur fv  ^documentedcomp ' r .a in t s  aga ins t  h igh - rank ing  j uagLs3 - - i s  i a ,
December 13, 1,994 disrnissal l-etter-. our as yet
unresponded-to December 15, 1,994 informational requlst
re la t ive to  that  d ismissal  is  a lso enclosed.

rn view of the voicers Decernber 20, Lgg4 cover-story rrJudge For
sarerr, which reported on the Manhattan D.A.rs investig"ai;;  ;a
arrest of a housing court judge for using his judicial ott ice for
personal gain, the Voice might well  conlider 

-a 
seguel about how

the Brookryn D.A.  rs  of f ice has been starr ing and-  dragging i t=
feet on our complaint that high-ranking justices of the 

-a-ppeirate

Division, second Departrnent have enpr-oyLa their judicial off ice
for urteriorr_ retal i3tory purposes. A copy of ou-r init ial apri i
27 , 1'9?4 conplaint with the Brooklyn D.A. tC so-called t 'corruplion
rnvestj-gation Divisionrr is enclosed--as weII as our most recent
letter dated November 30, L9.94 sugesting that that off ice ,;q";; i
Governor Patakai to appoint a special prosecutor--to whic-h hre
have as yet received no response.

!'i1a!1y, a prop.os of your reference in the rast paragraph ofrrShades of Justicerr to the Tirnes editorial board, t enclosL two
of the three rr l ,etters to the Editor" we wrote to the Times i" ine
months preceding our october 26, Lg94 op-Ed aavert i=deni, 

-; ;

w e r r  a s  o u r  s e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  r g 9 4  l e t t e r - - r e f l e c t i n g  
'  

" " "
communications with the Democratic and Republican candidatLs for
Attorney General '  Karen Burstein and Oennis Vacco on the rmeat-
and-potatoesrr campaign issues it  had identifed as irnportanC-i"
voters.

See tL20 of Verif ied Cornplaint.
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Notwithstanding its potential inpact on the t94 electoral races--
or perhaps because of it--the Times deliberatetv kept the public
from knowing anything about such extraordinary story of judiciar
cornrption and cover-up by, inter al ia, this statets highest law
off icer and its governor, whose adninistration the Times
described as ttremarkably...untouched by major scandalt, (g/2L/94
Week in Review). Undaunted, we spent almost $201600 of our own
money to do our civic duty and inform the public, which we did on
the Times Op-Ed page and reprinted in The New York Law Journal.

We look fonsard to working with you and supplying more of our
breathtaking docurnentation for what is a dynanite and surely
prize-winning story.

Yours for a quality judiciary,

ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Enclosures

P.S. In response to the avalanche
and e-mail we received from people
responding to our Times ad, we sent
the ad and our organization. A copy

of letters, calls
across the country

out a rnailing about
is enclosed FYI.

T B trP3r3 7 bsgg u


