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F'AX NUMBER:

FROM:
Elena Ruth

This  fax eonsls ts  of  a
cove r -shee t .  f f  you
pages r  o r  i f  t he re  i s
c a l l  ( 9 1 4 )  9 9 7 - 9 L 0 5 .

3
to ta l .  o f  pages ,  inc lud inc  th iscro noE recetve the indicated nurnbLr ofa quest ion as to the t ransnl t taf  ,  

-pGase

Sassower,  Coordinator

MESSAGE

Dear Edi tor :

Shou ld  you w ish  add i t iona l
extraordinary Court  of  appeals
third paragraph of  my tLl ter ,
to supply i t  to you.

lnformat ion about the
case,  re fe r red  to  in  the
we wi l l  be most pleased
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TEL: 9t11997-8t0J r FAX:9t41681-6551

and Bv Mai I

Augus t  2 ,  1994

Letters to the Editor
The New york Times
229 West  43rd Street
New York,  New york 10036

Dear Edi tor :

rn coverrng the hrgh-profrre o.J. sr.mpson case, the
Times has created a misinpression about how Judictar proceedings
invorving average ci t lzens are conducted. For instance, in
descr ib ing O.J.  Simpsonts arraignment (rrJudge ln Simpson Case
Goes By the Rulesrr ,  7/23/941, you report  that  when preslding

Judge cecll Mil ls asslgned Judge Lance rto to handre the murder
tr ia l ,  he discrosed the potent ia l ry disquar i fy ing fact  that  Judge
rtors wl fe is a member of  the Los Angeles por ice department.
This is true' i ludge Milrs lnmediately nade such dLscrosure so
that either the prosecution or defense courd object to Judge
I to rs  ass ignment .

However' your reporter added the edltorlal comrnent that
judges | t rout ineryrr  d iscrose | tpotentJ-ar conf l ic t  of  interestr  rat

the start of casesr. Thls ls not true. what happens in the
average case' avray from the medla spotlight, ls that Judges do
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Ltr to the Editor Page Tvo August  2 ,  1994

not  r r rout ine lyr  d l -sc lose the i r  potent la l  conf l lc ts .  We saw th is

most recently wlth Judge stephen Breyer (,,A croud on the Breyer

Norn inat iont r ,  7 /26/941 ,  who d id not  d iscrose h is  L loyds of  London

investnents to the part ies lnvolved ln the environmental

pol lu t ion cases before hLm. Nor  do Judges necessar i ly  s tep as ide

af ter  the l r  undl -sc losed potent la l  conf l ic ts  come to l ight  and

they are requested to do so.

rn fact, when the uredla is not rooking, judges go so

far aa to declde cases where they have actual--as distinct from

potential--confl icts of lnterest--where they thenselves are not

only part ies to the l i t igat lon,  but charged with cr iminar

conduct. sounds shocking? New york staters highest regal

of f icer,  At torney Generar G. ol lver Kopperr ,  who is running for

erection to a fulr term thls November, thlnks it perfectry

proper for such Judges not to disqualify thenselves and to decide

their o!'rn case. This transcending issue--the due process right

to a fair and inpartiar tribunal--is now pending before New

Yorkts hlghest court ,  the Court  of  Appea1s.

S&na €
ELENA RUTH SASSOWER, Coordinator
Center  for  Judic ia l  Accountabi l i ty

The Center for Judlcial
c i t izensr group working
judic iary,  rnaintains an
jud ic ia l  m isconduct .

Accountabi l i ty ,  a non-part isan
to improve the qualitf of the
archive of cases documenting


