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Wayto Pick aludge

:-Talk aboutcozy.As a member of the New york
StateAssembly,GeorgeFriedman sponsoreda bill
thi$ summer creating a new state SupremeCourt
ju$g.eshipin tlte Bronx. Wearing a secondhat as
chairman.of the regular Bronx bemocratic party
organization,Mr. Friedmanhelpedorchestratethe
pafty's judicial convention,which met last weekto
no'minatecandidatesfor that new judgeship and
two othersat stake in the Bronx this Novem6er.
. Now, guesswho is going to be a iudge? None
other than Mr. Friedman. The convent-ion,contrOlledby party leaders,chosehim for one of the
three covetedopenings,virtually insuring his electiin in the overwhelmingly Democratic borough.
.- In terms of experience,
temperamentandfofit_
.
ical independence,there might well be better
choicesfor the state's highest trial court than Mr.
Friedman.As is often the caseunder New york,s
systemof judicial elections,however,his ascension

to the bench is part of a larger political deal. This ,
one cleared the way for Bronx norough president
rernanoo l.errer to install his own hand_picked
candidate,AssemblymanRoberto Ramirez,as the
new p-artlchairman, succeedingMr. Friedman.
f*9Tun, .not incideri-tally,conveniently
,-^_^Yl:
t(ept his judicial
ambitionsin checli until after hii
namewasalreadyon the ballot for re-electionto the
Assembly.The timing means that party insiders _ .
p!y"oJ".rr. will norvger to choosehisrbphcemenq
rn erect choosingthe next assemblvman.
r
- ike RepresentativeJos6 Serrino, who waged
a losing race for the party chairmanship, ilIr.
Ferrer and Mr. Ramireznow-pteAge
to democratize
the party and introduce a mirit sireening Drocess
that would, presumably,place a higher"valueon
important judgeships,fuhicn are too"oftenireated
as goloenparachutesfor party loyalists.Too bad
they did not think of that sioone..
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After the Primaries
New York'sMystery General
't What, exactly, doesthe New York State Attordey General do? What shouldthe job be?
In the end, Karen Burstein's victory in Tuesilay's Democraticprimary probablyturned lesson
her answersto thesequestionsthan on her appealihg mannerand the usualpoliticaldemographics
of
geography,sex and ethnicity. Money,for a change,
,wasnot the decidingfactor.Ms. Burstein,a former
state legislator,commissionerand judge, lagged
far behindher opponents
in campaignspendingand
fund-raising.
'" Thegeneralelectionrace
now pits Ms. Burstein
against Dennis Vacco,a former U.S.Attorney in
Buffalo. Voters can only hope that the campaign
ilitt go beyondthe posturing on crime-fightini thit
dominatedmuchof the primary, to discusssomeof
the fundamentalsof the office.
Like two of Ms. Burstein'sprimary opponents
- Charles Hynes,the Brooklyn District Attorney,
and Eliot Spitzer,a former Manhattan prosecutor
- Mr. Vacco arguesthat the office shouldbe more
concernedwith criminal law enforcement.He is

trying to cast the election as a choice between a
Republican concerned with citizens' safety and a
Democratic "social engineer."
Ms. Burstein, meanwhile, promises a "crusade" against domestic violence and raises questions about Mr. Vacco's law-and-order credentials
on the issues of gun control and protecting abortion
clinics from violent protesters.
All well and good. But some of the more basic
aspects of the job warrant at least as much attention. The Attorney General, as Ms. Burstein has
pointed out, is not a distript attorney. Who can run a
huge legal shop responsibly and who would do the
best job of recruiting talented professionals?
Beyond any proposed new dimensions in crimefighting, the voters need to [now how the candidates
intend to handle the job's meat-and-potatoeswork
of defending the state against legal actions, and how
they would use the Attorney General's considerable
authority to bring lawsuits in the areas of consumer
fraud, antitrust violations, price-fixing, civil rights,
labor law, and the environment.

